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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

RESOLUTION

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC
No. 822 from August 6, 2003

to the Report on the Situation of National Mina#iin the Czech
Republic in 2002

The Government

. takes into account the &e¢pn the Situation of National
Minorities in the Czech Republic in 2002 includedHart 11l of the document
No. 769/03 (hereinafter ,Report®);

II. amends

[. Government Resolution No. 243 from March 12, 20 the
Information on the Performance of the GovernmentsdRgion on the
Integration of Roma Communities and the Active Recac of State
Administration in the Course of the ImplementatminMeasures Adopted by
These Resolutions to December 31, 2002 to thetdfiat

a) item IV/4 of the above Resolution is cancelled,
b) item IV/5 of the above Resolution is designaasdV/4, IV/6 as
IV/5, IVI7 as IV/6 and IV/8 as IV/7,

2. Government Resolution No. 600 from June 12, 20GRe Report on
the Situation of National Minorities in the Czeclk@blic in 2001 to the effect
that

a) item 11/2 of the above Resolution is cancelled,
b) item 11/3 of the above Resolution is designaded|/2;

lI.Limposes on



1. the Minister of Culture in co-operation with theéce-Chairman of
the Government for research, development, humdmsrand human resources

a) to elaborate the bill of Act on the establishbafrthe Museum of
Roma Culture in Brno as a state institution recgvcontributions from the
State Budget and submit it to the government @jpt8mber 30, 2003,

b) to enter into the bill of Act on the State Butfps 2004, the budget
chapter of the Ministry of Culture, 8 000 thousa@¥K, the amount which will
be provided as an investment grant to town Brno the purposes of the
permanent exhibition of the Museum of Roma Culturdrno, and this in the
pattern mentioned in the Appendix 5 to the Report,

c) further to the Government Resolution N.98/200all.Cwhich
determines the conditions and way of providing tgdrom the State Budget for
the activities of the members of national minostiand the support of the
integration of the members of the Roma communitgladborate the Report on
the utilisation of resources from the State Buddehe Czech Republic in 2004
as an investment grant to town Brno for the purpage¢he permanent exhibition
of the Museum of Roma Culture in Brno and subntib the government till May
31, 2005,

2. the Minister of Culture in co-operation with tiee-Chairman of the
Government for research, development, human rights human resources and
the Minister of Finance to enter into the drafttioé State Budget of the Czech
Republic for 2004, the budget chapter of the Migisof Culture, 7 500
thousands CZK, the specific binding indicator floe &activity of the Museum of
Roma Culture in Brno as a state institution recgjwontributions from the State
Budget,

3. the Lady-Minister of Education, Youth and Sparisco-operation
with the Vice-Chairman of the Government for resbardevelopment, human
rights and human resources to submit the draft edsuares for the education of
the members of national minorities in their mottergues within the reform of
public administration and submit it to the govermintdl December 31, 2003,

4. the Vice-Chairman of the Government for reseaddwvelopment,
human rights and human resources in co-operatitnthe 1st Vice-Chairman of
the Government and the Minister of the Interiore tMinister of Justice, the
Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, the Lady-NBter of Education, Youth
and Sports and the Vice-Chairman of the Legista@ouncil of the Government
to submit the draft of measures for the solutiopmblems which are mentioned
in Part 1.2. of the Report and result from the @mapbn of the Assembly of the
Germans in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia and the&asion of the Citizens of



Croatian national minority sent to the constituibmuthorities of the Czech
Republic in 2002 and submit it to the governmdhOictober 31, 2003,

5. the Vice-Chairman of the Government for reseaddwvelopment,
human rights and human resources

a) to elaborate the analysis of the support ofqutsj aimed at the
activities of the members of national minoritiesldhe support of the integration
of the members of the Roma community from publitafices and submit its
evaluation to the government till May 31, 2004 witthe Report on the Situation
of National Minorities in 2003,

b) to ensure the publication of this Resolutiontlhe Government
Journal for the authorities of regions and commesjt

IV.autorises the Prime Minister to subthg Report to the Chairman
of Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the diz&epublic and the
Chairman of the Senate of the Parliament of thecKzRepublic for an
information of respective committees of the Parkatof the Czech Republic;

V.recommends chief executive officergyors of statutory towns
and communities with local authorities and commasitvhere the Committee for
National Minorities was established to ensure mtioygg grants from public
finances for the purposes of the activities of tfembers of national minorities
and the support of the integration of the membérh® Roma community by
virtue of the Government Resolution N.98/2002 Caelhich determines the
conditions and way of providing grants from thet&taudget for the activities of
the members of national minorities and the suppbrthe integration of the
members of the Roma community.

Performed by:

Prime Minister

1st Vice-Chairman of the Government and Ministfathe Interior

Minister of Justice

Vice-Chairman of the Government for research, dgwakent, human rights
and human resources and Chairman of the Govern@eumtcil for National
Minorities

Minister of Finance

Minister of Culture



Minister of Labour and Social Affairs
Lady-Minister of Education, Youth and Sports
Chairman of the Legislative Council of the Govermine

Noted by:

chief executive officers,
mayors of statutory towns

Prime Minister
PhDr. VladimirSpid1a,v.r.



1. Legislative regulations relating to the rightsof the members of national
minorities

1.1. The minority policy of the Czech Republic miarnational context

Although the issue of national minorities is noegaifically regulated within the agreements
of the United Nations, it is the subject of diseass especially with respect to the
negotiations of periodical reports on performingligdtions resulting from individual
international agreements which contain relevanvigrons that guarantee inter alia the rights
of the members of national minorities. These agergmardntenational Pact on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, International Pact onviCand Political Rights, International
Convention on the Liquidation of All Forms of RddDiscrimination, Convention on the
Rights of Childreretc. As a matter of fact, on 30 April - 1 May 20@&ial Report of the
Czech Republic on Performing Obligations Resulfnogn International Pact on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rightsand on 24 Januargecond Periodical Report of the Czech
Republic on the Performance of Convention on tlghtR of Childrenwere discussed in
Geneva. The Committee for Economic, Social and utallt Rights in its final
recommendations pointed out the discriminatiorhef Roma minority in the Czech Republic
in the field of employment, housing and particylaetiucation. The Committee for the Rights
of Children criticised the excessive number of Rarthddren at special schools but at the
same time it appreciated the programmes and sieatefgpcused on facilitating the access of
Roma children to education. The controls of commywith the principles determined by
Framework Convention for the Protection of Natiohdihorities (ETS 157), the document
which is binding for the Czech Republic since 1998ave not necessitate a comprehensive
evaluation.

As to other international legal obligations reswgtifrom the documents of the Council of
Europe in the field of the rights of the membershational minorities, the Czech Republic
has not completed the ratification Btiropean Charter of Regional or Minority Languages
(ETS 148Y In this case ratification measures depend onattoption of new Education Act
and Act on Administrative Procedure (Rules of Adistimtive Procedure) representing the
regulations which are most liable to obligationsluded in the Charter. That is why the
Secretariat of Government Council for National Mities (hereinafter ,,Council®) in co-
operation with local elected authorities prepatee @analysis of the situation reflecting the
legislative process in respective regions. Thdkrte are focused on the definition of real
conditions for the acceptance of those obligatminkie Charter which the Czech Republic is
able to perform just now. The evaluation of thiglgsis will terminate during 2003 when the
Czech Republic will ratify the Charter.

The legal framework for ensuring conditions for #eecution of rights of the members of
national miorities was extended withgreement between the Government of the Czech
Republic and the Republic of Croatia on Cooperatiothe Field of Culture, Education and
Science’ the bilateral government agreement with RepublicCobatia, especially with
respect to relation to the members of the Croatarority. This agreement determines in its

D published under N. 96/1998 Coll. as Frameworkw@ation for the Protection of National Minorities.

2 The Czech Republic signed the Charter on 9 Nove@®@® under the reservation of ratification. It mea
that it is not still bound by this document. The @éiawas signed on 5 November 1992 and enteredante
after its ratification by five member states of fiouncil of Europe on 1 March 1998. Up till nowf2é@m 45
member states have signed this document and Es $tave ratified it.

® Published under N. 47/2002 Coll. as Agreement betvtbe Government of the Czech Republic and the
Republic of Croatia on Cooperation in the FieldCofture and Science.



Article 8 the obligation to ensure conditions fitve preservation of their cultural and
historical heritage, the development of their adtand its various aspects.

The situation of national minorities in the CzeclpRblic is actually reflected irRegular
Report of the European Commission on the CzechdRepn 2001 (published in 2002),
Regular Report on the Progress of the Czech RepublAdmission to EWfrom 9 October
2002) and the admission-monitoring programme osgghbyOpen Society Institutklt is
clear from these documents that the position dbnat minorities in the Czech Republic as a
whole is satisfactory with the exception of themRo The critical evaluation of the situation
of Roma communities relates to the low standardedfication of Roma children,
unemployment, housing and the large scale of squiablems and discrimination of the
Roma.

Within international activities focused on the iosi of the Roma so-calldéinnish Initiative
within the Council of Europe should be mentiondthe Committee of Delegates of Ministers
of the European Council at its 811 session on tbla2r 2002 presented the initiative of
Finnish president Tarja Halonen. This initiative sMocused on the establishment of the
European Roma Forum. At 110. session of the Coreenitf Ministers of the Council of
Europe in Vilnius in May 2002 our Deputy Ministefrforeign Affairs expressed its stand on
this initiative and supported the establishmenswéh a body upon the condition that its
activities and competencies would be defined gfjeafhe same stand was taken by the
Czech Republic also at 11. session of the Commuttéédinisters of the Council of Europe in
November 2002.

