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Oficialni statni symbolika Ceskeé republiky

ie definovana ve 14. clanku Ustavy z roku
1992. PIni predevsim funkce identifikacni

a reprezentativni, svym zplsobem vsak
take priblizuje jednotlive etapy z vice nez
fisiciletych dejin statu. Pripomina historickou
kontinuitu, navaznost soucasnosti na usili
desitek generaci predkd.

The official state symbols of the Czech
Republic are defined in Article 14 of the
Constitution from 1892, They primarily
serve the purposes of identification and
representation, and in certain respects

also shed light on individual stages in the
country's history, stretching back over more
than a thousand years. These symbols
recall historical continuity, the bond between
the present and the efforts of dozens of
generations of our forebears.

VELKY STATNIi ZNAK

V prvni poloving 20. let 14. stoleti kral Jan Lucembursky pouzil na nové
peceti ¢tvreeny $tit, st¥idajici dvouocasého lva v prvnim a ¢tvrtém poli
se znakem Lucemburska v poli druhém a tietim. Ctvrcené znaky si
ziskaly oblibu, po¢inaje Zikmundem Lucemburskym se v nich zpravi-
dla st¥idaly uherské pruhy s éeskym lvem. Slo o vyjadieni personéalni
unie obou monarchii. Po roce 1490 ¢tvrceny stit doplnil stiedni Stitek
s erbem panujici dynastie a v piipadé, Ze kral byl souc¢asné rimskym
cisaiem, umistoval se cely znak na hrud dvouhlavého orla se svato-
zaiemi kolem hlav. Zména piisla az po roce 1711 za cisate Karla VI.,
ktery uzival titulaturu $panélského kréle. I v ¢eské formeé jeho znaku
tudiz musely dostat zastoupeni symboly Spanélska. P¥i té ptileZitos-
ti se dvouocasy lev piremistil do stfedniho $titku na misto ptivodné
vyhrazené dynastickému erbu, které se zat¢alo povazovat za nejpres-

Za vlady Marie Terezie se v ¢eském panovnickém znaku na mista
uprazdnéna po $panélskych znamenich dostaly heraldické symbo-
ly Moravy a Slezska. Moravskému markrabstvi prislusela sti¥ibrno-
-¢ervené Sachovana orlice se zlatou korunou i zbroji na modrém §ti-
tu. Jeji pocatky spadaji do doby krale Premysla Otakara IL; nejstarsi
doklad se zietelnym Sachovadnim nese pecet mésta Znojma pirivésena



k listiné z roku 1272, na kralovské peceti je $achovani nepochybné az
za Jana Lucemburského. Slezska, na zlatém Stitu zndzornéna ¢erna
korunovana orlice s ¢ervenou zbroji, na hrudi se stiibrnym ptlmé-
sicem zakon¢enym jetelovymi trojlistky a uprostted s k¥izkem, byla
puvodné rodovym erbem dolnoslezskych vétvi dynastie Piastovci.
Do kralovské symboliky ji zahrnul Jan Lucembursky a od 15. stoleti
plnila roli zemského znaku pro celé Slezsko.

V obdobi 1752-1918 se asto Cechy, Morava a Slezsko povaZovaly jenom
za ti'i z mnoha provincii rakouské monarchie a uzsi vzajemné vazby
mezi nimi byly popirany. Ceska politika proto zareagovala pouziva-
nim alianéniho znaku, slozeného z trojice $titti s dvouocasym lvem,
moravskou a slezskou orlici, jejz rakouské utrady béhem prvni svétové
valky zakazovaly jako utok na integritu cisaistvi. Stal se zakladem tzv.
legionaiského znaku, rozsiteného o slovensky §tit s patriar$im kii-
7em a zelené lipové listky. Po vzniku Ceskoslovenska nemohl oblibeny
legionaisky alian¢éni emblém ptevzit roli velkého znaku, protoze by
vyvolaval dojem nedostate¢né vnitini soudrznosti republiky. Zakon
ze 30. 3. 1920 tudiz zavedl st¥edni statni znak, ktery z ného vychazel -
obsahoval v pfednim $titu dvouocasého lva a ve ¢tvrceném zadnim
$titu zemské znaky Slovenska, Podkarpatské Rusi, Moravy a Slezska,
a monumentalni velky statni znak. Ten zadni $tit rozsitil o trojici
dolnich poli se znaky Tésinska, Opavska a Ratiboiska, navic doplnil
dva zlaté lvy coby Stitonose, lipové ratolesti a stuhu s heslem ,,Prav-

