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Bylo to dobré pulstoleti

Roky s osmickou na konci maji v nasich déjindch magicky vyznam. Jsem rad, Ze se mezi né fadi
i datum vzniku Ceského egyptologického Ustavu v roce 1958. Jména jako Frantisek Lexa, Jaroslav
Cerny ¢&i Miroslav Verner netfeba zvIast predstavovat. Jsme mala zemé, ale presto méame diky nasim
védcim velké zésluhy o zéchranu dédictvi starého Egypta. O tom, jak si Egyptané vazi ceskych
archeologU, svédcifakt, ze jim pfidélili v Abusiru viibec nejvétsi zahrani¢ni koncesi pro vykopévky na
pyramidovych polich. Pfikladna je i popularizacni prace ¢eskych egyptologl doma i v zahranici. Diky
prednaskdm a publikacim v prestiznich ¢asopisech o nés svét v tomto oboru rozhodné vi. Padesat
let existence Ustavu je mzik oproti déjindm staré civilizace, které zkouma. Ale je to dobfe vyuzitych
padesat let a véfim, Ze to nebude posledni pdlstoleti této instituce. Preji nasim egyptologim hodné
dalsich Uspéchi a nezbytny kus Stésti, ktery k této praci patfi.

Mirek Topolanek
predseda vlady Ceské republiky

It has been a good fifty years

Years ending with a number eight seem to have a magical significance in our history. | am happy
to note that the date of origin of the Czech Institute of Egyptology in 1958 also has this distinction.
Names like Frantisek Lexa, Jaroslav Cerny and Miroslav Verner require no special introduction.
We are a small country and yet, thanks to our scientists, we have a great reputation for preserving
the heritage of ancient Egypt. The fact that Czechs have been granted the largest, foreign conces-
sion in Abusir for pyramid field excavations confirms the great respect and appreciation Egyptians
have for Czech archaeologists. The popularity of the work of Czech Egyptologists at home and
abroad is also exemplary. Thanks to lectures and publications in prestigious journals, the world
certainly recognizes the Czech contribution in this field. The fifty years of the Institute’s existence is
like a blink of an eye when compared to the history of the ancient civilization, which it studies. But it
was a half-century well spent and | believe that it will not be the institution’s last fifty-year milestone.
I'wish our Egyptologists many further successes and the essential dose of luck that is such a crucial
part of their work.

Mirek Topolanek
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic

Q.
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Frantisek Lexa, zakladatel ceské
egyptologie
Frantisek Lexa, founder of Czech
Egyptology

Zbynék Zdba a Jaroslav Cerny pfi
navstévé Ptahsepsesovy mastaby
Zbynék Zdba and Jaroslav Cerny
in the mastaba of Ptahshepses

Pocatky ceské egyptologie

Egyptologie se v Ceskych zemich rozvijela jiz od pocatku 20. stoletf, kdy ji zacal pfednddet a svymi ¢lanky
a publikacemi propagovat Frantisek Lexa (1876-1960). V roce 1919 se habilitoval na Filozofické fakulté
Univerzity Karlovy v Praze (FF UK) jako soukromy docent a od roku 1922 plsobil tamtéz jako mimoradny
profesor egyptologie. V roce 1925 se mu podafilo zaloZit na Filozofické fakulté Egyptologicky seminar,
ktery se stal prvnim mistem setkdvani zajemcl o stary Egypt. Lexa kolem sebe shromazdil studenty
rlznych obor( a z4jm, ktefi se pak egyptologii v rlzné mite vénovali.

Jednim z prvnich zaka prof. Lexy byl Jaroslav Cerny (1898-1970). Po absolvovani studia egyptologie mél
diky Lexovi pfilezitost zdcastnit se expedic Francouzského Ustavu orientdlnf archeologie v Dér el-Mediné.
Od roku 1930 pUsobil jako soukromy docent v Lexové seminafi. Po skonceni druhé svétové vélky, v roce
1947, Cerny pfijal nabidku pfednaset egyptologii v Londyné a poté v Oxfordu.
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Zbynék Zaba (1917-1971) zacal studovat egyptologii v roce 1945. Na utvéreni jeho védeckého sméru se
podileli jak Lexa, tak i Cerny. Od roku 1949 plsobil jako LexCiv asistent a o pét let pozdéji se stal docentem
egyptologie. V 50. letech se velmi intenzivné podilel na pfipravé vzniku egyptologického Ustavu. Spolu
s Lexou byl ¢lenem kulturni delegace v Egypté v roce 1956 a béhem svého nasledného plsobeni na Vysoké
spolupréce i o praktickych otazkach s ni souvisejicich. Ceskoslovensky egyptologicky Ustav v Praze byl
ziizen dne 1. Fijna 1958 na zakladé usneseni viady CSR a jeho feditelem byl zvolen Frantidek Lexa. Kahirské
pracovisté Ceskoslovenského egyptologického Ustavu bylo otevieno dne 20. kvétna 1959.

The Beginnings of Czech Egyptology

Czech Egyptology was founded by Frantisek Lexa (1876-1960), who began lecturing in Egyptology and
promoting the discipline by means of articles and publications, as early as the 1910s. In 1919, Lexa
qualified as a private senior lecturer at the Faculty of Arts of Charles University in Prague, in 1922 as an
associate professor, and in 1927 he became the first professor of Egyptology in Czechoslovakia. In 1925
he succeeded in establishing a Seminar in Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts, which became the first
meeting place for people interested in the civilisation of Ancient Egypt. Students of various subjects and
interests rallied round Lexa and took up further studies of Egyptology in varying degrees.

Jaroslav Cerny (1898-1970) was among Lexa’s first students. Having studied and graduated in Egypto-
logy, Cerny seized the opportunity, based on the recommendation of his teacher, to participate in the
expeditions of the French Institute of Oriental Archaeology at Deir el-Medina. In 1930, he qualified as
a private senior lecturer in Lexa's Seminar. After World War Two, in 1947, he accepted the offer to lecture
in Egyptology in London, and later in Oxford.

Zbynék Zaba (1917-1971) began to study Egyptology in 1945. Both Lexa and Cerny contributed to the
shaping of his academic profile. In 1949, he became Lexa’s assistant, and five years later qualified as an
associate professor of Egyptology. In the 1950s, Zaba took an active part in preparing the foundation
of the Institute of Egyptology. In 1956, he visited Egypt, together with Lexa, as a member of a cultural
delegation, and, in the course of his subsequent activities at the Higher School of Languages in Cairo,
he negotiated with prominent Egyptian Egyptologists over the possibilities for the broadest possible
cooperation, as well as its practical aspects. The Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology in Prague was
established by a resolution of the Czechoslovak government on 1 October 1958, with Frantisek Lexa
appointed as the Institute’s director. The Cairo branch of the Institute was opened on 20 May 1959.