In the range of powers of the Organisation for $igcand Co-operation in Europe the issues
of national and ethnic minorites cover the main Aordimension activities. The Czech
Republic co-operates with the High Commisionerhaf Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe for National Minorities, paip@tes in activities of so-called Contact
Centre for the affairs of the Roma and Sinti; soakupported its activity in 2002 by a
financial contribution (10 000 USD). In addition #ofinancial contribution the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs participated in the activity of shiContact Centre: from June 2001 to June
2002 its representative has worked there and gzatex in drawing up an action plan for the
solution of Roma problems.

Another activity of the Organisation for SecuritydaCo-operation in Europe focused on the
problems on national minorities is the annualplementation Session of the Human
Dimension of the Organisation for Security and @em@tion in Europewhich takes place
every September in Warsaw. Actual problems of maliominorities are discussed
separatedly and most of discussions relate to R@swes. The typical feature of these
sessions in last years is the criticism of the tpwsiof the Roma minority in some European
countries including the Czech Republic. In 20024giteation changed and the position of the
Roma minority in the Czech Republic ceased to Hgesti to the criticism of participating
countries and non-governmental organisations.

1. 2. Legislative regulations in the Czech Repuldliwith respect to the rights of national
minorities

1.2.1. The transformation of public administration

4 The Protection of Minorities in the Czech Repubilic,Monitoring the Process of Admission to EU: The
Protection of Minorities, Vol. I. The Evaluation oklgcted Conception Measures in Candidate Countries,
Prague 2002, pp. 55-103.



By means of Act N. 320/2002 Coll. on the amendnagmnt cancellation of some acts because
of the cancellation of district offices Act N. 22802 Coll. on the rights of the members of
national minorities (hereinafter ,Minority Act) véaamended within the legislation of the
second phase of the reform of local public admiaigin. With respect to the solution of
problems of Roma communities § 6 concerning ,rightparticipate in the solution of
problems relating to a national minority* was sl@ppented by two new clauses: Clause 7
stipulates that a regional authority administers eo-operates in its region the fulfilment of
tasks in the field of state policy for the inteigya of the members of the Roma community in
the society. Clause 8 imposes upon local authentigh extended competencies according to
this Act to fulfil the tasks in their region witlespect to the exercise of rights of the members
of the Roma community and their integration in tbeciety. The Minority Act was
supplemented by 8§ 13a) which determines that thepetencies of a regional or local
authority with extended competencies accordinghie Act are delegated powers. In this
context more than ten towns concluded at the en200R and at the beginning of 2003
public agreements aimed at the assurance of theisgef delegated powers in the field of
the rights of the members of national minoritieie3e agreements should ensure the
execution of public administration, i.e the agewdaegional Roma co-ordinators and their
co-operation with consultants for Roma affairs @amenunities and towns. The conclusion of
these agreements has to be approved by the Mimkthe Interior on the basis of the opinion
ot the Secretariat of the Council. The Ministry tbe Interior in co-operation with the
Secretariat of the Council and the Office of thev&ament Council for the Affairs of the
Roma Community will also control the performanceobfigations resulting from concluded
agreements.

1.2.2. Education

A new legislative regulation concerning educatisnincluded in the bill on pre-school,
primary, secondary, professional and other educatRrimary Education Act) from 2002.
The flowchart of this legislative process presurtiest this Act will enter into force on 1
September 2004. If this bill is approved, consetjlegal regulations will be prepared.. The
bill declares the equal access of all persons wcatbn and respect for their individual needs.
The Act contains a special provision relating te #tducation of the members of national
minorities in their mother tongue, teaching religiand the education of pupils who need
special educational treatment as well as verydjifiees. In addition, it contains principles on
which education as a public service is based (tanmgple the equal access to education and
possibility to study during the whole life) and geal aims of education; stress is laid above
all on the development of essential skills, resp@chuman rights, tolerance and freedom, the
awareness of both national identity and Europead world-wide appurtenance, the
development of knowledge of specific features dfure, history and minority languages and
understanding natural and social relations thatblesathe harmonious development of
personality. The bill also includes the new wayeolucation of pupils who need special
educational treatment. A part of this act relatingprimary education deals in preparatory
classes for children from socially weak familiesoNfave communication difficulties; the aim
of these classes is to harmonise their developareshtenable them to continue their trouble-
free education together with their contemporarfesiew provision imposes a duty not to
grade pupils in educational subjects by marks & essential change is also the new
conception of GCE examinations relating inter alia minority education at secondary
schools with Polish as a teaching language.

Act N. 199/2002 Coll. on institutional or proteaieducation and preventive-educational care
in educational facilites entered into force on 1y 2002. This act is closely linked with



Family Act, Criminal Code, Act on the Social andghké Protection of Children, Rules of
Civil Procedure and other legal regulations of kheistries of Labour and Social Affaires,
Justice, Health and the Interior. Its applicatimpacts upon discriminated children living in
disadvantaged social conditions.

The special needs of pupils from Roma communityti@ated especially by Directive of the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports on the gragion of children and pupils who need
special educational treatment at schools and incatthnal facilites? This Directive
specifies the concept of integration, determines #tructure of individual education
programmes, imposes a duty upon the directorshufads to co-operate with the promoters in
the creation of conditions for the integration aofpps and initiates parents or handicapped
pupils to participate in decision-making on the moels of educatiofl. Similarly, the
Guidence Notes of the Ministry of Education, Youatid Sports on the education of pupils
with special learning or behavioral dysfunctiBrisllow the above Directive and specifies the
organisation and procedures of the education eftérget group of pupils at primary schools,
specialised classes of primary schools, speciabdsh secondary and secondary modern
schools. In this context the Ministry of Educatidfouth and Sports elaborated in 2002 a bill
on work with children and young people and the an@mt of Act N. 200/1991 Coll. on
disciplinary transgressions. The bill imposes upegions and communities to create
conditions for comprehensive attitude towards e¢kiddand young people and initiate their
participation in affairs which relate to them (fxample by means of parliaments of children
and young people). Regions, communities and adtratie authorities are obliged within
their competence to create conditions for inteomati co-operation of persons working with
children and exchange stays of children, young lgeapd their groups. The bill will be
submitted to the government for consideration meJ2003.

1. 2. 3. Cultural activities

Legal regulations in the gestion of the Ministry @tilture deal in the issues of national
minorities, especially in regulations that reladariass media. In 2002 Act N. 192/2002 Coll.
was adopted as an amendment of Act N. 484/1991 @olCzech Radio. This act re-defines
the concept of ,public services in the field of imdbroadcasting” in accordance with the
definition of ,public services in the field of ®lision broadcasting“ in Act N. 483/1991 Caoll.
on Czech Television. Public services consist incifeation, dissemination and poised offer of
programmes for all groups of inhabitants in consitien of their ethnicity and the
development of cultural identity of the inhabitardk the Czech Republic including the
members of national minorities.

The amendment of Act N. 231/2001 Coll. on Radio detevision Broadcastring by Act

309/2002 Coll. prohibits broadcasting that incities hatred or violence towards other
inhabitants on the basis of their race, sex, mfigitc. According to § 17 of this Act one of
criteria for the selection of an applicant for admicasting licence is his contribution to the
development of the culture of national, ethnic atiter minorities in the Czech Republic. The

® R.N. 13 710/2001-24, in: Government Journal fer Authorities of Regions, Districts and Commuisitie
Part 4, 2002.

® Relevant measures in the field of education amtéteby Information on the Fulfilment of Government
Resolutions on the Integration of Roma Communites the Action of State Administration during the
Implementation of Measures Adopted by These Resaisitio 31 December 2002 - see Government Resolution
N. 243 from 12 March 2003.

7 R.N. 13 711/2001-24.



provisions of 8§31 of Act on Radio and Televisioro&dcasting impose upon an operator to
compose programmes in order to provide their pbisier to all inhabitants considering
their age, sex, skin colour, religion, political @her views, national, ethnic or social origin
and membership in a minority. In this context hibsld be mentioned the amendment of Act
N. 231/2001 Coll. submitted by the government orOtfober 2002 to the Parliament of the
Czech Republic for consideration. This legal retiafaexplicitly prohibits advertisement and
teleshopping which inveigh against religious oritozd! views and discriminate on the basis
of sex, race , skin colour, language, nationalamiad origin or membership in a national or
ethnic minority.

The amendment of Act N. 46/2000 Coll. on Rights @&ndies in Publishing Periodicals
(Press Act) by Act N. 320/2002 Coll. contains peotitee measures against discrediting
natural persons, their honour, dignity or privadthwespect to their ethnic or national origin
in periodicals. This protection has been ever extsusy Act on Radio and Television
Broadcasting.

The cultural activities of the members of natiomahorities are also treated by Act N.
257/2001 Coll. on Libraries and Conditions for tReovision of Public Librarian and
Information Services (Library Act) which eneteredoi force on 1 January 2002. Its aim is to
create conditions for providing information whiclowd be accessible regardless to the social
position of a subject. It means free access tammddion and its democratic use in the interest
of citizens as its producers and recipients inpitoeess of upbringing, education, creation and
utilisation of cultural values, research, developtrend the production of values and tangible
assests.