velky znak Ceské
republiky / great
coat of arms

of the Czech
Republic




stredni znak z roku 1920 /
medium coat of arms from 1920

da vitézi® Socialisticka ustava z 11. 7. 1960 velky i stiedni statni znak
zrus$ila. Velky se znovu prosadil, tentokrat jako ¢esky, diky ustavni-
mu zakonu z 13. 3. 1990. Rozhodné nenavazuje na nékdejsi velky znak
Ceskoslovenska; v prvnim i ¢tvrtém poli ma dvouocasého lva, druhé
pole patii moravské a tieti slezské orlici. Vnéjskové muze piipominat
¢tvreeny $tit krale Jana Lucemburského, ale jakoukoli piesnou analo-
gii v minulosti postrada. Jeho podoba odrazi situaci, ktera existovala
po padu komunistického rezimu zac¢atkem 9o. let 20. stoleti, a inspira-
cilze hledat ve znaku Velké Britanie.

GREAT STATE COAT OF ARMS

In the first half of the 14th century, on his new seal King John of
Luxembourg used a quartered shield, alternating a two-tailed lion in
quarters 1 and 4 with the arms of Luxembourg in quarters 2 and 3.
Quartered shields became popular; starting with Sigismund of Luxem-
bourg there was a tendency for the Hungarian bars to alternate with
the Bohemian lion. This expressed the personal union between the
two monarchies. After 1490, the quartered shield was complemented
with an inescutcheon containing the coat-of-arms of the ruling house;
if the king also happened to be the Roman Emperor, the whole heral-
dic emblem was mounted on the breast of a two-headed eagle with
halos around its heads. This situation did not change until after 1711,
during the reign of Emperor Charles VI, who used the title of King of
Spain. Therefore, the symbols of Spain had to be represented in the
Bohemian form of his arms. On this occasion, the two-tailed lion was
repositioned in the inescutcheon in the place originally reserved for
the coat of arms of the current dynasty, which began to be viewed as
the most prestigious position.

Under the reign of Maria Theresia, the space vacated by the devic-
es of Spain in the Czech monarch’s arms was filled by the heraldic
symbols of Moravia and Silesia. The Margraviate of Moravia was rep-



resented by a silver and red chequered eagle with a golden crown
and armour on a blue shield. Its origins can be traced to the reign
of Piemysl Otakar II. The oldest evidence of the Moravian eagle with
clear chequering exists in a seal of the city of Znojmo attached to
a document from 1272; that the chequering exists on the royal seal
only becomes undisputed under the reign of John of Luxembourg.
The Silesian black crowned eagle with red armour on a golden shield,
bearing on its breast a silver crescent rounded off with three-leafed
clovers and with a cross in the middle (‘clover stalk’), was originally
the dynastic coat-of-arms of the Lower Silesian branch of the Piasts. It
was incorporated into the royal symbols by John of Luxembourg, and
as of the 15th century played the role of the provincial arms for the
whole of Silesia.

In the period from 1752 to 1918, Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia were
merely considered three of the many provinces of the Austrian mon-
archy, and closer mutual ties between them were ignored. Czech polit-
ical representatives responded by using an ‘alliance emblem’ com-
posed of three shields with a two-tailed lion and the Moravian and
Silesian eagles, which was banned by the Austrian authorities during
the First World War as an affront to imperial integrity. It formed the
basis for the ‘legionnaires’ badge’, expanded to incorporate a Slovak
shield with the patriarchal cross and green linden leaves. After the
formation of Czechoslovakia, the popular legionnaires’ badge was

velky znak z roku 1920 / great coat of arms from 1920

not in a position to take over the role of the great state coat of arms
because this would have given the impression of a certain absence
of cohesion within the republic. To reflect this, the Act of 3o March
1920 introduced a medium coat of arms based on the legionnaires’
badge, containing a front shield with a two-tailed lion and, on the
main quartered shield, the provincial arms of Slovakia, Carpathian



Ruthenia, Moravia and Silesia, and a monumental great state coat of
arms. This great arms expanded the main shield to include three low-
er fields for the arms of the Té$in, Opava and Ratiboi districts, and
also incorporated two golden lions as supporters, linden branches
and a scroll with the motto ‘Truth prevails’. The Socialist Constitution
of 11 July 1960 abolished both the great and the medium arms. The
great coat of arms was revived, this time as the Czech arms, under
the Constitutional Act of 13 March 1990. By no stretch of the imagina-
tion could it be dubbed a likeness of the erstwhile great coat of arms
of Czechoslovakia; there is a two-tailed lion in the first and fourth
quarters, a Moravian eagle in the second quarter, and a Silesian eagle
in the third quarter. There is a resemblance to the quartered shield of
John of Luxembourg, but the heraldic emblem is devoid of any precise
analogy with the past. Its design reflects the situation existing after
the demise of the Communist regime at the start of the 1990s, and the
source of inspiration was the coat of arms of the United Kingdom.