Jaroslav Cerny a Zbynék Zdba

u obrazu Frantiska Lexy
Jaroslav Cerny and Zbynék Zdba
in front of the portrait

of Frantisek Lexa

Zbynék Zdba pti prdci v hrobce
vezira Ptahsepsese

Zbynék Zdba in the tomb
of the vizier Ptahshepses
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Egyptologové diskutuji nad
pldnem Ptahsepsesovy mastaby

Egyptologists examining the plan
of the mastaba of Ptahshepses

Cesky egyptologicky tstav, pracovisté Filozofické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy
v Praze

Po smrti Frantiska Lexy pfevzal vedeni Ustavu jeden z jeho zakd, Zbynék Z&ba. Na pocatku 60. let
20. stoletf Ustav zahdjil archeologické vyzkumy v Abusiru v Egypté a v letech 1961-1965 se ¢lenové
Ustavu podileli na mezindrodnf akci UNESCO na zachranu pamatek starovéké Nubie, ohrozenych vodami
nové Asuanské prehrady. Cinnost pracovnik( Ustavu je od té doby rozdélena mezi Egypt, kde probihaji
archeologické vyzkumy, a CR, kde zpracovavajf a publikujf vysledky vyzkuma v Egypté, pfednéseji egypto-
logii, seznamuji nasi i svétovou vefejnost s vysledky egyptologického badani atd.

Po slozitém obdobi na pocatku 70. let se pod vedenim Miroslava Vernera podafilo v roce 1975 ziskat
novou, rozsahlou archeologickou koncesiv Abusiru, kterd zahrnuje jak kralovské stavby z doby 5. dynastie
(25. stol. pf. n. 1), tak hrobky vysokych ufednik( z konce 3. a z poloviny 1. tis. pf. n. |. K vyraznému rozvoji
egyptologického badanf doslo po roce 1990, zejména v souvislosti s rozsahlymi projekty v rdmci statnf
podpory védy a vyzkumu, Ceskym narodnim egyptologickym centrem (2000-2004) a od roku 2005
probihajicim vyzkumnym zamérem Vyzkum civilizace starého Egypta’, na némz se v soucasnosti podilf
témér tricet védeckych a technickych pracovnikld nejriznéjsich specializaci. Jako odpovéd na zadost
egyptského ministerstva kultury o pomoc pfi zéchrané ohrozenych pamatek v oblasti 04z a nilské delty
se od roku 2003 (mj. diky sponzorskym darlim) podafilo rozsifit ¢eské vyzkumy v EAR i na oblast odzy
Bahrija v egyptské Zapadni pousti.

S vysledky ceského egyptologického badani je rozsahle seznamovéna odbornd i laicka verejnost u nas
i ve svété (dosud vyslo témeéf Sedesat monografii a sbornikl, v naprosté vétsiné cizojazycnych). Neza-
stupitelnou roli ma i knihovna Ustavu (ze zna¢né ¢asti tvofend odkazem vynikajiciho ¢eského egyptologa
Jaroslava Cerného a po ném i pojmenovana), nejvétsi svého druhu ve stfedni a vychodni Evropé.

The Czech Institute of Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts of Charles University
in Prague

When Frantisek Lexa died in 1960, he was succeeded as the head of the Institute of Egyptology by
Zbynék Zé&ba, one of his students. In the early 1960s, the Institute initiated archaeological research at
Abusir, and between 1961 and 1965 it participated in the UNESCO-organised international campaign
to save the monuments of Nubia that were to be flooded by the waters of the projected High Dam of
Aswan. Since that time, the activity of the Institute has been divided between Egypt, where its members
carry out archaeological excavation, and the Czech Republic, where they process and publish the results
of their research done in Egypt, lecture in Egyptology, and acquaint the Czech and international public
with the results of their Egyptological research, etc.

In 1975, following the complicated period of the early 1970s, the Institute, directed by Miroslav Verner,
was granted a new archaeological concession at Abusir, covering both the royal structures from the
Fifth Dynasty (25" century BC) and the tombs of high officials, dated to the late 3 and mid-1% millen-
nia BC. Egyptological research in the Czech Republic has undergone considerable development since
1990, particularly in conjunction with the large-scale projects undertaken within the framework of the
government's support for sciences and research, specifically the project of the Czech National Centre of
Egyptology (2000-2004), and, since 2005, the “Exploration of the Civilisation of Ancient Egypt” research
project. The latter project involves almost thirty scientists and technicians of diverse specializations.



In response to the request of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture, for assistance in saving the endangered
monuments in the oases and the Nile Delta, the Czech research projects in the Arab Republic of Egypt
were extended in 2003, to cover the region of the Bahariya Oasis, in the Western Desert (inter alia, thanks
to sponsors donations).

The results of the Czech research in Egyptology are presented in a comprehensive manner to specialists
as well as the general public in the Czech Republic and abroad (some sixty monographs and miscella-
nies have been published so far, mostly in foreign languages). Playing an important role, in this respect,
is the Institute’s library (named after the outstanding Czech Egyptologist Jaroslav Cerny), the largest of
its kind in Central and Eastern Europe.

ODKRYVANISTAREHO EGYPTA

Satelitni snimek abusirské
nekropole

Satellite image of the Abusir
necropolis
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Skalni malba srpkovitého ¢lunu
ze skalniho piistresku na Jizni
koncesi

Rock painting of a sickle-shaped
boat from a rock shelter in

the Southern Concession

Akce UNESCO na zachranu pamatek Nubie

Rozhodnuti egyptské vlady vybudovat u Asudnu Vysokou prehradu pocitalo s vytvorenim rozséhlé
umelé vodni nadrze o délce pfiblizné 500 kilometr(. Tento projekt mél zajistit Egyptu rozvoj jeho
primyslu a zemédélstvi, zaroven viak predpokladal zaplaveni celé Dolni Nubie s jejim svébytnym
kulturnim dédictvim. UNESCO proto vyhlasilo mezindrodnf akci na zachranu ohrozenych pamatek.
Ceskoslovensko se do akce zapojilo prostfednictvim nedlouho piedtim zalozeného egyptologické-
ho Ustavu a do oblasti DoInf Nubie vyslalo v letech 1961-1965 celkem pét expedic.

Prvni dvé expedice se zaméfily na lokalizaci tzv. Jizntho chramu v Tafé, ktery byl sice zndmy z kreseb,
popist a dokonce ze dvou daguerrotypif, ale béhem 2. poloviny 19. stoleti byl z velké ¢asti znicen
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a jeho pozUstatky zmizely pod ndnosy nilského bahna. Sou¢asné probihala i architektonicka doku-
mentace fimské pevnosti v nedalekém Kertési. K objasnénf tafsko-kertaského komplexu staveb
byl v roce 1963 proveden kratky srovnavaci vyzkum ve starovékych kamenolomech v egyptské
Vychodni pousti.

Béhem tieti a Ctvrté expedice jeji Ucastnici provedli systematicky prizkum na dvou pfiblizné tfice-
tikilometrovych Usecich nilského udolf (tzv. Jizni a Severni koncesi), pfedstavujicich zhruba ¢tvrtinu
uzemi Dolni Nubie. Celkem bylo nalezeno 243 skalnich napisti a na pét tisic skalnich kreseb a skal-
nich maleb. Vedle epigrafického prazkumu se provadél také povrchovy archeologicky prazkum,
v ramci kterého byla objevena mimo jiné tfi velkd a dvé mala pohfebisté, sedm skalnich hrobek,
Sest Fimskych straznich véZi a jeden lom.

Cilem paté expedice se stal archeologicky vyzkum rozsdhlého mohylového pohfebisté naleZiciho
ke kultufe skupiny X (4.-6. stol. n. |.) ve Wadf Kitné a srovndvaci prlizkum na jiznf ¢asti nedalekého
pohfebisté v Kaldbsi. Ve stejném roce dokoncil ¢eskoslovensky tym etnograficky priizkum vybra-
nych oblasti.