1. 2. 4. Penal protection

The activities of the Ministry of Justice are basedthe assumption that the protection of
national or other minorites against attacks on tlaegh their members must be comparable
with penal rules in developed European countridgsatTis why the Ministry of Justice
elaborated in 2002 the amendment of the CriminaleQCohich entered into force on 1 July
2002% It extends facts of case of crimes of violenceirsgjaa group of inhabitants and
individuals (8196 and 197a), defamation of nati@te and belief (§198), inciting to hatred
towards a group of persons or limitation rights émeeéédoms (§198a), bodily harm (8221 and
222) and murder (8219) in order to provide penailtgution against attacks motivated by
hatred towards an ethnic group. The above amendafiehé Criminal Code corresponds the
requirement included in Council Directive 200/43/E#Gm 29 June 2000 which applies the
principle of the equal treatment of persons relgasd their racial or ethnic origin. In
addition, many provisions of the bill of the CrimminCode which has been prepared for
comments presume the more extent protection ofigfns of national minorites with respect
to following crimes: torture, cruel or inhuman ti@ant, deprivation or restriction of personal
freedom, abduction, infringement of mail secret hwitespect to private documents,
infringement of confidentiality of utterance, defatmon of nation, ethnic group, race and
belief, abuse of racial, ethnic or other membershifont among soldiers, violence or threat
of violence, infringement of rights and interestsoldiers of the same rank, infringement of
rights and interests of subordinate soldiers, apaitand discrimination of a group of people.

1.2.5. Protection against discrimination

® Act N. 134/2002 Coll. which amends Act N. 140/198dll. (Criminal Code).



On 1 January 2003 Act N. 151/2002 Coll. entered iorce. This Act amends some acts
because of the adoption of Rules of Administraiivecedure. They were supplemented with
some provisions compatible with Community Law. Tdgwovisions deal above all in
extended protection in cases of discrimination bseaof racial or ethnic origin, religion,
belief, world outlook, health affliction, age ogxaal orientation in the field of both labour
and social affairs such as access to educatiorithhead social care, access to tenders,
membership in organisations of employees and erepdoyin professional and common-
interest associations, sale of goods or providergises. According to 826, clause 3 of Rules
of Administrative Procedure a participant in a gadi proceeding in a suit for protection
against discrimination because of racial or etlonigin can be represented by a legal person.

According to the provisions of § 133a) of RulesAdiministrative Procedure a statement that
a participant in a judical proceeding was discrimb@a because of his racial or ethnic origin is
considered to be evidential until the contrary ieved. The same principle is applied to a
proceeding on health and social care, access tmagdn, training and tenders, membership in
organisations of employees or employers, professiand common-interest associations, sale
of goods or providing services.

The comprehensive legislative solution of the peablof protection against discrimination is
included in the bill of Act on Equal Treatment aRrbtection against DiscriminatichThe
draft of the intended subject of this act was preg@an the gestion of the vice-chairman of the
government for research, development, human rights human resources in the course of
2002 and it will be submitted to the governmen8ioJanuary 2003; the articulated bill will
be submitted to it during the third quarter of 2003

1.2.6. The moderation of wrongs to the membershef German and Croatian national
minorities

The citizens of the Czech Republic - the membershef German of Croatian national
minorities - applied the chairman of the Councitlaompetent bodies of the Parliament of
the Czech Republic in 2002 for the remedy of prigpand other wrongs which have been
commited to them. Response to this application m@&sented in Information about the
Actual Situation of the German Minority and Seldctssues of the Croatian and Polish
Minorities in the Czech Repubfi®

The application ofAssembly of the Germans in Bohemia, Moravia andsfilfrom 6
November 2002 (further to the report which was sittiech to the Co-ordination Council of
the Czech-German Discussion Forum on 28 June 26(#®s that the members of the
German national minority consider the applicatidnrestitution laws to be discrimination
because of their ethnicity. For this reason thgyeek the moderation of property and other
wrongs or at least a humanitarian gesture of theclk government. In their application they
ask for:

- the stand of both chambers of the Parliament orsiti@tion of the German minority in
the Czech Republic;

- looking for the way of a humanitarian gesture;

® See Report on the State of Human Rights in treck Republic in 2002. The government adopted it by

Resolution N. 548 from 4 Juni 2003.

19 This document was submitted to the meeting ofgtheernment on 12 February 2003 as an information
for its members (the text is available on the edsr http://www.vlada.cz/1250/vrkivrk.htnhapters on the
situation of the German minority were then presgriethe meeting of Co-ordination Council of thee€lz
German Discussion Forum in Munich on 14 Februa§320




- looking for the XXXXXXXXXXXX
- the inclusion of all years worked in the calculata@f retirement pension;
- the revision of cases of the unlawful confiscatdproperty;

- the moderation of wrongs by means of the reversfquroperty owned by the state or the
reimbursement of expropriated property includingnpensation for the descendants of
beneficiaries.

The similar application oAssociation of the Citizens of Croatian Nationafitym 30 January
addressed to the chairman of the Council and canpdiodies of the Parliament of the
Czech Republic asks for the moderation of wrongailtimg from the persecution of the
members of the Croatian national minority since B6bruary 1948, especially the
cancellation of Act N. 213/1948 Coll. on the Prdime of Public Interests? According to
this Act action committees made repressive stepmsagthe Croatians under the pretext of
their state unreliability. They also determined aitions for the collective displacement of
the Croatians from border regions in South MoraViaat is why they expect the remedy of
wrongs commited to the members of their minoritgaFebruary 1948.

The drafts of measures which would moderate wraogsmited by the state to the members
of the German and Croatian minorities are limitgcekisting legislation. In its Resolution N.
527 from 22 May 2002 the government took up ppatattitude to restitution process in the
Czech Republic, the applications of individuals evhiwould be submitted to the United
Nations Committee for Human Rights and the impletaigon of conclusions of the above
Committee on these applications. Neverthelessptssibility of a humanitarian gesture of
the Czech government towards the members of batbnites is still open.

The drafts of measures aimed at the moderatiorangs to the members of the German and
Croatian national minorities - the citizens of theech Republic - are treated by the Council
in accordance with its Resolution N. 28 from 3 keloy 2003. According to this Resolution
the chairman of the Council in co-operation witlevant ministries should submit to the
Council the draft of possible measures for consiilen and then prepare an appropriate
document for the meeting of the government. As rtieeration of the consequences of
individual wrongs relates exclusively to old persorthe solution of this problem bears no
delay. For this reason the draft of the Resolutaftects existing situation. For example, one
of possible ways of a humanitarian gesturéhis utilisation of the Czech-German Future
Fund which would enable to resolve some problemshich refer the representatives of the
German minority, i.e. the inclusion of all yearsriwed in the calculation of retirement
pension, the settlement of losses caused by pajedlictions by 20% or the remedy of other
wrongs including moral rehabilitation.

1.2.7. The grant policy of the state

As to the exercise of rights of the members ofamati minorities, in 2002 an important
legislative regulation was adopted. This regulatielates to the support of the activities of
national minorites from the State Budget. The Gorent Decree N. 98/2002 Coll. which
stipulates the conditions and way of providing gsanom the State Budget for the activities
of the members of national minorities and the suppiothe integration of the members of the
Roma community was approved by the government ofréffuary 2002 (and entered into

) This Act was approved on 21 July 1948 and entenéal force on 8 August 1948. It consequently
legalised repressive measures against the membignes Groatian minority.



force on 15 April 2002). Its issue was authori®gd8 12, clause 2 and § 13 § 2 of Act
N. 273/2001 on the Rights of the Members of Natidviaorities, as amended. Within the
larger framework of state grant policy concernihg &ctivities of national minorites this
Decree is a statutory instrument of Act N. 218@GQColl. on budgetary rules and the
amendment of some relating acts (Budgetary Rul€k)s legal regulation aims at the
assurance of the systematic implementation of tgpaficy of the Ministries of Culture,
Education, Youth and Sports, Labour and Social iAffavith respect to the activities of
national minorities. It charges these ministries co-operation with the Council with
proposing a specific binding indicator in its chapof the State Budget for the activities of
national minorities.

2. The education of the members of national minongs

2.1. The education of the members of national nitilesrin their mother tongue within the
state educational system

The creation of conditions for the education ofifgufsom national minorities in their mother
tongue within the state educational system is tdtkavith the insufficiencies of existing
legislation' The Education Act is subject to the criticism loé trepresentatives of national
minorities especially German and Polish ones. Tlatiatives relate above all to the
amendment of the legal regulation which determthesminimum number of pupils per class
and school where lessons are taken in a minaitguage and the possibility of bilingual
lessons within the educational programme for setesubjects or their parts. This criticism
also relates to the financial support of commusit@ reimbursement for operating costs at
schools where lessons are taken in the language wétional minority. Although the
possibility of bilingual education and the applioatof minority languages was included in
the government bill of a new Education Act for thst voting period, Chamber of Deputies
of the Parliament of the Czech Republic dismisg€d it is expected that the essential
principles of the bill of the Education Act disneskin 2002 will be entered into its
amendment which is being prepared.