MALY STATNIi ZNAK

Nejstarsi znak odpovidajici heraldickym pravidltim se na peceti ¢eské-
ho panovnika objevil v roce 1192; byl jim §tit s orlici, ktery ztstal kra-
lovskym symbolem aZ do roku 1253. Kdy?Z si v roce 1247 poiidil nasled-
nik trinu a moravsky markrabé Premysl Otakar II. svou prvni pecet,
dal na ni vyryt stit s dvouocasym lvem. Kdyz se stal 23. 9. 1253 kralem,
znak s korunovanym sti-ibrnym dvouocasym lvem na ¢erveném Stitu
si ponechal. Od té doby az dodnes je hlavnim heraldickym symbolem
¢eskych panovnikti a posléze statu. BEhem zmatka po nasilné smrti
Premysla Otakara II. si kralovsky znak piivlastnila ¢eska slechta; pro-

prozatimni znak z roku 1918 /
provisional coat of arms from 1919




stiednictvim jeji samospravy se znameni dvouocasého lva stalo navic
také zemskym symbolem Cech.

Vladni natizeni z 19. 5. 1919 ustanovilo prozatimni znak Ceskoslo-
venské republiky, shodny s malym znakem starého ¢eského statu.
U Slovak ale vyvolalo nesouhlas, proto maly statni znak z 30. 3. 1920
dostal podobu dvouocasého lva nesouciho na hrudi srdeéni stitek se
znakem Slovenska. V roce 1960 byl uzdkonén jednotny statni znak
CSSR ve tvaru pavézy se lvem bez koruny a s rudou péticipou hvézdou.
Po padu komunistického rezimu se 13. 3. 1990 vratil tradi¢ni dvouoca-
sy lev jako maly statni znak Ceské republiky. M4 zlatou korunu, jazyk
i drapy, ale sti-ibrné znazornéné zuby.

maly znak Ceské
republiky / small
coat of arms of the
Czech Republic




SMALL STATE COAT OF ARMS

The oldest arms complying with the rules of heraldry appeared on
the Bohemian monarch’s seal in 1192; this was a shield with an eagle,
which remained the royal symbol until 1253. When, in 1247, the heir
to the throne and Margrave of Moravia P¥emysl Otakar II procured
his first seal, he incorporated a shield with a two-tailed lion into it. He
became king on 23 September 1253, but kept the arms with a crowned
silver two-tailed lion on a red shield. Since then, it has been the prin-
cipal heraldic symbol of Bohemian monarchs and, ultimately, of the
state. In the confusion following the violent death of P¥emysl Otakar
II, the royal coat of arms was usurped by the Bohemian nobility;
through their self-government the device of the two-tailed lion also
became the provincial symbol of Bohemia.

A government regulation of 19 May 1919 established the provisional
arms of the Czechoslovak Republic, which was the same as the small
arms of the old Czech state. However, this sparked Slovak opposition,
and the small arms of 30 March 1920 thus took the form of a two-tailed
lion bearing an inescutcheon on its breast with the arms of Slova-
kia. In 1960, the single state coat of arms of the Czechoslovak Social-
ist Republic was established in the form of a long-shield bearing an
uncrowned lion, with a red five-pointed star. After the demise of the

Communist regime, the traditional two-tailed lion made a comeback
on 13 March 1990 as the small state coat of arms of the Czech Republic.
It has a golden crown, tongue and claws, but silver teeth.

maly znak z roku 1920 / small coat of arms from 1920
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STATNIi BARVY

Podle pravidel heraldiky se oficialni barvy odvozuji od znaku tak, Ze
prestizné prvni z nich odpovida barvé erbovniho znameni a druha
barvé §titu, pii¢em? je samoziejmé piipustné nahrazovani zlaté Zlu-
tou a st¥ibrné bilou. V ¢eském pripadé $lo od roku 1253 o bilou a ¢er-
venou. Ceskoslovenskd tstava k nim 29. 2. 1920 ptipojila v potradi tie-
ti barvu, modrou. Tim se zabrdnilo totoznosti se statnimi barvami
Rakouska a Polska, modra ma mimo jiné vyznamnou pozici ve znaku
Moravy. Oficialni ¢eské barvy nachazeji uplatnéni i na stuhach stat-
nich zasluznych ¥adi, ptivodni bila a dervena piislusi k Radu bilého
lva, ziizenému 7. 12. 1922; bil4, dervena a modra se vazou k mladsimu