UNESCO Campaign to Save the Monuments of Nubia

The decision by the Egyptian Government to build the High Dam at Aswan anticipated the creation of
ahuge water reservoir, some 500 km long. The project sought to secure for Egypt the growth and develop-
ment of her industry and agriculture, but at the same time it required the flooding of the entire Lower
Nubia, with her unique cultural heritage. Therefore, UNESCO called for an international campaign to save
the endangered monuments. Czechoslovakia took part in the campaign through the agency of the
recently established Institute of Egyptology, and in 1961-1965 sent five expeditions to Lower Nubia.

In the first two seasons, the Czechoslovak team located the Southern Temple at Tafa: it had been known
from 19" century drawings, accounts, and even two daguerreotypes, but most of it had been destroyed
in the second half of the 19" century, and whatever was left disappeared under thick deposits of mud
from the Nile. Architectural documentation of the Roman fortress at nearby Qertassi was in progress at
the same time. With the purpose of explaining the Tafa-Qertassi complex of structures, a short compara-
tive research project was carried out in the ancient stone quarries in the Eastern Desert of Egypt.

The third and the fourth expeditions carried through a systematic survey of two, approximately thirty-
kilometre tracts of the Nile Valley (the so-called Southern and Northern concessions), representing
about one quarter of the territory of Lower Nubia. Altogether, 243 rock inscriptions and more than five
thousand rock drawings and paintings were documented in the course of the survey. The epigraphical
survey was combined with a preliminary archaeological survey, the findings of which included three
large and two small cemeteries, seven rock-cut tombs, six Roman watchtowers, and one quarry.

The objective of the fifth expedition was to perform a complete archaeological excavation of an
extensive tumuli cemetery attributed to the X-Group culture (4"-6™ centuries AD) at Wadi Qitna, and
a comparative exploration of the southernmost part of the nearby cemetery at Kalabsha. In the same
year, the Czechoslovak team completed their ethnographical research of selected regions.

Malovany dzbdnek,
merojskd doba
NM = Ndprstkovo muzeum

Painted pot, Meroitic period
NM — Ndprstek Museum

Kulovitd nddoba, merojskd doba
NM = Ndprstkovo muzeum
Globular vessel, Meroitic period
NM — Ndprstek Museum
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Hlava dioritové sochy panovnika
Raneferefa (nyniv Egyptském
muzeu v Kdhire)

Head of the diorite statue of King
Raneferef (now in the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo)

Abdsirské pyramidy, v popredf(
Sahuretv zddusnich chrdm
Pyramids of Abusir, with

the funerary temple

of Sahure to the fore

Kralovské pohiebisté v Abusiru

Pyramidové pohfebisté v Abusiru je soucasti pasu kralovskych pyramidovych poli nyni nazyvanych
Memfidskd nekropole. Zdaleka viditelné pyramidy panovnikd, ktefi se zde béhem prvni poloviny
5. dynastie nechali pohrbit — Sahurea, Neferirkarea a Niuserrea —, lakaly badatele jiz od 30. let 19. stoletf.
Vyzkum téchto monumentd provadény na pocatku 20. stoleti némeckou expedici pod vedenim Ludwiga
Borchardta pfinesl mnoho novych poznatkd tykajicich se architektury, vyzdoby a vybavy kralovskych
hrobovych komplexd, ale také déjin Staré fise. V této dobé prochézel jednim ze svych vrcholl slune¢ni
kult. Jeho vyjadrenim se stala i stavba slunec¢nich chramd. Tyto okrsky tvorily nedilnou funkéni soucast
pyramidovych komplexd, a to presto, ze byly od nich stavebné oddéleny. Ze Sesti slunecnich chram(
byly objeveny a archeologicky prozkoumany pouze dva — Veserkaflv a NiuserreQv na sever od Abusiru.
Dominantou téchto staveb byly mohutné zdéné obelisky.

Archeologické expedice CEgU FF UK pracuje v jizni ¢asti pyramidové nekropole od roku 1976.
Doposud zde prozkoumala pyramidové komplexy kraloven (Chentkaus II, komplex Lepsius ¢. XXIV),
hrobky pfislusnikd kralovské rodiny (napf. neobvyklou dvojhrobku Lepsius ¢. XXV) a predevsim
pohtebni komplex panovnika Raneferefa. Tento panovnik 5. dynastie zemrel pomérné zahy a stavba
jeho pyramidy nebyla dokoncena podle plvodniho planu. Misto kamenného zddusniho chramu
zde vznikl rozsahly cihlovy chrdm, kde bylo objeveno velké mnozstvi vyznamnych pamétek. Kromé
fragmentl papyrového chrdmového archivy, jednoho ze tii nalezenych v Abusiru, to byl také sou-
bor Raneferefovych soch a déle hlinéné peceti, fajansové vyplné, kamenné nadoby, keramika atp.
V pyramidé byly objeveny ¢asti panovnikovy mumie i zbytky pohfebni vybavy.




The Royal Necropolis at Abusir

The pyramid necropolis at Abusir forms part of the chain of pyramid fields, today referred to as the
Memphite Necropolis. Visible from afar, the pyramids of the rulers who were buried here in the course of
the first half of the Fifth Dynasty — Sahure, Neferirkare and Niuserre — have been attracting scholars ever
since the 1830s. The research of these monuments undertaken in the early 20" century, by a German
expedition led by Ludwig Borchardt, produced a wealth of new knowledge of the architecture, decora-
tion, and funerary equipment found in the royal funerary complexes, but also threw new light on the
history of the Old Kingdom in general. At that time, the solar cult reached one of its apexes, and found
expression in the construction of sun temples. In terms of their function, these complexes formed an
integral part of the pyramid complexes, although they were separated from them structurally. Of the six
sun temples, only two have been located so far — that of Userkaf and that of Niuserre, - both situated to
the north of Abusir. Massive masonry obelisks were their dominant features.

Pohrebni komplex panovnika
Raneferefa po ukonceni vyzkumu

Funerary complex of King
Raneferef after excavation
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Krdlovna Chentkaus Il. sedici na
truné (fajdnsovd vyplri)

NM — Ndprstkovo muzeum
Queen Khentkaus Il seated on
the throne (faience inlay)

NM = Ndprstek Museum

Detail sedici sochy panovnika
Raneferefa (nyni'v Egyptském
muzeu v Kdhire)

Detail of a seated statue of King
Raneferef (now in the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo)

na protéjsf strané:
Archeologicky vyzkum v prostoru
krdlovského pohrebisté v Abusiru
on the opposite side:
Archaeological exploration in
the area of the royal necropolis
at Abusir

12

The archaeological expedition of the Czech Institute of Egyptology has been working in the southern
part of the pyramid necropolis since 1976. It has explored the mortuary complexes of queens (Khentkaus
II, the “Lepsius No. XXIV" complex), the tombs of members of the royal family (for example the unusual
twin tomb known as the “Lepsius No. XXV"), and above all the funerary complex of King Raneferef. This
Fifth Dynasty ruler died quite young, and his pyramid complex was not completed in compliance with
the original plan. A stone funerary temple was replaced by a large mud-brick temple, within the walls
of which numerous remarkable discoveries were made. Apart from the fragments of a papyrus archive,
one of the three discovered at Abusir, they include a set of Raneferef’s statues, clay seals, faience inlays,
stone vessels, pottery, and other materials. Parts of the ruler's mummy, as well as remnants of his funerary
equipment, were discovered inside the pyramid.
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Hlava kfemencové sochy vezira
Ptahsepsese (nyni'v Egyptském
muzeu v Kdhire)

Head of a quartzite statue of
the vizier Ptahshepses (now in
the Egyptian Museum in Cairo)

Drevénd socha prince
Neserkauhora
NM = Ndprstkovo muzeum

Wooden statue of Prince
Neserkauhor
NM — Ndprstek Museum
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Hrobky ¢lenti kralovské rodiny a hodnostafi v severnim Abusiru

Pocatky aktivit Ceskoslovenského egyptologického Ustavu FF UK v AbUsiru jsou spojeny s hrobkou vezira
PtahSepsese. Prace v této mastabé byly zahajeny jiz v roce 1960. Archeologicky vyzkum této hrobky byl
dokoncen v roce 1974, ale restaurdtorské prace na této pamatce pokracuji dodnes.