The situation of education in the languages of rttembers of national minorities has not
changed yet. Smaller and dispersed minoritiesBiudgarian, Croatian, Hungarian, German,
Roma, Ruthenian, Russian, Greek, Slovak and Ulkmainoines, are not able to ensure the
required number of pupils for the establishmenga aghinority school or a class within state
schools. This hinders from the assurance of tegchina minority language. Within the

framework of the grant programme of the MinistryEdfucation, Youth and Sports focused
on the support of education in the languages abnalk minorities and the development of
multicultural upbringing the organisations of theembers of national minorities educate

12 Act N. 29/1984 Coll. on the system of primary, setary and secondary modern schools (Education
Act), as amended; Act N. 564/1990 Coll. on stateniatstrative in the educational system, as amended,
especially by Act N. 284/2002 Coll. which amendst At 564/1990 Coll. on state administration and-sel
administration in the educational system and sotiner@acts.

¥ The Committee for Science, Education, Culture, ¥artd Sports of Chamber of Deputies adopted on 4
April its Resolution N. 319 where it recommendedlismiss the government bill of the Education Aatits
second reading. Chamber of Deputies dismissedithia fits second reading on 25 April 2002 (Resuatof
Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the CZ&epublic N. 239 from 25 April 2002 to the Chambezd?
1150).



children and young people in their minority langesagThese out-of-school activities are
carried out by individual minorities according teir possibilities and often organised as so-
called Saturday or Monday schools for children loé tmembers of national minorities,
summer camps etc. The summary of the support gégioincluded in the above programme
is given in Appendix 1 to this Report.

Within the intention of valid legal regulations wh enable to establish schools or classes
where lessons are taken in a minority language @eeve) in the process of the
transformation of public administration a specidé@ation should be paid to the education of
pupils from Polish, German and Roma minorities.

2.2. The education of the members of the Germamwnitynin their mother tongue

The representatives of the German minority ackndgédea fact that their dispersed settlement
and the small number of pupils in their communitéstruct complying with conditions for
the establishment of minority classes or schoolerehessons would be taken in their
language. That is why they suggest the state torertbe education of children from German
or mixed families in German as their mother tongubilingual primary schools with German
as a teaching language. The valid legal regulatadrthe Czech Republic have not applied
this principle yet. The children of the memberstloid German minority are still educated
within the state educational system by means ofereled lessons in German language at
primary schools. Education in German language mastly in out-of-school organisations,
especially inMeeting Centres of Czech-German Understandmngported by the government
of the Federal Republic of Germany (now 15 cenfrggtion in the Czech Republic) or
within the educational programmes @bethe InstituteAlthough the representatives of the
German minority evaluate positively the existingueational system, especially teaching
German language at primary schools (from the fogrttde), language courses organised by
the regional organisations of the German minoritg ¢he activity of Meeting Centres, they
would appreciate the opportunity to apply extentdathing programmes in more regions as
well as in regions with less children from Germamiiies.

The draft of measures for the improvement of situmain the education of pupils from the
German national minority in their mother tongue elgs on the amendments of the
Education Act, especially the creation of legisiatiframework for the application of
bilingual education and the mother tongue of thenlmers of a minority. The solution of this
problem consists in the implementation of spedsiaching programmes at primary schools
according to local needs and the creation of canditfor the application of German as
teaching language as well as the new definitioaridéria for the minimum number of pupils
in classes or schools. To this effect the repregiees of the German minority formulated in
2002 their proposals and addressed them to thenadaiof the Council and other public
officials. The draft of individual measures is atpat the draft of the Government Resolution
to this document.

2.3. The problems of the preservation of primarg aecondary schools with Polish as a
teaching language

The Polish national minority disposes of schoolhwolish as a teaching language in former

districts Karvind and Frydek-Mistek where it istlest in strength. In the school year

2001/2002 there were:

a) kindergartens (38 kindergartens - 24 in Frydektékiglistrict and 14 in Karvina district)
with more than 700 children;



b) primary schools (29 primary schools - 17 in Frydéistek district and 12 in Karvina
district) with 2 324 pupild?

c) secondary schools (the Polish Grammar Schoglesky Tsin with detached classes in
Karvina was attended by 467 pupils; Polish claggethe Technical College in Karvina
by 63 pupils, the School of Commerce (lesky ©Sin by 102 pupils and the Health
School in Karvina by 54 pupils).

In the school year 2001-2002 these schools wezaded by about 4 000 pupils.

The actual situation of primary and secondary skshaith Polish as a teaching language is
described in detail in the document submitted leyDleputy Prime Minister and the chairman
of the Council to the members of the governmentl@nFebruary 200% This document
responds inter alia to the application of the caskociationCongress of the Polish in the
Czech Republierom 5 November 2002. The representatives of thiest national minority
addressed it to the Lady-Minister of Education, Yoand Sports, the chairman of the
Council and other public officials.

The chairman of the Council and the representatiwéise Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports agreed during their negotiations at theid®ad) Authority for Moravian-Silesian
region (6 January 2003) upon the following condisidor the preservation and development
of primary schools with Polish as a teaching lamgua

- to regulate the minimum number of pupils at minorgchools to 6 pupils in
kindergartens, 10 pupils at primary schools of fiy@des and 13 pupils at primary
schools of nine grades and assure their financing;

- to regulate the possibility of financial suppont @mmmunities from the State Budget with
respect to growing operation expenses of schodis Rilish as a teaching langu&tje
and stipulate the well-arranged rules and mechaniemfinancing minority schools in
communities;

- to draw up the long-term conception of an educali@ystem for national minorities at
the level of the state and Moravian-Silesian regioraccordance with its long-term
perspective and establish for this purpose a datme board of the representatives of
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, regibelected authorities and the Polish
minority;

- to nominate a worker of respective regional authavho will be responsible for the
solution of problems concerning the educationatesys for the Polish minority and to
consult this affair with the representatives of Badish national minority;

- to ensure the participation of the representatdighe Polish minority in all competitions
for appointment to an office of the directors ofpective schools and in case of the
merger of a Polish and a Czech school publicisenapetition also in Polish press as well

) In addition, there are also special classes withisP as a teaching language (for example at Specia
School in Finec) as stated in respective pedagogical docunfBats 19 709/97-22, in: Journal of the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Sports N. 10/1997).

% |nformation about the Actual Situation of the GanmNational Minority and Selected Issues of the
Croatian and Polish Minorities, R.N. 183/03 (httpuw.vlada.cz/1250/vrk/vrk.htm).

18 Further to this regulation it is necessary to emsucreasing the amount of the Budget Chapteranfés
the operation expenses of these schools and eduabtacilities.




as enter the requirement of the knowledge of Pdlgb the preconditions of such a
competition;

- support an investment plan for the reconstructiomstruction and completion of primary
schools in Jablunkov (Henryk Sienkiewicz Primarjn&a within the Jablunkov Project).

The above draft of measures is now being discusstadhe representative of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports in the Council. Thevlibart of the elaboration of the draft of
individual steps in this field presumes that a coghpnsive document will be submitted to
the Council for consideration till 30 June 2003 athén it will be submitted to the

government.

2.4. The education of the members of the Roma ntynor

The education of Roma pupils is one of prioritieswhich the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Schools focuses in its effort to change exgssituation. In 2002 the Ministry submitted
to the government the draft of the solution of greblem concerning the education of
children from the Roma and other communititby means of their special preparation and
taking positive measures in accordance with iterof @he Final Recommendation of the
Committee for Human Rights as a control body ¢édmational Pact on Civil and Political
Rights.

The summary of measures in the field of the edaonatisystem with respect to Roma pupils
in 2002 and the whole period after the adoptiorReport on the Situation of the Roma
Community in the Czech Republic and the fulfilmehtasks relating to Roma communities
in 1997 is presented imformation on the Implementation of GovernmentoRg®ns on the
Integration of Roma Communities and the Active Bcacof State Administration in the
Implementation of Measures Adopted by These Régpsatill 31 December 2009 This
Information also includes so-called second actedli€onception of Roma Integration, the
document that describes in detail the activitiesifcreasing the education standard of the
Roma and the methods of removing the differencélsareducation of Roma children as well
as situation in pre-school education in kindergesteithin the programme of the timely care
of children from disadvantaged socio-cultural eowment. In addition, it deals in the
possibilities of the transformation of special saisoattended by many Roma pupils and the
liquidation of educational insufficiencies of Romdults.

Tha attitude towards the education of Roma pupilgerified also by means of international
programmes. Within many experiments the project Ré-integration of Roma Pupils at
Special Schools to Primary Schookn be mentioned; the Ministry of Education, Yoattd
Sports entrusted in 1999 beneficiary associditap by Step Czech Repuldbamplement it.
This project is implemented in co-operation wilipen Society Institute New Yok five
special schools (Prague, Ostrava, Kladno, Brnoj bat Labem) attended by the high
percentage of Roma children. The purpose of theeapoogramme is to ensure the smoothly
running transfer of these children to primary sibho One of preconditions of the
implementation of this project is the participatminRoma pedagogical assistants, parents and
the community as a whole in educational processedksas the training of teachers focused
on the methods of multicultural and ,anti-prejudiceducation. The main aim is to educate
children according to their abilities and not tgorescribed syllabus, i.e. to individualise
teaching. The international partners of this progree are Hungary, Slovak Republic and

" The government adopted it by Resolution N. 243 fighApril 2002.
' Government Resolution N. 243 from 12 May 2003.