Radu Tomage Garrigua Masaryka z 2. 10. 1990. Sou¢asna podoba obou
radu existuje od 9. 7. 1994.

trikolora ve statnich barvach / tricolour in the state colours




STATE COLOURS

According to the rules of heraldry, the official colours are derived from
the arms; in terms of prestige, the primary colour is that of the charge
of the coat of arms and the secondary colour is that of the shield, with
the obvious proviso that gold can be replaced by yellow and silver
by white. In the Czech case, since 1253 these colours have been white
and red. On 29 February 1920, the Czechoslovak Constitution added
a third colour, blue. This distinguished the state colours from those of
Austria and Poland; moreover, blue occupies a significant place in the
arms of Moravia. The official Czech colours are also used on the rib-
bons of state orders of merit. The original white and red are used for
the Order of the White Lion, established on 7 December 1922. White,
red and blue ribbons are attached to the younger Order of Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk of 2 October 1990. The current versions of the two
orders have existed since 9 July 1994.

STATNIi VLAJKA

Béhem prvni poloviny 19. stoleti se po Cechach v§eobecné rozsitily
zemské prapory a vlajky zhotovené z horniho bilého a dolniho ¢erve-
ného pruhu. Po revoluci v roce 1848 ziskaly vieobecné akceptovany
vyznam ¢eského narodniho symbolu. Stejnou podobu méla ptivodni
¢eskoslovenska vlajka, poprvé slavnostné vztycena 18. 10. 1918, v den
publikovani Washingtonské deklarace, na domé obyvaném T. G.
Masarykem. Po rozsiieni poctu ¢eskoslovenskych barev o modrou se
musela zménit i vlajka. Pfedev$im estetické duvody vedly k vytvore-
ni navrhu modrého zerdového klinu, jenz mél sahat do tietiny délky
dosavadni bilo¢ervené vlajky, ale po ¢etnych protestech byl prodlou-
zen do jeji poloviny. V této podobé zakonodarci 30. 3. 1920 novou vlaj-
ku s pomérem délky k &iice 3: 2 schvalili a jako statni symbol Ceské
republiky plati dodnes.

teskoslovenska vlajka z roku 1918 /
Czechoslovak flag from 1918




I
STATE FLAG

During the first half of the 19th century, provincial banners and flags
with an upper white stripe and lower red stripe became widespread
in Bohemia. After the 1848 revolution, they were universally accept-
ed as a Czech national symbol. The original Czechoslovak flag, first
ceremoniously raised on 18 October 1918 - on the date on which the
Washington Declaration was published - at the building occupied by
T. G. Masaryk, had the same appearance. After blue became one of the
Czechoslovak colours, the flag had to be changed. It was primarily for
aesthetic reasons that a blue wedge on the flagstaff side was designed;
originally, it was meant to reach to a third of the way along the exist-

ing red and white flag, but in the wake of numerous protests it was
extended to the halfway point. Legislators approved this design of the
new flag, with a length-to-width ratio of 3 : 2, on 30 March 1920, and it
is still a state symbol of the Czech Republic.

statni viajka Ceské republiky / state flag of the Czech Republic




VLAJKA PREZIDENTA REPUBLIKY k| ‘ ' ‘ ' ‘ ' A ' ‘ '

Tradice zvlastni vlajky pro hlavu statu saha ve stiedni Evropé jen
do 19. stoleti. Roku 1828 vznikla rakouska cisatska vlajka ¢tvercové-
ho tvaru s okrajem z barevnych trojuhelnikii. Pro ¢eskoslovenského
prezidenta byla 30. 3. 1920 uzdkonéna bila ¢tvercova vlajka s okrajem
ve statnich barvach, tvoienym misto trojuhelnikt plaménky. Znazor-
novala velky statni znak. Zakon ze 17. 11. 1960 podobu prezidentské
vlajky zménil: socialisticky znak na ni doprovodily zlaté lipové rato-
lesti a ¢ervend stuha s heslem ,Pravda vitézi“. Vlajku prezidenta Ceské
republiky zakotvuje zdkon ze 17. 12. 1992, platny od 1. 1. nasledujiciho
roku. Také na ni doplnuji velky statni znak lipové ratolesti a tradi¢ni
heslo ,Pravda vitézi“.
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vlajka prezidenta Ceské republiky / flag of the President of the Czech Republic ‘ | ‘ | ‘ | ‘ I ‘ |