Ptahsepsesova mastaba, postavend nejméné ve trech hlavnich stavebnich fazich, predstavuje jednu
7 nejvétsich a zaroven stavebné nejsloZitéjsich dosud prozkoumanych nekralovskych hrobek Staré fise.
Jeji architektura prekracuje ramec soukromé hrobky, obsahuje celou fadu prvkd do té doby vyhra-
zenych pro pyramidové komplexy egyptskych kral (napt. sedlovy tvar stropu v pohfebni komore). Vedle
architektury, reliéf( a stavebnich grafit se béhem vykopévek podafilo objevit velké mnozstvi archeo-
logickych predmétd.

Ptahsepses zahdjil svou zavratnou kariéru jako predstaveny kadefnik( kralovského dvora a manikér,
na jejim vrcholu zastaval Ufad vezira, nejvyssiho Ufednika egyptského stétu, a sfatkem s princeznou
Chamerernebtej se stal zetém kréle Niuserrea.

V roce 1976 byl zahdjen vyzkum na nové udélené koncesi v jihovychodni ¢asti abusirské kralovské
nekropole, pro niz se pozdéji ujalo oznaceni pohfebisté ,Dzedkareovy rodiny” Béhem vykopové
sezony v roce 1976 byla odkryta nejdllezitéjsi hrobka pohrebisté, patfici princezné Chekeretnebtej,
dceti krale Dzedkarea Isesiho z pozdni 5. dynastie. Hrobka, ve které byla vedle Chekeretnebtej pohibena
i jeji pravdépodobné dcera Tisethor, se do dnesni doby dochovala v nebyvale dobrém stavu.V pohtebni
komore se dokonce podafilo objevit podstatnou ¢ast pohrebni vybavy.

Po dlouhé odmice si pohfebisté opét ziskalo pozornost roku 1987, kdy byly odkryty hrobky dalsich
hodnostard, jmenovité krélovského syna Neserkauhora — v jehoz hrobce byl nalezen rozséhly soubor
drevénych soch —, pisafe Idua ajeho manzelky Chenit, princezny Hedzetnebu, dalsi dcery kréle Dzedkarea,
a spravce kralovského palace Mernefua.

The Royal Family and Officials at Abusir-North

The beginnings of the fieldwork of the Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology at Abusir are associated
with the tomb of the vizier Ptahshepses. The archaeological exploration of this tomb was
commenced as early as 1960 and completed in 1974, but the restoration of this monument is still
ongoing.

The mastaba of Ptahshepses, built in at least three major construction stages, is one of the largest
known and, in structural terms, most complex non-royal tombs, from the time of the Old Kingdom.
Its architecture exceeds the scope of a private tomb, and incorporates a number of elements hitherto
reserved for the pyramid complexes of Egyptian kings (for instance, a saddle-shaped ceiling in the
burial chamber). Apart from the architecture, reliefs, and builders’ marks, a great many objects of
archaeological value were discovered during the excavations.

Ptahshepses started his staggering career as the overseer of the hairdressers of the royal court and as
a manicurist, and at its peak he was appointed to the office of vizier, the highest official of the Egyptian
state. Through his marriage to Princess Khamerernebty, he became King Niuserre's son-in-law.

In 1976, research was launched on a newly granted concession in the south-eastern part of the royal
necropolis at Abusir, which later became known as the “Djedkare’s Family Cemetery” The most important
among the tombs, that of the king's daughter Princess Khekeretnebty, daughter of the late 5th Dynasty



King Djedkare Isesi, was unearthed during the excavation season of 1976. The tomb, which in addition
to the burial of Khekeretnebty also incorporated the burial of her probable daughter, Tisethor, has sur-
vived in a surprisingly good condition. The burial chamber itself still contained a substantial part of the
funerary equipment.

After a long pause, the site attracted attention once again in 1987, when the funerary monuments of
other dignitaries were unearthed. They included the tomb of the king's son, Neserkauhor, which yielded
a large set of wooden statues, the tombs of the scribe Idu and his wife Khenit; King Djedkare’s other
daughter, Princess Hedjetnebu; and the administrator of the royal palace, Mernefu.

ODKRYVAN[ STAREHO EGYPTA

Rekonstruované priceli
Ptah$epsesovy mastaby
s osmistvolymi lotosovymi sloupy

Reconstructed entrance into
the mastaba of Ptahshepses with
eight-stemmed lotus columns
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Odkryvani hrobek hodnostafti v jiznim Abusiru

V Abusiru stoji ¢tyri pyramidové komplexy krdlG 5. dynastie a v jejich stinu lezi zapomenutd mésta mrtvych
s tisici hrobek nélezejicich ¢lentm kralovské rodiny, nejvyssim, vysokym i nize postavenym Urednikiim
hlavniho mésta Memfidy: pisafim, predstavenym kralovskych uradd, femesiniklim, zemédélcam,
vojaklim a knézim, ktefi byli patefi tehdejsiho staroegyptského statu.

Od roku 1991 probihd v tzv. jiznim Abusiru systematicky vyzkum hrobek, které, pokud jde o architek-
turu, vyzdobu a pohfebni vybavy, nemaji obdoby. Mezi nejvyznamnéjsi z nich patfi komplex vezira
Kara a jeho synd. Tyto hrobky se dochovaly témér ve své plvodni velikosti a sklddaly se ze zdobenych
kapli a hluboko pod zemfi umisténych pohtebnich komor s velkymi vapencovymi sarkofdgy a boha-
tymi pohfebnimi vybavami, obsahujicimi médéné a kamenné nadoby, stovky médénych nastrojd,
modely obétin pro vécny zivot na onom sveété a mnohé jiné pfedméty. V roce 2007 byla prozkoumana
nevykradena pohtebni komora zédusniho knéze panovnik( 5. dynastie Neferinpua.

Vyzkumu vjiznim Abusiru se G¢astni i prizvani specialisté z ¢eskych univerzit, Akademie véd CRi zahrani¢ni
odbornici, napf. z oborl geologie, paleoekologie, antropologie a jinych. V rdmci multidisciplindrniho
vyzkumu se uplatiuji nejmodernéjsi védecké metody a postupy, jako jsou napf. geofyzikéIni prizkum,
dalkovy prazkum Zemé (zahrnujici i detailnf satelitni snimkovani). S jejich pomoci se dafi pronikat pod
povrch egyptské pousté a odhalovat mnohd tajemstvi existence staroegyptské civilizace, jejiho vzniku,
rozkvétu i zaniku.

Unearthing the Tombs of Dignitaries at Abusir-South

There are four pyramid complexes of the Fifth Dynasty kings at Abusir, and in their shadow lie forgot-
ten cities of the dead, with thousands of tombs built for members of the royal family, as well as for the
highest, high-, and lower-ranking officials of Memphis, then the capital city of Egypt: scribes, overseers
of royal offices, craftsmen, farmers, soldiers, and priests, who together constituted the backbone of the
ancient Egyptian state.