Bulgaria. Independent research - which is a patth@fproject- showed that more than the half
of pupils at special schools would be able to seda primary schools. For pupils who took
part in this experiment primary schools were foufttese schools will embody such pupils in
their educational programmes after the comprehengnaining and examination of
pedagogues. After three years of implementationettgeriment was evaluated in 2002 as
essentially successfti)

Other positive step consists in the direct suppbsichools with the high percentage of Roma
pupils. On the basis of applications of schools aadommendations of promoters and
Regional Authorities the Ministry of Education, auand Sports approves exceptions with
respect to the number of pupils at schools whema&ohildren prevail an the more intensive
education and individual care of Roma pupils isdeee Up till now only three schools have
applied for such an exception: Primary School ChaRsimary School Hawek Square in
Prague 3 and Primary School Usti nad Labégdlce. Although many other schools could
apply for this exception they did not it. It is dent that the state directive which would
charge respective schools with this application wanbe utilised. Such a situation can be
resolved by Roma co-ordinators who would initigdprapriate measures in co-operation with
Regional Pedagogical Centres and other institutions

Since September 2002 an experiment concerning kchvtt all-day programme (i.e. the all-
day operation of a school and respective educdtfacdity including canteen and so-called
Mother Club) has been implemented at six primarlgosts in localities with the high

percentage of Roma children in co-operation with d¢lvil associatio.eague of Community

Schools.Its applicability was verified in the school-yed002/2003 and 2003/2004. In
addition, conditions for giving meals to some psifiiee of charge should be created.

Specific situation came for special schools with fdrge number of Roma pupils. Even some
international organisations - for example Open &gdinstituté® - point out this problem of
the Czech Republic. In this context they critidiseh the contemporary educational system of
the Czech Republic and the reponsility of the shatehe excessive number of Roma pupils
at special schools and the stand of Roma parerdshate not become convinced sufficiently
that education is very important for their childrenany of them still underestimate its
importance and are not able to oblige their chiidte attend school regularly. Such a
situation is also complicated by the fact thatdékperience of many Roma parents is based on
their attendance at special schools and that istiway do not resist taking their children on
them - in many cases they even demand it. The @t Council for the Affairs of the
Roma Community in co-operation with the MinistrfyEducation, Youth and Sports tries to
enforce the drafts of measures aimed at positiaagé in this field, but still in vain.

Nevertheless, it is possible to mention some pasitesults in the field of the education of
Roma pupils at secondary schools. In 1998 the 5-g®perimental external study 8bcial
Activity in Ethnic Minoritie§” was started ifEvangelic Academygecondary Modern School
of Sociology of Law and Secondary Modern SchoS8bafal Scienceis Prague 4. The aim of
this branch of study is to prepare adult Roma lierfunction of consultants and assistants in
public administration authorities; some of theml Wihction as Roma assistants at schools. In
June first 26 graduates sat for their GCE exanonatiNowadays the results of this
experiment are being evaluated. It is presuppadsatdince the school-year 2003/2004 this
branch of study will be entered into the list of $tandard subjects of secondary schools.

% Open Society Institute, New York, 2002.
29 The Protection of Minorities in the Czech Republiee remark n. 4.
2D Decision of the Ministry of Education, Youth and 8pdR.N. 17 927/98-23 from 20 April 1998.



In 1998Private Secondary Social Modern Scha@ls established in Kolin. At this school the

branch of study , Social care - social activity fethnic Groups" has been taught. The
graduates of this school complete their seconddocaion and then they are allowed to
work in state administration authorities and sooclakducational institutions with the larger

number of Roma children. In June 2002 first 25 shiigl graduated successfully there. Ten of
them were admitted to university, one to seconaaoglern school and one to university in

Norway.

Within the FHARE-NUT project the educational programme of the studRaha assistant was
started up; this programme will enable them to detepsecondary education and become
professionally and pedagogically competent in ad@oce with Regulation of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports on the conditions ofgssional and pedagogical competence
of the pedagogues at schools, in pre-school itistits and educational faciliti€8. The
project Move Forward (Let Us Help Schools to Teach Newtgs prepared becondary
Social Modern School, Secondary Pedagogical ScieaSchool of Commerda Most as a
new educational programme for Roma assistants; ghigramme will enable them to
complete secondary education and pedagogical gaditn. The project was started up in
September 2002 and it will have been verifiedtilhe 2003.

In 2002 the network of schools was extended Witimary Church Art School Harmonrip
Prague 6 whose promoter is Czech Hussite CHirEhis school gets financial support from
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. 40 ifmipttend this school where teaching is
ensured by five pedagogues (one of these pegagapiesell as one assistant are the
members of the Roma minority).

Measures in the field of the assurance of educdtioiRoma pupilé” are stipulated by so-
called second actualisgdonception of Roma Integratiofithe situation of Roma pupils is
pointed out very critically byReport on the State of Human Rights in the CzeghlRie in
2002%) For these reason it is not purposeful to deal epeoblem of the education of Roma
pupils. As to the rights of national minorities,pesially right to education in minority
languages, there is still an open issue of thei@gmn Roma language as a minority
language within the educational system, the refiacf a minority in this system, teaching
methods etc. In this context the Ministry of Edumat Youth and Sports recommends to
search the interest of the members of the Romarityna education in Roma language. In
addition, the problem of the codification of Roraaduage has not been resolved yet.

2.5. Upbringing to human rights (multiculturaligxtremism, law literacy)

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports elalvedain 2002Draft of the Conception of

Educational Activities in the Field of Fight agatnExtremismwhich was submitted to the
government for consideration and approved by itsoRgion N. 268 from 18 March 2002.
This document was worked out in accordance withgBument Resolution to Fight against

22 Regulation of the Ministry of Education, Youth angdo®ts from 28 May 1997 on the Conditions of
Professional and Pedagogical Competence of Eduahf@ansultants.

23 Decision of the Ministry of Education, Youth andoBis R.N.25112/02-22 - The Educational Conception
of Schools.

%) The education of children from disadvantaged soaitial environment also includes early care taken
inter alia by Upbringing Centres.

%) See remark N.8.



Terrorisnt® which relates to measures taken for the implentientaf obligations resulting
from Resolution of the Security Council of the WnitNations N. 1373/2001 to Fight against
Terrorism. The draft is drawn up as a ,cross-setttbeme in the field of the education in
accordance with the needs in the fields of the imgbrg and education of foreigners and
migrants and it considers the problem of traditinsettled national minorities in Bohemia.
The Ministry is aware of need to intensify andpmethe education of teachers (see below),
work out information documents for teachers andnmoinicable texts for pupils. All tasks
mentioned in the draft are financed from the budg¢he Ministry.

In June 2002 the Ministry of Education, Youth amb&s concluded an agreement on co-
operation with theFaculty of Arts of the Charles Universityn the establishment of a
professional workplace for multicultural educatior, Cabinet for Upbringing to Democratic
Citizenship. This workplace is financed on the badiindividual orders of the Ministry. It
prepares seminars and workshops on actual topidhidoteachers of primary and secondary
schools, university teachers from pedagogical teesiland workers of pedagogical centres,
pedagogical-psychological advice centres and C&etiool Inspection. In addition, it works
out analyses, searches and investigations andsfatfier actual tasks. The results of research
and monitoring are the grounds for following cortgaps of the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports.

2.6. The education of teachers

For the assurance of the activity of pedagogicatres the Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sports in 2002 drew up th@onception for the Education of Pedagogtfésvhich imposes a

duty to ensure the permanent education of teacimetbe field of national and ethnic
minorities and upbringing to human rights. In thismtext the Ministry supported:

* educational seminars for teachers, i.e.

- competition for the pupils of secondary schools amdhe title To the Roots of
Constitutionality(the support of law literacy);

- summer courses for teachers of civics (extremisadia);

- ADALSI 3 ODRAZKY ...... XXXXXXXXXXXXX

» the equipment of libraries of pedagogical centrgk w

- videocasset©Ombudsman(law literacy) andHard MemoriegtheRoma Holocaust);

- publications: L. Satava, Language and the IderaftyEthnic Minorites; J. Gisingova,
Nicholas Winton and the Saved Generation; Inteucalt Upbringing (CD-ROM); L.
Kyncl, Textbook of the Holocaust of the Jews in Wowar II; J. ¥di¢, Before the

Children Thawed; New Horizons of Upbringing to @énship (teachers” manual); E.
Manus$, We Are Cutting Long Way; M. EISikova, Bulmuu(ticultural upbringing).

The Ministry also undertook to grant approval ceit these textbooks:

- Law for Everybody(first series of textbooks for the teaching of |&racy for primary
and secondary schools in which stress is laid wgbringing to democratic citizenship,
the textbook deals in the teaching of law and sthicprimary and secondary schools. It
has been verified for three years in courses fachers and it considers source materials
from teachers “ practice and recommendations aéjists in teaching methodology;

26) Government Resolution N. 1045 from 10 October 2001.
2")Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports -R.N. 164582-25.



- The Bases of Democracy-Responsibil{fgr the teaching of national history and
geography especially in 4th and 5th grades of pyinsghools and for the teaching of
civics in the 6th grade of primary schools).