FLAG OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

The tradition of a special flag for the head of state only dates back to
the 19th century in Central Europe; the Austrian imperial flag, square
in shape with colour triangles along the edge, was created in 1828. On
30 March 1920, a white square flag, with state colours along the edge,
formed by flames instead of triangles, was enshrined in law as the flag
of the Czechoslovak president. It depicted the great state coat of arms.
The Act of 17 November 1960 altered the appearance of the presiden-
tial flag; the socialist heraldic emblem was accompanied by golden
linden branches and a red scroll with the motto ‘“Truth prevails’ The
flag of the President of the Czech Republic was appointed in alaw of 17
December 1992, which entered into force on 1 January of the following
year. Here, the great state coat of arms is complemented with linden
branches and the traditional motto “Truth prevails’.

vlajka prezidenta z roku 1920 / presidential flag from 1920
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STATNI PECET

Nejstarsi statni pecet v dnesnim slova smyslu nechali po¥idit v roce
1432 prestavitelé vitéznych husitti v ramci priprav na diplomaticka
jednani s cizinou. Zobrazovala §tit s dvouocasym lvem a latinsky opis
ji oznacoval jako pecet Koruny kralovstvi ¢eského, coz byl tehdej-
8i oficialni nazev statu. Uplattiovala se do roku 1458. Stit s dvouoca-
sym lvem byl také na prvni peceti Ceskoslovenska uzivané do roku
1924, ktera postradala jakykoli opis. Tu nahradily velka a mala pecet
republiky podle zakona z 30. 3. 1920. Od roku 1960 existovala jedina
statni pecet, zobrazujici statni znak doplnény z obou stran lipovymi
ratolestmi o tiech listech. Pozdé&ji se ménil nazev republiky v opisu
a podoba znaku, soutasna pedet s velkym znakem Ceské republiky
pochazi z roku 1990.

statni pecet z roku 1432 / state seal from 1432



I
STATE SEAL

The oldest state seal, in today’s sense of the word, was procured in 1432
by representatives of the victorious Hussites in their preparations for
diplomatic talks with other countries. It depicted a shield with a two-
tailed lion and the Latin legend termed it the seal of the Crown of the
Kingdom of Bohemia, which was then the official name of the state. It
was used until 1458. The shield with a two-tailed lion was also applied
to the first seal of Czechoslovakia, used until 1924; this seal bore no
legend. It was replaced by great and small seals of the republic under
the Act of 30 March 1920. As of 1960, there was only one state seal,
depicting the state coat of arms complemented on the sides by linden
branches with three leaves each. The name of the republic and the
arms were subsequently changed; the current seal, containing the
great coat of arms of the Czech Republic, comes from 1990.

statni petet Ceské republiky / state seal of the Czech Republic
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STATNi HYMNA

Od konce 18. stoleti se v Evropé zacaly prosazovat moderni hymny
bez nabozenského vyznamu. V prazském Stavovském divadle zaznéla
21.12. 1834 pti premiéie hry Fidlova¢ka poprvé pisen ,,Kde domov muij*,
slozena Frantiskem Skroupem na slova Josefa Kajetana Tyla. Po padu
absolutistického reZimu v bouflivych 6o. letech 19. stoleti se prosadila
jako neoficialni ¢eska narodni hymna. V Ceskoslovensku naiidilo 13.
12. 1918 ministerstvo obrany hrat spolu s ¢eskou hymnou vzdy i sloven-
skou ,Nad Tatrou sa blyska®; 5. 12. 1930 vydala vlada usneseni, Ze obé
pisné tvori nedilnou ¢eskoslovenskou hymnu. Ustavni zékon z 13. 3.
1990 prohlasil prvni sloku pisné ,,Kde domov muij“ za statni hymnu
Ceské republiky.

teska narodni hymna / Czech national anthem



NATIONAL ANTHEM

Modern anthems free of religious meaning began to emerge in Europe
from the end of the 18th century. On 21 December 1834 in the Estates
Theatre in Prague, the song ‘Kde domov muj’ (Where is my home?),
composed by Frantisek Skroup to words by Josef Kajetan Tyl, was first
heard during the premiere of the play Fidlovacka (Spring Festival).
After the demise of the absolutist regime in the stormy 1860s, it estab-
lished itself as the unofficial Czech national anthem. In Czechoslova-
kia, on 13 December 1918 the Ministry of National Defence ordered that
the Czech anthem always be played together with the Slovak anthem,
‘Lightning over the Tatras’, and on 5 December 1930 the government
issued a resolution declaring that the two songs constituted the inte-
gral Czechoslovak anthem. Under the Constitutional Act of 13 March
1990, the first verse of ‘Where is my home?’ was declared as the nation-
al anthem of the Czech Republic.
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