Since 1991, the southern section of the Abusir necropolis known as Abusir-South has been the site of
a systematic exploration of tombs, whose architecture, decoration, and funerary equipment are without
parallel. One of the most significant of the tombs is the funerary complex of the vizier Qar and his sons.
These tombs have been preserved almost in their original extent. They consist of decorated chapels and
burial chambers sunk deep below the ground, with large limestone sarcophagi and abundant funer-
ary equipment, including copper and stone vessels, hundreds of copper tools, models of offerings for
the afterlife, and a variety of other objects. In 2007, the Institute explored an intact burial chamber of
Neferinpu, who served as a priest for the Fifth Dynasty rulers.

Specialists from Czech universities and the Czech Academy of Sciences, as well as experts from abroad,
have been invited to participate in the research project taking place at Abusir-South. In multidiscipli-
nary research the Czech team makes use of state-of-the-art scientific methods and procedures, such as
the geophysical surveying and remote sensing of the Earth (including detailed satellite photography),
and incorporate various branches of science, such as geology, palaeoecology, anthropology, and other
disciplines. With their aid, the Czech Egypthologists have been successfully penetrating below the
surface of the Egyptian desert, to reveal a great many secrets of the existence of the ancient
Egyptian civilisation, its origins, rise, and decline.

Detail tvdre soudce Intiho, syna
vezira Kara

Detail of face of the judge Inti,
son of the vizier Qar

Travertinovd nddoba nalezend
v sarkofdgu zddusniho knéze
Neferinpua

Travertine vessel discovered in
the sarcophagus of the funerary
priest Neferinpu

na protéjsf strané:
Nepravé dvere v obétni kapli
vezira Kara

on the opposite side:
False door in the offering chapel
of the vizier Qar

17



ODKRYVANI STAREHO EGYPTA

Obli¢ejovd maska lufaova
vnitiniho Cedicového sarkofdgu

Face mask of the inner basalt
sarcophagus of lufaa

Travertinové kanopické nddoby
sprdvce paldct lufay

Travertine canopic jars of
the administrator of the palaces
lufaa
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Sajsko-perské pohiebisté

V samotném zavéru viddy 26. dynastie, tedy kratce pfed vpadem perskych vojsk do Egypta v roce
525 pt. n. |, vzniklo na mirné vyvysening, pomérné daleko od okraje poustniho plata, pohfebisté egypt-
skych hodnostarl a knézi, ktefi si za misto svého posledniho odpocinku zvolili vétsi ¢i mensi hrobky
tzv. Sachtového typu.V blizkosti téchto staveb bylo objeveno i nékolik jednoduchych pohtb(, ulozenych
pouze do mélkych jam v pisku. Zfejmé nalezely chudym obyvatelim vesnic v nejblizsim okoli a nejmladsi
z nich mdzeme datovat az do Ptolemaiovské doby, coz moznd svédci o Ucté, které se u pozdéjsich
generaci tésili hodnostafi pohfbeni v této asti nekropole, zejména Vedzahorresnet.

Z velkych staveb se dosud podafilo prozkoumat hrobky patfici pravé Vedzahorresnetovi a lufaovi.
V neddvné dobé byl zahdjen i vyzkum v Menechibnekonové hrobce. Mezi mensimi hrobkami Ize uvést
hrobku Padihorovu a anonymni hrobku oznacovanou jako,R3" Na zakladé vysledkd povrchového a geo-
fyzikdIntho prizkumu vsak vime, Ze celé hrobové pole vytvéii 5 az 6 velkych a nékolik mensich hrobek,
které jsou uspofradany do dvou fad zhruba ve sméru od severozdpadu k jihovychodu.

K nejvyznamnéjsim objevim v této ¢asti abusirské nekropole nepochybné nélezi objev nevyloupené
hrobky spravce palacl lufay. Pravé jeho hrobka predstavuje v mnoha ohledech nejpozoruhodnéjsi
stavbu svého druhu doposud zkoumanou v Abusiru. Svou hlavni pohiebni komoru si nechal lufaa vy-
budovat na dné ohromné Sachty, v hloubce asi 22 metrd. Celd komora je vystavéna z vapencovych
blokU, které jsou pokryty reliéfni vyzdobou a ndbozenskymi texty. Obdobné je zdobena i spodni ¢ést
vapencového vnéjsiho sarkofadgu a obé ¢asti cedicového vnitiniho sarkofagu, ktery rozsahem vyzdoby
nema mezi dosud znamymi pamatkami svého druhu obdobu. Navzdory tomu, Ze se zlodéjdm podafilo
proniknout do hlavni Sachty, zistala lufaova hrobka nevyloupena. V Uizké ulicce mezi sténami dvojitého
sarkofdgu a komory se tak nasly pozUstatky plvodni bohaté pohiebni vybavy.

The Saite-Persian Cemetery

At the very end of the Twenty-Sixth Dynasty, i.e, shortly before the Persian troops invaded Egypt in
525 BC, a new cemetery was established on a small hill, situated relatively far from the edge of the desert
plateau. It was intended for Egyptian dignitaries and priests, who chose to be laid to rest in large or




smaller tombs of the type known as shaft tombs. In the vicinity of these structures, several simple burials
were found, with bodies interred in shallow pits excavated in sand. They seemed to have belonged to
the poor inhabitants of the neighbouring villages. The most recent of these burials may be dated to as
late as the Ptolemaic Period, and be taken to represent evidence of the esteem in which the dignitaries
buried in this part of the necropolis, particularly Udjahorresnet, were held by later generations.

Of the large structures, the tombs of Udjahorresnet and lufaa have been explored completely, while the
exploration of the tomb of Menekhibneko was commenced only recently. Of the smaller tombs, only
that of Padihor and the anonymous tomb labelled R3 have been excavated; nevertheless, proceeding
from the results of the surface and geophysical surveys, we can state that the entire cemetery consists
of five or six large and several smaller tombs, arranged in two rows, aligned approximately in the north-
western to south-eastern direction.

One of the most significant discoveries in this part of the Abusir necropolis is no doubt the intact tomb
of the administrator of the palaces, lufaa. His tomb represents in many respects the most fascinating
structure of its kind hitherto explored at Abusir. lufaa had his main burial chamber constructed at the
bottom of a large shaft, about 22 metres below the ground. The whole chamber was built of limestone
blocks, almost entirely covered with relief decoration and religious texts. The lower part of the outer
limestone sarcophagus is decorated in a similar way, just as both parts of the inner basalt sarcophagus,
which is quite unique among the known objects of its kind, in the extent of decoration. Despite the
fact that tomb robbers did manage to penetrate into the main shaft, lufaa’'s tomb remained intact. The
remains of the rich original funerary equipment were found in the narrow gap between the walls of
the double sarcophagus and the chamber.

Ukdzka reliéfni vyzdoby
andboZenskych textd z lufaovy
pohrebni komory

Relief decoration and religious
texts from the burial chamber
of lufaa

Detail z vyzdoby Menechibneko-
novy pohfebni komory

Detail of decoration of
the Menekhibneko ’s burial
chamber
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El-Hajez: vyzkum egyptské Zapadni pousté

Priblizné 430 km jihozapadnim smérem od Kéhiry se v jizni ¢asti Bahrijské prolakliny nachazi mala
0dza el-Hajez. AZ na jednu vyjimku nebyla tato oblast do roku 2003 detailné mapovéna a ani védecky
prozkoumana. Jeji védecky potencidl a historicky vyznam objevila aZz Ceskd expedice. Postupné zde
bylo zmapovano néekolik desitek lokalit ze starsi doby kamenné (cca 500 000-7000 pt. n. |) a vice nez
20 archeologickych lokalit z rdznych historickych obdobi. Z nejvyznamnéjsich mist je mozné vyzdvih-
nout predevsim dvé: Gard el-Abjad a Bir Sovis.