The education of teachers at universities is imetudn the programmeupport of the
Development of Educational Programmes for Teaclard Other Educational Activities.
Within this programme following projects were impiented at universities in 2002:

- Upbringing to democratic citizenship and multicudtlutolerance (Faculty of Arts of the
Charles University);

- Didactic problems of the teaching of Czech languagaultiethnic classes (Pedagogical
Faculty of the Charles University in Prague);

- Multicultural (intercultural) ubringing as a cressction theme of the Framework
Educational Plan (Pedagogical Faculty of the Mdsamiversity in Brno);

- A teacher of geography in the multicultural soci@®gdagogical Faculty of the Masaryk
University in Brno);

- Inititating methods and forms of teaching - the leggpion of principles of multicultural
upbringing (Pedagogical Faculty of the Palacky l@mity in Olomouc);

- The application of multicultural upbringing to thme-gradual preparation of teachers
focused on the problems of refugees (Pedagogiaallfyaof the Palacky University in
Olomouc);

- Additional pedagogical study for professions wogkinith the disedvantaged groups of
population (Pedagogical Faculty of the Jan EvastgelPurkyd University in Usti nad
Labem);

- The course of multicultural upbringing (Pedagogi€alulty of Liberec University).
Projects implemented within University DevelopmEnond

Pedagogical Faculty of the Palacky University imni@buc:

- The development of social skills of the studentteathing profession;

- The pre-gradual education of teachers in the fieldw upbringing;

- The education and upbringing of the minority grombsopulation within pre-gradual
preparation.

Projects of transformation and development programaf universities

- Faculty of Arts of the Charles University: Upbringi to democratic citizenship and
multicultural tolerance

- Pedagogical Faculty of the Charles University: Btda problems of the teaching of
Czech language in multiethnic classes

- Pedagogical Faculty of the Masaryk University: Nuttural ubringing as a cross-section
theme of the Framework Educational Plan

- Pedagogical Faculty of Liberec University: The auof multicultural upbringing

- Faculty of Arts of the Masaryk University: Ethiggjnorities and marginalised groups in
the Czech Republic.

3. The preservation and development of the culturef national minorities



The attitude of the Ministry of Culture towards thembers of national minorities in the
Czech Republic is expressed in its initial docun@ultural Policy in the Czech Repubfit
which was approved by Government Resolution N.rdthf10 February 2001 to updating the
Strategy of More Efficient State Support of Cultu@ultural Policy). Article 14 of this
document formulates the principles of the suppbrduttural activities of national minorities
as an expression of respecting the identity anditioas of the members of national
minorities living in Bohemia. Special stress idlaipon multiethnic cultural activities and
the support of the Roma national minority.

In accordance with Cultural Policy in the Czech &#E one of priorities is the support of
cultural activities of the members of national mities within the special national-minority
grant programme for the support of cultural adegt of the members of national minorities
living in the Czech Republic on one hand and

according to individual activities within other gtgprogrammes of the Ministry of Culture on
the other.

In accordance with Government Decree N. 98/2002 @ Ministry of Culture supports the
projects of the members of national minorities @ricated on:

- artistic activities;

- educational and upbringing activities in cultureditiches;

- the collection of documents relating to the cultof@ational minorities;
- editorial activity;

- multiethnic cultural activities.

3.1. The most important cultural activities of midual national minorities supported by the
Ministry of Culture

Croatian national minority

The only and traditional project éfssociations of Citizens of Croatian Minority iret@zech
republic supported in 2002 within the programme of the Mmji©f culture isThe Day of
Croatian Culturewhich has been organised since 2002 in JeviSovkaofimer Beclav
district). In this activity Croatian ensembles fr@iovakia, Burgenland in Austria and Croatia
and the ensemblalavafrom South Moravia which goes in for Croatian folid take part.

Hungarian national minority

Association of the Hungarians Living in Bohentlee civil association of the members of the
Hungarian national minority, carries out extensarel many-sided cultural activities every
year. In addition, it runs a library and a videaphé and collects information relating to the
Hungarian minority in the Czech Republic. The mogtortant project of this organisation is

the festivalDays of Hungarian Cultureduring which Hungarian culture is presented by
means of various cultural activities in Prague,@B1@strava and Pilsen.

German national minority

The main cultural activity of the members of Gernmational minority in 2002 like in last
years waslhe Grand Rendezvous of Folk Art and Culture ef@®rman Minority and the
Friends of the Germans from All Regiomisis an annual rendezvous of twenty regional
associations organised withisssembly of the Germans Living in Bohemia, Moraid

2 The complete text of the dokument is published feninternet page of the Ministry of Culture of the
Czech Republic_(www.mkcr.§z



Silesia.Another roofing organisation of the German natiamatority in the Czech Republic
is Cultural Association of the German Minority Citizen the Czech Republiahich
organises many cultural activities mostly at lotalel. In addition to local or regional
organisations of the above associations the pojgicthe preservation of traditional German
folk culture are implemented by other independegtanal organisationsAssociation of the
Germans in Cheb Region, Association of the Gernrartdebe’ Region, Silesian-German
Association in Hldin Regioretc.

Polish national minority

The most numerous socio-cultural organisation efrtlembers of national minorities in the
Czech Republic i®olish Cultural and Educational Uniofnereiafter PCEU). Every year it
implements projecCultural and Educational Activities of PCEWvhich includes a lot of
activities in a region (concerts, theatre perforoesn recitations, exhibitions, lectures,
seminars etc.). The most important of them is tbikldre festival Gorolski Swietoin
Jablunkov. In addition of folklore it includes soméditional cultural activities. An important
project of PCEU is the puppet theaBajkawhich has been performing for 54 years. Puppet
performances in Polish language contribute toetméchment of the vocabulary of children
and deepen their relation to mother tongue. PCEblighes its annuaKalendarz Slaski
(Silesian Calendar) which is the valuable sourcé infbormation about cultural, social,
religious and political life of the Polish minoritg the Czech Republic. In addition, it is the
publisher ofZwrot, the oldest magazine of the Polish minority whiclsupported within the
grant programme of the Ministry of Culture.

Congress of the Poles in the Czech Repuafica roofing organisationo-ordinates the
activity of more than 20 Polish organisations. sTassociations publishes newspayeiss
Ludufor the members of the Polish national minoritghie Czech Republic, administrates the
documentation centre of the Polish minority andemt$, makes accessible and popularise
archive records, books and museum exhibits docuntetiie past of this minority on the
territory of the Czech Republic. Projects for thivity are financed to a great extent from
the State Budget.

Within the activities of the Polish national mirtgrian important role is played by choirs,
especially civil associationars Musicaand Collegium Canticorunfrom Cesky ®&3in and
the choirHutnik of the Cultural Centre infihec. In addition regular exhibitions of Polish
books organised bgssociation of the Supporters of Polish Book§esky Tsin are worth
mentioning as well as the folklore festival, orgaeu every year by the civil folklore
associatiorGoérolein Mosty near Jablunkov.

The Art and Libraries Department of the Ministry Gulture responsible for grants for
professional cultural activities provided in 200®2vgrnment subsidy to ¢8in Theatre
including Scena Polska.

Roma national minority

Within the projects focused on the cultural ackat of the Roma minority in 2002 an
important role was played by 8th festiRdma Songvhich was held in Walachian Museum
in Roznov pod Radha3n. Its organiser was the civil associatidamocratic Alliance of the
Roma in the Czech Republldke other projects advertising Roma culture thisivity took
place under the auspices of the Minister of Cultvk&thin other important activities the
festival Roma Song and Poetryin Karvina organised byAssociation of the Roma of
Northern Moraviaearned respecKkHAMORO World Roma Festivath Praguewhich was
organised by the civil associatidord 21and in which many international and national
Roma ensembles took part, met with a wide inteonatiacceptance.




Since 2002 the TV short-film seriddimare Romehas been shot under the support of the
Minister of Culture. It informs about the historgulture and language of the Roma and
introduces interesting Roma personalities. Thisucelproject was realised by the members
of the civil associatiorYetti Climbers Clubln 2002 last ten parts of this serial informing
about the Roma living in the Czech Republic angmeouring states (Hungary, Slovakia and
Germany) were completed.

Within grant programmes of the Art Department & Ministry of Culture a financial support
was provided to the projed®resident of Crocodilegpresented under the titlBarader
Papezi}. This theatre performance realised Gipoherni studio Usti nad Labem is inspired
by the life of the Roma in Usti and the Roma thdweseact in it.

In the field of the plastic arts a grant was preddn 2002 for the presentation of works by
Roma painter Rudolf Dzurko in the prestigious gsllEgon Schiele Art Centruin Cesky
Krumlov.

Within other grant programmes of the Ministry oflfQre the projecPractice of Reading of
Roma Childrerwithin the programmeibrary of 21st Centurys worth mentioning.

Within the programme for the support of the develept of religious and religious-cultural
activities in 2002 a grant was provided to the IcagsociationPETROV - Association for
Work with Children and Young PeopfeojectNational Roma Carnivakhe civil association

SEST - The Ethnically Mixed School - Toleraand the projectVe All are Children of One
Father.

A specific - and in international context also wreg cultural project of the members of the
Roma national minority is théuseum of the Roma Cultuie@ Brno which is also a
professional and educational institution. In atifaiti to exhibitions this institution focused in
2002 on the preparation of a permanent expositioich should be opened in this year. The
museum includes a serviceable reading-room andriibwhere many books of Roma
literature (books, magazines and CD-ROMs with Romusic) are deposited. There is also
the Department for Communication with the Pubhd dhe Education Department there. In
2002 the Museum prepared a lot of programmes facuse plastic arts, music and the
effective utilisation of leisure of Roma childrendayoung people. It also participates in the
fulfilment of individual tasks resulting from theogernmental programme of the education,
research and rememberance of the Jewish and Ronacadst as a part of the
intergovernmental associatiomternational Task Force for Co-operation on Holosa
Education, Rememberance and Researitig. Museum of the Roma Culture received a grant
from the programméntegrated System of the Protection of Movable W@altHeritage for
the establishment of a special depository.