Na lokalité Gard el-Abjad bylo identifikovdno doposud nejstarsi znamé osidleni v oblasti z doby staviteld
pyramid (24. stol. pf. n.1.). Jedna se o mensi vesnicku, ze které se zachovaly pouze zbytky zdiva a keramika.
Jeji existence vsak naznacuje, Ze jiz v této dobé stafi Egyptané vysilali své expedice do hlubin Zapadni
pousté, zfejmé s cilem ziskat nové zdroje nerostnych surovin.

Bir Sovi$ naopak predstavuje rozlehlé osidlenf z doby zanikajici fise ¥imské a rodiciho se kiestanstvi
(4.-5. stol. n. 1.). Na plose nejméné 20 ha se zde nachézeji obytné domy (dochované do vyse 4-5 m),
dilny, skladisté a vyrobni okrsky. Nalezy z jara r. 2007 potvrdily spravnost predpokladu, ze zde Zila pocetna
komunita ranych kestant. Mozaiku nalez( dopliuji cetné fragmenty textl a ojedinély systém podzem-
nich (leckdy az 30 m hlubokych) tunel fungujicich jako kolektory vody, tzv. manavdry. Tento systém
umoznil preZiti pocetné komunity kfestan(i na okraji tehdejsiho civilizovaného svéta, kde hledali bezpeci
a klid.

El-Hayez: Research in the Western Desert of Egypt

The small oasis of el-Hayez lies about 430 km south-west of Cairo, in the southernmost part of the
Bahariya Depression. With a single exception, this region had never been surveyed in detail or explored
until 2003, when its scientific potential and historical significance were discovered by the Czech expe-
dition. Over the course of several seasons, dozens of sites going back to the Palaeolithic period (circa
500,000-7,000 BC), and more than 20 sites dated to various historical periods, have been located thus far.
Two of the most important ones deserve special mention: Gard el-Abyad and Bir Showish.

The oldest known settlement from dynastic period in the region, that dates to the age of the pyramids
(24" century BC), was identified at Gard el-Abyad. Only traces of masonry and fragments of pottery re-
main today of what was once a small village; nevertheless, its existence indicates that as early as this the
ancient Egyptians were dispatching their expeditions deep into the Western Desert, probably with the
objective of locating new sources of raw materials.

Bir Showish, on the other hand, was a large settlement that flourished at the time when the Roman Em-
pire was already drawing to its end and Christianity was beginning to take roots (4"-5" centuries AD).
The area of at least 20 ha has yielded remains of residential houses (preserved up to 4-5 m in height),
workshops, and storage facilities. The findings made in the spring of 2007 confirmed the hypothesis
claiming that this settlement was the home of a large community of early Christians. The mosaic of
discoveries is complemented with numerous fragments of texts and a unique network of underground
tunnels known as manawars (with some of them no less than 30 m deep) that once functioned as water
collectors. This system made it possible for the Christian community to survive on the periphery of the
contemporary civilised world, where they sought after safety and peace.

Pohled na krajinu v Cerné pousti

View of the landscape in
the Black Desert

na protéjsf strané:
Archeologicky vyzkum
na lokalité Bir Sovis

on the opposite side:
Archaeological excavation
at Bir Showish
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Rakev tzv. Anchefenchonsua
NM = Ndprstkovo muzeum
Coffin of so-called
Ankhefenkhonsu

NM = Ndprstek Museum
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Egyptska sbirka Narodniho muzea

Narodni muzeum je jedinou instituci v Ceské republice, ktera spravuje reprezentativni sbirku egyptskych
a nubijskych staroZitnostf.

Jiz v roce 1819, rok po zalozeni muzea, Kaspar ze Sternberka pro muzeum koupil egyptskou mumii,
kterou do Prahy dovezl a v domé U Zlatého andéla vystavil Franz Wilhelm Sieber. Symbolem sbirky se
viak stal dar knizete Frantiska Colloredo-Mansfelda, rakev tzv. Anchefenchonsua, kterou muzeum do
svych sbirek ziskalo roku 1847. Egyptska sbirka se ddle rozsifovala dary ¢eskych a moravskych aristokrat(
a cestovatelll po dobu nésledujiciho sta let. V roce 1937 ziskalo muzeum prostfednictvim Jaroslava
Cerného od Francouzského Ustavu orientalni archeologie v Kahite dar tvofeny predméty pochézejicimi
z vykopt ve vesnici krélovskych femesinikd v Dér el-Mediné.

V roce 1969 bylo v rdmci Naprstkova muzea asijskych, africkych a americkych kultur, souc¢asti Narod-
niho muzea, zalozeno samostatné Oddéleni pravéku a starovéku Predniho vychodu a Afriky, které vedle
Ceského egyptologického Ustavu FF UK predstavuje druhé egyptologické pracovisté v Ceské republice.
Do sbirky oddéleni byly nejdrive soustfedény veskeré egyptské starozitnosti v majetku Ndrodniho muz-
ea, v¢etné deponovaného ceskoslovenského podilu na nalezech ze zédchranné akce UNESCO v Nubii.
Nésledné v rdmci pland na vytvoreni stalé expozice starého Egypta a Nubie byly do sbirky oddélenf
prevedeny nékteré zdmecké a hradnf sbirky a mensi soubory predmétd z regionalnich muzei.

Do sbirky oddéleni se v 70. a 80. letech minulého stoleti péci Ceskoslovenského egyptologického
Ustavu FF UK dostaly rozsahlé soubory pfedmétli pochézejicich z ¢eskoslovenské koncese v Abusiry,
jmenovité z mastaby vezira Ptahsepsese, pohrebisté Dzedkareovy rodiny, pyramidovych komplext
kralovny Chentkaus II. a kréle Raneferefa a Sachtového hrobu hodnostare VedZahorresneta.

Stélou expozici starovékého Egypta a Nubie se doposud nepodafilo vytvorit, vefejnost se vsak mize se
sbirkou seznamovat prostfednictvim tematickych vystav.

The Egyptian Collection in the National Museum

The National Museum is the only institution in the Czech Republic which is in possession of a compre-
hensive collection of Egyptian and Nubian antiquities.

As early as 1819, only one year after the foundation of the Museum, Casper of Sternberg purchased an
Egyptian mummy for the Museum - it was brought to Prague and displayed in the house “At the Golden
Angel” by Franz Wilhelm Sieber; however, it was the coffin of the so-called Ankhefenkhonsu, donated to
the Museum by Prince Franz Colloredo-Mansfeld in 1847, which became the symbol of the collection.
Over the next century, other Czech and Moravian aristocrats and travellers donated various objects to
the Museum, and the Egyptian collection continued to grow. In 1937, the French Institute of Oriental
Archaeology in Cairo donated to the Museum, through the mediation of Jaroslav Cerny, a collection of
objects unearthed during the excavations of the royal workmen'’s village at Deir el-Medina.

In 1969, the separate Ancient Near East and Africa Department was established within the Néprstek
Museum of Asian, African, and American Cultures (part of the National Museum) as the country’s second
institution concerned with Egyptological research (besides to the Czech Institute of Egyptology). All
Egyptian antiquities hitherto in the possession of the National Museum were transferred to the new
department, together with the artefacts unearthed by the Czechoslovak expedition in the course of
the UNESCO campaign in Nubia. Subsequently, in the scope of plans to create a permanent exposition



dedicated to Ancient Egypt and Nubia, the original collection was enlarged through transfers of
Egyptian antiquities from collections deposited in chateaux and castles, as well as smaller collections
of objects from regional museums.

Thanks to the Institute of Egyptology, the collection of the department was enriched in the 1970s
and 1980s by large sets of objects excavated by the Czechoslovak archaeologists at Abusir, namely in
the mastaba of the vizier Ptahshepses, Djedkare’s family cemetery, the pyramid complexes of Queen
Khentkaus Il and King Raneferef, and the shaft tomb of Udjahorresnet.

Although the planned permanent exposition dedicated to Ancient Egypt and Nubia has not yet been
completed, the collection is presented to the public by means of temporary thematic exhibitions.

ODKRYVANI STAREHO EGYPTA

Reliéfni blok s vyobrazenim
krdle Taharky
NM = Ndprstkovo muzeum

Relief block with the depiction of
King Tahargo
NM — Ndprstek Museum
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Martin Frouz pfi dokumentaci
Zlatych Sperkd Velkomoravské
fise.

Martin Frouz while documenting
golden jewelry from the Great
Moravian Empire

na protéjsi strané:

Houby nakultivované v Petriho
miskdch, Biologické centrum
AV CR, Ceské Budejovice

on the opposite side:

Fungi, cultivated in Petri dishes,
Biological CentreCzech Academy
of Sciences,

Ceské Budgjovice
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Martin Frouz - fotograf

Absolvent prazské FAMU (specializace na reklamnf a vytvarnou fotografii) a Strojni fakulty CVUT (obor
pfesna mechanika a optika). Spolupracoval s mnoha reklamnimi a medialnimi agenturami jako konzul-
tant a fotograf. Nez svou soucasnou kariéru svazal prevazné s ¢eskym vydanim National Geographic,
pracoval jako hlavni fotoeditor pro denik MF DNES.

V ¢eské redakci National Geographic spolupracuje na pfipravé a realizaci fady projekt(. Nékteré tyto pro-
jekty mézete posoudit bud'v ¢asopise, nebo na webu National Geographic Cesko (http://www.national-
geographic.cz/).

Vedle volné tvorby (portrét, akt, krajinny detail a prace v prostoru, kde se fotografie proliné i do jinych
oblasti — grafiky, malby, plastiky atd.) se specializuje predevsim na dokumentac¢ni a dokumentarni
fotografii z oblasti védy, kultury a sociologie.

Mimo tisténé vystupy pravidelné vystavuje na samostatnych i kolektivnich pfehlidkdch, kde prezentuje
predevsim svoji volnou tvorbu. V roce 2002 a 2007 byl v soutézi CZECH PRESS PHOTO ocenén ,Zlatym
okem”.

Ve své vytvarné koncepci vystavy Odkryvani starého Egypta vychdzi z nékolikaleté osobni zkusenosti
s egyptskym prostiedim. Projekt, ktery je vysledkem fotografické prace nékolika poslednich let, zachy-
cuje vybér z materialt pro National Geographic Cesko, ale i z fotodokumentace pro ¢eské egyptology
a jejich spolupracovniky. Zaroven se jednéa o ilustraci nejnoveéjsich vyzkum v Abusiru a Zdpadni pousti.

Martin Frouz - Photographer

A graduate of Prague’s FAMU (specialisation in advertising and art photography) and the Mechanical
Faculty of the Czech Technical University in Prague (department of precision mechanics and optics). He
has cooperated with many advertising and media agencies as a consultant and photographer. Before
he associated his current career primarily with the Czech edition of the National Geographic, he worked
as the chief photographic editor for the daily paper MF DNES.

In the Czech editorial office of National Geographic he cooperates on the preparation and implementa-
tion of many projects. You can judge some of the projects for yourself either in the magazine or on the
internet page of National Geographic Cesko (http://www.national-geographic.cz/).

In addition to free work (portraits, nudes, landscape details and work in space where photography
blends in with other areas - graphics, painting, sculpture etc.), he primarily specialises in documentation
and documentary photography from the area of science, culture and sociology.

In addition to printed outputs, he regularly exhibits at independent and collective exhibitions, where he
primarily presents his freely created work. In 2002 and 2007 he was given the award “Golden Eye”in the
competition CZECH PRESS PHOTO.

In his artistic concept of the exhibition Unearthing Ancient Egypt, he proceeds from several years of
personal experience with the Egyptian environment. The project, which is the result of the photographic
work of the past few years, displays a selection of materials for National Geographic Cesko and photo-
graphic documentation for Czech Egyptologists and their colleagues. It is also an illustration of the latest
research in Abusir and the Western Desert.






Dalsi akce poradané u pfilezitosti 50. vyroéi zalozeni Ceského egyptologického ustavu FF UK

VYSTAVY

27.11.2007 - 31.12.2008

Muzeum Nubie v Asuénu, Egypt

Saving the Monuments of Nubia: The Czech Participation in the
International Campaign to Save the Monuments in Nubia

Viystava pfipomind ceskou (Ceskoslovenskou) Ucast na mezinarodni akci
UNESCO na zachranu pamatek Nubie v letech 1961-1965.

7.4-15.5.2008

Egyptské muzeum v Kahire, Egypt

Discovering Ancient Egypt: Fifty Years of the Egyptian-Czech
Collaboration in Archaeology

Predstaveni vybranych archeologickych pamétek objevenych ceskymi
egyptology béhem pll stoleti trvajici spoluprace pfi archeologickém
vyzkumu Abusiru.

6.-31.5.2008

Galerie Sony, Americkd univerzita v Kéhire, Egypt

Egypt - Metamorphoses

Upravena verze vystavy,Egypt — promény’, konané v listopadu 2006 v Pra-
ze, predstavuje fotografie amerického prirodovédce D. J. Osborna pofizené
béhem jeho vyzkumt v poustnich oblastech Egypta v 60. letech minulého
stoleti a fotografie Kamila Vodéry, jednoho z fotografti Ceského egyptolo-
gického Ustavu (1990-1996, 2000-2006), vénované konfrontacim tradi¢ni-
ho a soucasného Egypta.

podzim 2008 (stald expozice)

Muzeum v Bawiti, 0odza Bahrija, Egypt

Secrets of the Black Desert: Czech Archaeological Explorations in
the El-Hayez Oasis

Prezentace dosavadnich vysledkd ceské expedice pfi vyzkumu odlehlé
0azy el-Hajez v tzv. Cerné pousti.
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30.9.2008-leden 2009

Pavilon Anthropos, Moravské zemské muzeum v Brné — Pisarecky park
Egypt - tajemstvi pousté a pyramid

Egypt - promény

Dvé putovni fotografické vystavy predstavi 50 let prace ceskych egypto-
logli v Egypté a zaroven soucasné promény zemé na Nilu.

1.10.2008-18.1.2009

Néprstkovo muzeum, Betlémské ndm. 1, Praha 1

Objevovani zemé na Nilu

Vystava Narodniho muzea predstavi déjiny ceské egyptologie, predevsim
pak Ceského (difve Ceskoslovenského) egyptologického ustavu FF UK,
v Sirsim kontextu vyvoje zéjmu o kulturni odkaz staroegyptské civilizace.
Kvystave vyjde katalog a doprovodi ji pfednaskovy cyklus.