Within the programmé.ibrary of 21 st Centuna grant for the projed€ome On, Children,
Let’s Readvas provided.

More detailed information about the situation af fluseum of the Roma Culture is given in
section 4.3.1. of this Report.

Ruthenian national minority

This minority prefers cultural-educational and exfil activities (lectures, informal meetings
and exhibitions) but in 2002 no project for themswaot submitted to the Ministry of
Culture.

Russian national minority

Within the activities of the Russian national mibhothe main role is played by concerts of
classical music from 19th and 20th centuries, thesgntation of literature and editional



activity. The Ministry of Culture did not providenwn grant for these activities (the
representatives of the Russian minority did notstted any project).

Greek national minority

The cultural activities of regional organisatiorfstiee Greek national minority are focused
mostly on the preservation and development of ticadhl culture. Individual activities are
ensured byAssociation of the Greek Communities in the CzeepuBlic which in 2002
organised thefth Greek Festival in the Czech Repuldied activities within the project
Important Days of the Greek Natiofiraditional culture is preserved also by the civil
associatiorLycée of the Greekshose projects relate to Greek folk costumes, el@amd folk
traditions. In the Czech Republic there are ensemlof the Greek minorityGorgona,
Akropolis and Prométheuswhich take part in all socio-cultural activities tfie Greek
minority as well as festivals of other national orities every year.

Slovak national minority

The most numerous organisation of the organisatidrise Slovak national minority iSlub

of the Slovak Culture in the Czech Repubmose activity is concentrated mostly on lectures,
seminars, the performances of folklore ensemblesd pmofessional artists, exhibitions,
publications and the colelction of documents. Ot8&vak associatio©ommunity of the
Slovaks in the Czech Repubbicganises the 4th international festival of Slovakklore
Janosik Ducain Walachia Open-Air Museum in RoZnov pod Rad&wstThis festival has
been assuming a multiethnic form because in addit®m the Slovak minority also the
members of other national minorities living in t@zech Republic have taken part in it.
Within the association activites of the Slovak nnityoan important role is played [§iovak-
Czech Clubwhich in 2002 organised in several Czech t@ays of the Slovak Culture in the
Czech RepublicThis civil association is also a guarantor of tmejgcrt Czech-Slovak Stage
where Czech and Slovak actors play together icyoke of theatre performances.

Very active is alsd.imbora Slovak Folklore Associatiothe civil associationin Prague,
which in 2002 played the role of the main organigkr the international folklore festival
Prague - the Heart of Nations.

Ukrainian national minority

The largest civil associatiddkrainian Initiative in the Czech Republimaplemented in 2002
the projectPreservation of the Identity and the Developmenthef Ukrainian (Ukrainian-
Ruthenian) National Minority in the Czech Republtach included the annual activity of this
association, i.e. concerts, film projections, ekfobs and meetings.

The activity of Association of Ukrainian Wometonsists in the presentation of Ukrainian
culture, especially literary traditions. The asation organises lectures and issues
publications focused on the history of the Ukramsiand the contribution of the personalities
of Ukrainian minorty in Bohemia since the end oftil@entury. In 2000 this association
received a grant for the issuekrainian Necropolis in the Czech Repubtite publication
on important Ukrainian personalities who lived adiéd on the territory of the Czech
Republic.

Association of the Ukrainians and the Friends ofrditke focuses on the preservation and
development of Ukrainian music. This associatidicudes St.Vladimir Choirwhich takes
part in concerts and participates in Orthodox ¢jies in Prague.

Jewish Community




Within the grant programme for the support of dtitg of the members of national
minorities the Jewish community did not apply faryasupport® Nevertheless, the grant
programmes of the Ministry of Culture support tleé\aties of the Jewish community within
the competence of museums and galleriesrdpresentatives of the Jewish community
lay stress upon the activity of the non-governmemstitution Jewish Museunn Prague.
Within its activities in 2002 it is advisable to nmieon for example the proje€&olem 2002
the international music festival whose birth wasiated by Argentinian ambassador in the
Czech Republic and which was organised under thspieesof president Vaclav Havel. It
was held in co-operation with the Embassy of Repulfl Argentina in Prague, the Charles
University and the Educational and Cultural Cemfeéhe Jewish Museum in Prague. The
festival included the literary competition of statle the exhibition of paintings and
sculptures, music recital etc. Another project loé tMuseum isDisappeared Neighbours
focused on the literary works of the students ebadary schools and grammar schools. The
main part of this project is the travelling exhibit Disappeared Neighbourgresented
together with the exhibitioAnne Frank - the Heritage for the Futurkike some other
institutions alsoThe Silver of Czech Synagogu#dse permanent exposition of the Jewish
Museum, had to be closed from August to the erDOR because of floods.

A special programme was elaborated for Terezin M&hdt is focused above all on the
rememberance of the Holocaust (in accordance witl activity of the Holocaust
International Co-ordination Committee) and consistsa lot of professional seminars -
including international ones - for pedagogues,ilpugnd students of Czech and foreign
schools. This activity aims not only at informatianout the Holocaust but also the historical,
religious and cultural characteristics of the Jemaemmunity. A similar role is played by the
branches of West Bohemia Museum in RJzee. Museum of Dr.Simon Adlerin Dobréa
Voda-Hartmanice and Orlice Mountains Museum, Karel Pol&ek Memorialin Rychnov
nad Kréznou.

Multiethnic cultural activities

The multicultural activities within the grant pregnme of the Ministry of Culture for the
support of the cultural activities of the membefsational minorities living in the Czech
Republic in 2002 are represented by the 23rd falsBiesian Daysn Dolni Lomna in ESin
region, organised b8ilesian Foundatiomand the 4th festivalackové to Children.

Multiethnic cultural activities are supported abaathin the grant programmes of the Art
Department of the Ministry of Culture. These adids consist above all in the festivals of
ethnic music including Roma one. In 2002ited Colour of Akropolisthe round-the year
cycle of concerts of ethnic music in PragRespect Ethnic World Music Festival Prague
andOstrava Drumin Ostrava were organised.

4. The financial support of activities of the membes of national minorities

The grant policy of the state relating to the exiecuof rights of national minorities is
determined by Government Decree N. 98/2002 Cadle (selow, section 1.2.7.). Different
situation is in the field of self-government: ti@ancial support of activities of the members
of national minorities within the competence ofjioas is mostly included in the programmes
of the support of culture and care of ancient moenis (for example in Karlovy Vary
region), the programmes of health and social supfor example in Moravian-Silesian

29 The Federation of Jewish Communities does not défieelewish community in the Czech Republic ans
a national minority.



region) or programmes of the support of young peapld education. Their basic framework
is determined by the rules of grant policy for thgport od non-governmental non-profit
organisations; as to the problems of national niiles; these rules do not explicitly deal in
them. According to data included in section 5.2flthis Report only in the capital Prague a
specific grant programme relating the activitieshafional minorities is declared every year
(this year a similar programme was declared fom®ta in Liberec and Moravia-Silesia
regions).The Analyses of Financing Non-governmental NonH#p@fanisations from Public
Budgets in 2002 the draft of a document for the meeting of the gomeent, shows that the
financial support of the activities of national miities was declared only by these regions:
capital Prague (2% of total grants for non-govemtalenon-profit organisations), Karlovy
Vary (1%), Hradec Krélové (2%) and Olomouc (2%).céling to the Analyses other
regions did not express their support explicitlytlaes support of activities of ,the members of
national and ethnic minorities (including the Rommnority)“. Like in regions also in
statutory towns the activities of organisationstieé members of national minorities are
supported within the more general specificationgodnts (the support of culture, social
welfare and education). It means that no speciftg@amme for the support of activities of
non-governmental non-profit organisations of thembers of national minorities was
declared. Grants for communities for the projedtthe organisations of national minorities
conform to the general rules of the support of-gomernmental non-profit organisations.
The communities do not declare specific grant mognes but they support individual
projects. In some cases no support was found amdeitt was justified by the general lack of
finances in a local budget.

The analyses of data which relates to providingigr&om public budgets for the projects of
non-governmental non-profit organisations in 200@ves that the support of projects relating
the activities of the members of national minositrepresents in the total volume of grants for
the projects of non-governmental non-profit orgatiens about 1,5% of all grants from the
budget of central state administration, about 1%regfional budgets and about 0,3% of
community budgets.

4.1. Support by means of the budget chapter ,Genef&ash Administration”

The Ministry of Finance administrates the budgeaptar General Cash Administration
(hereinafter GCA) which consists in incomes angdegses of the State Budget (hereinafter
SB). These incomes and expenses have a generactdraand do not fall within the
competence of any chapter administrator. For 2@@bwing items concerning the support
of activities of the members of national minoriteesd the integration of the Roma community
were assigned in budget chapter GCA:

e co-ordinators of Roma consultants in Regional Atitles (4 680 000 crowns). This item
was assigned in the State Budget for 2002 in aecme with Government Resolution N.
781 from 25 July 2001 by section 1l.5a). Accordiiogsection 11.5b) of this Resolution
chapter GCA of SB amount 680 000 crowns was asgdifmethe satisfaction of needs
relating to the funcion of co-ordinator;

%) The Draft of the Main Fields of State Grant Policel&®ing to Non-governmental Non-profit
Organisations in 2004 and the Analyses of Their iéiveg from Public Budgets in 2002 (a documenttfar
meeting of the government prepared by the Goverhn@ouncil for Non-Governmental Non-Profit
Organisations; R.N. 6297/03-RND).