KONFERENCE

7.4.2008

Nejvyssi rada pro pamatky, Kahira, Egypt

Discovering Ancient Egypt: Fifty Years of the Egyptian-Czech
Collaboration in Archaeology

Béhem konference predstavi odbornici z Ceského egyptologického Usta-
vu FF UK a pozvani egyptsti hosté padesat let aktivit Ustavu v Egypté.

VELETRHY

24.-27.4.2008

Pramyslovy paldc, Vystavisté Praha — HoleSovice

Mezinarodni knizni veletrh a literarni festival Svét knihy Praha
Egypt a 50 let Ceské egyptologie tvoii jedno z hlavnich témat veletrhu.
Bude zde predstavena dosavadni védeckd a védecko-popularni knizni
produkce Ustavu, veetné nejnovejsich publikaci, jejichZ vydani je naca-
sovano k zahdjeni veletrhu. Akci doplIni pfednasky a promitani filma
o Egypté a Ceské egyptologii.



Other Events Organised on the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Czech Institute of Egyptolo-

gy at the Faculty of Arts of Charles University in Prague

EXHIBITIONS

27 November 2007 - end of 2008

Museum of Nubia in Aswan, Egypt

Saving the Monuments of Nubia: Czech Participation in the Inter-
national Campaign to Save the Monuments in Nubia

Exhibition commemorating the Czech (Czechoslovak) participation in
the UNESCO-organised international campaign to save the monuments
of Nubia in 1961-1965.

7 April = 15 May 2008

Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Egypt

Discovering Ancient Egypt: Fifty Years of the Egyptian-Czech
Collaboration in Archaeology

Presentation of selected artefacts discovered by the Czech Egyptologists
during half a century of cooperation in the archaeological exploration
of Abusir.

6 - 31 May 2008

Sony Gallery, American University in Cairo, Egypt

Egypt - Metamorphoses

An adapted version of the exhibition entitled “Egypt — Metamorphoses’,
held in Prague in November 2006, presenting photographs taken by the
American natural scientist D. J. Osborn, during his research in the desert
regions of Egypt in the 1960s, and photographs by Kamil Vodéra, one
of the photographers of the Czech Institute of Egyptology (1990-1996,
2000-2006), on the theme of confrontations between traditional and
contemporary Egypt.

From Autumn 2008 (permanent exposition)

Museum of Bawiti, Bahariya Oasis, Egypt

Secrets of the Black Desert: Czech Archaeological Explorations in
the El- Hayez Oasis

Presentation of the results achieved to date by the Czech expedition
team in the remote el-Hayez Qasis in the Black Desert.

30 September 2008 - January 2009
Anthropos Pavilion, Moravian Museum in Brno
Egypt - Secrets of the Desert and the Pyramids

Egypt - Metamorphoses

Two touring exhibitions of photographs, documenting 50 years of the
work of Czech Egyptologists in Egypt, as well as the metamorphoses
undergone by the country on the Nile, during the same period.

1 October 2008 - 18 January 2009

Naprstek Museum, Betlémské nam. 1, Prague 1

Discovering the Land on the Nile

Exhibition organised by the National Museum in Prague, presenting
the history of Czech Egyptology — especially that of the Czech (formerly
Czechoslovak) Institute of Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts of Charles
University — in the broader context of the rising interest in the cultural
heritage of the civilisation of Ancient Egypt. A catalogue will be published
on this occasion, and the exhibition will be accompanied by a series of
lectures.

CONFERENCES

7 April 2008

The Supreme Council of Antiquities, Cairo, Egypt

Discovering Ancient Egypt: Fifty Years of the Egyptian-Czech
Collaboration in Archaeology

The speakers, including experts from the Czech Institute of Egyptology at
the Faculty of Arts of Charles University in Prague and invited Egyptian
guests, will describe the past fifty years of the Institute’s activities in Egypt.

FAIRS

24 - 27 April 2008

Industrial Palace, Exhibition Grounds in Prague - HoleSovice

The Prague 2008 Book World: International Book Fair and
Literary Festival

Egypt and 50 years of Czech Egyptology is one of the main themes of the
fair. The scientific and science-popularizing book production of the Insti-
tute to date will be presented, including the latest publications, planned
to come out by the date of the fair's start. The event will be accompanied
by a series of lectures and projections of films about Egypt and Czech

Egyptology.

27



druhd strana obélky / second side of the cover
Reliéfni vyzdoba z obétni kaple vezira Kara / Relief decoration from the offering chapel of the vizier Qar

treti strana obdlky / third side of the cover
Vdpencovy sarkofdg / Limestone sarcophagus

tvrtd strana obalky / fourth side of the cover
Prvni nahlédnuti do nitra nové oteviené hrobky v jiznim Abusiru / First glances inside a newly open tomb at Abusir-South

ODKRYVANI STAREHO EGYPTA

Vystava k 50. vyroci zalozeni Ceského egyptologického Ustavu FF UK

UNEARTHING ANCIENT EGYPT

Exhibition organised on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Czech Institute of Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague

Autofi / Authors: Ladislav Bares, Miroslav Barta, Jaromir Krej¢i, Adéla Mackova, Jana Mynarova, Pavel Onderka, Lenka Sukova
Fotografie / Photographs: Jan Brodsky, Martin Frouz, Miroslav Ottmar, Jifi Vanék, Kamil Vodéra, Martina F. Vok, Milan Zemina,
archiv Ceského egyptologického Ustavu FF UK

Odpovédna redaktorka / Editor-in-Chief: Lenka Sukova

Preklad / Translation: Lenka Sukova, agentura Presto

Graficka Uprava a produkce / Graphic design and production: JEROME s.r.o.

Vlystava je poradéna v rdmci projektu,Vyzkum civilizace starého Egypta” (védecko-vyzkumny zdmér Ministerstva skolstvi, mladeze
a télovychovy ¢ MSM 0021620826), jeho? fesitelem je Cesky egyptologicky Ustav Filozofické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy v Praze a projektu
,Osobnosti ¢eské vedy a kultury” (vyzkumny zdmeér Ministerstva kultury ¢. MK 00002327202), jehoz fesitelem je Narodni muzeum.

The exhibition is organised as part of the “Exploration of the Civilisation of Ancient Egypt” project (scientific research grant of the Ministry

of Education, Youth and Sports No. MSM 0021620826), which is being carried out by the Czech Institute of Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts,
Charles University in Prague, as well as the “Personalities of Czech Science and Culture” project (research grant of the Ministry of Culture

No. MK 00002327202), which is being carried out by the National Museum of the Czech Republic.

Vystava je soucasti projektu,Rok ceské egyptologie’, jehoz partnerem je firma CD Cargo, a.s.
The exhibition is part of the “Czech Egyptology Year” project, in partnership with CD Cargo, a.s.

T Cargo

1. vydani/ First edition
Vydal Ufad vlady Ceské republiky, 2008
Published by the Office of the Government of the Czech Republic, 2008

© Utad vlady Ceské republiky
ISBN 978-80-87041-37-6






. FILOZOFICKA FAKULTA A 'IH—.LLL' CESKY EGYPTOLOGICKY USTAV
UNIVERZITY KARLOVY ii Univerzita Karlova v Praze
V PRAZE Filozoficka fakulta

NARODNI MUZEUM