» the support of the projects Integration of the Rd@ommunity(25 000 000 crowns). On
the basis of Government Resolution on the affairthhe Roma community this amount
was utilised for the implementation of two prograesni.e. Programme of the Support of
the Pupils of Secondary schools and Programme @&Seieldwork ;

e campaign against racism - the project Tolera(@®00 000 crowns). In 2002 this amount
assigned for the implementation of a campaign widisad for some specific orders:

.Minorities into Libraries” - information and massedia campaign at regional and
local levels;

- mass media presentation of social fieldwork with Roma;

- a multimedia centre and seminars within the ardisra music festival organised by
the unincorporated associatibtan in Needn the Czech Television;

- interactive upbringing and education campaigneabsdary schools.

In accordance with Government Resolution N. 600nfrb2 June 2002 to Report on the
Situation of National Minorities in the Czech Repaln 2001 the budget chapter GCA of the
draft of SB for 2003 earmarked 20 000 000 crowmdHe reconstruction of premises for the
House of National Minorities in Prague.

4.2. Financing educational activities

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports prowdgants to many civil associations, inter
alia those of the members of national minoritiebe Tsupport programmes are financed
directly from the budget chapter of the Ministry Bfucation, Youth and Sports and the
budget chapter GCA which is transfered to the buidgapter of the Ministry.

In 2002 more than 20 civil assocations whose d&#viare focused on national minorities
were supported withifProgrammes of the State Support of Work with Céidand Young
People for Non-governmental Non-profit OrganisationEight Roma associations
(Association of the Roma in Moravia, Regirom PardabR-Club, Rachel VIasim, Jekhetane
Ostrava, Savore Sumperk, Chidlren Club 10, Assiotiadf the Roma Minorityyeceived
grant 980 000 crowns for their activities. In agt financial support was provided to the
projects of non-governmental non-profit organisagicof other national minorities (civil
associations working with the Polish minority amé tJewish community). Other local and
national-wide organisations which work with childreand young people received 1 100 000
crowns for the activities of children of the menmdbef national minorities. Most of finances
was assigned for leisure activities, for exampdelly groups, summer camps and weekend
stays, and material equipment for these activilies. total amount of these grants was 2 537 000
crowns.

In accordance with Government Decree N. 98/2002. ®obgramme of the Support of the
Integration of the Roma Communityas declared. It is focused on education, muhieth
cultural activities, prevention from socially pagemous phenomena, leisure actitivities,
summer and winter camps, weekend stays, tripstigpactivities etc. In 2002 88 project
were supported by grants 2 000 000 crowns.

Programme of Education in Languages of National dvitres and Multicultural Upbringing

iIs addressed to all national minorites living ire t8zech Republic. The aim of this grant

programme is to strenghten the awareness of gememzdn appurtenance and culture of other
nations, upbringing to mutual tolerance and agaimssm and xenophobia. It is divided into

three main themes:

- the language education of children and young peaiptational minorities;



- the common socio-cultural, sportive na educatiometivities of children and young
people of national minorities and majority society;

- documentation, analysis, research and elaborafiedwration programmes in the field of
minority education.

The representatives of national minorities acqeainith the above programme inter alia by
means of Advisory Board of the Ministry of Education, Yoatid Sports for the Education of
National Minoritieswhose members are also the representatives ofnaatminorities. In
2002 the Advisory Board examined 35 projects. 16jguts were accepted and received
grants 4 539 545 crowns. The list of endowed ptsj&as publicised on the information
www page of the Ministry of Education, Youth ando@p and it is mentioned in Appendix N.
1. (Appendix N. 2 illustrates providing grants bétMinistry to national minorities in 2003).

Grants were provided in the form of a Decision @aviRling a Grant. 15 subjects sent its
account to the Ministry to required date (the ciagsociationRussian Institutesent its
account on the basis of a reasonable notice on¢ghnadter the expiration of a required date).

The project PHARE (CZ 00-02-03) is focused on tecation of teachers, school directors a
pedagogical assistants at primary an preparatdmpo$s on multicultural themes and the
creation of specific conditions for the educatidrRoma pupils. It was divided into two parts:
Support to Roma IntegraticendMulticultural Education Refornits total budget is 1 600 000
euro (950 000 euro will be utilised for project $apt to Roma Integration and 650 000 euro
for Multicultural Education Reform). 1 000 000 euveere provided by the European
Commission from programme PHARE and 600 000 eurtheyMinistry of Education, Youth
and Sports.

4.3. The support of the preservation and developmeiof culture

The financial support of cultural activities of theembers of national minorities is ensured by
the Ministry of Culture; in addtion to a grant gramme for the support of cultural activities
of the members of national minorities living in tli&zech Republic the Ministry also
implements a separate programme for the suppattieointegration of the members of the
Roma community. In 2002 1 450 000 crowns were m@yifor 29 projects of this
programme. Out of the competition the Museum ofRloena Culture in Brno was endowed
(by 1 200 000 crowns).

Within the programme for the support of culturaiaties of the members of national minorities
living in the Czech Republic in 2002 95 subjectthvii57 projects applied for grants; 94 subjects
received it. The total amount of grants distribusethin this competition was 7 585 977 crowns
(the summary of all projects is mentioned in Append. 3). In addition to the above
programmes the Ministry of Culture provided grafus the activities of the members of
national minorities as a part bibrary of 21st Centurythe grant programme of the Art and
Libraries Department (the summary of these granteentioned in Appendix N. 4.

The proportional division of grants within the pramme for the support of cultural activities
of the members of national minorities in 2002 adawy to individual national minorities is



illustrated in following diagram:
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4.3.1. Museum of the Roma Culture in Brno

In 2002 the Government Council for National Min@$t and the Government Council for the
Affairs of the Roma Community discussed repeatédéy issue of the establishment of the
Museum of the Roma Culture in Brno (hereinafter ddum®), its institutional position and
assurance of economic conditions for its furthdivdaies. Within the comprehensive report
on the situation of national minorities it is rede to pay special attention to this issue and
propose measures which would represent the systesadution of the problem of successful
function of this institution not only in the Cze&tepublic and also in Central Europe as a
whole. The activity of the Museum until now providst it is not only a professional
institution dealing with Roma affairs but also astitution which has a positive social and
political influence in the field of social consceness of the Roma community in Bohemia
and mutual relations of the Roma community and nitgjeociety.

Some facts about the history of the Museum

The establishment of the Roma Museum in Bohemiaimmated for the first time during so-
called ,re-birth process” in the end of 1960s oftl2@entury when the Roma in
Czechoslovakia were given a break to establisht then organisation. in 1969 the Union of
the Gypsies-Roma in the Czech Republic was foundeBrno as a centre of the Roma
intellectuals. The members of the Union, especi&®lyma historian Bartolo& Daniel,
started to collect materials for the future museabgve all the products of traditional Roma
handicrafts. These collections became a base éoexhibitionRomani hartikani buti - Roma
Black-smith TradgBrno, October 1970). The process of normalisatemminated both the
activity of the Union and efforts to establish as@um which would present Roma culture.

The idea of a Roma museum which would documenRitr@a culture was materialised after
November 1989 by the group of Roma intellectualg-tvorkers of the Union, historians
Karel Holomek and Jana Holomkova-Horvathova - whked Roma scholar Eva Davidova
for professional co-operation. This group startechégotiate with the Ministry of Culture,
Ministry of the Interior, Brno Metropolitan Authdyi, Roma Civil Inititiative and other Roma
associations. After many peripetia of preparatoegatiations the representatives of the



initiative group of the Roma refused up to a pheithe offer of the Ministry of Culture to
establish a museum as an independent part of tmwhn Provincial Museum in Brno.
Roma activists decided to establisAssociation for the Establishment of Museum of the
Roma Cultur&” which started to build a museum as an associdfious they expressed their
will to establish a museum which would be independa other institutions and the state that
- in their point of view - could be ill-disposed the establishment of an institution
supporting the integration of the Roma into theietyc Successivelyssociation of Experts
and Friends of the Museum of Roma Culture in Bfnand Karel Holomek became its
chairman. The founders of the Museum formulated tméssion as followsWe shall make
every effort to collect at the Museum as many neteas possible to present the richness
and quality of the Roma culture, turn to the Ronempde their lost self-confidence and
present them to the Czech, Slovak and other pubkam unknown light which would help it
to find a viable way to the Roma ethnic group;Mhg&seum has ambition to become a cultural
centre of all Roma living on the territory of tligate and an information centre for all people
who are interested in Roma studi@$e activities of the Museum were divided into four
basic ones: a) documentation, b) collections, @nse, research and presentation and d)
education and popularisation.

After making a basic collection the Associationabished the beneficiary association
Museum of the Roma Cultut8.0On the basis of this fact the Brno Council apptbve
December 2000 an agreement on the lease of a steccted building in Bratislavské street 67
in Brno including the parcel of land. The MayorBrho and the lady-director of Museum of
the Roma Culture signed on 11 January 2001 areagnet on the lease of non-residential
premises for the beneficiary association MuseurRaa Culture for an agreed period at
symbolic price 1 crown. The preliminary agreememtnon-residential lease was concluded
till 30 June 2001 and in following years it was Iprged.

The permanent seat of the Museum and the recotistruaf its building

After many negotiations of the representativesAsSociation of Experts and Friends of
Museum of the Roma Culture in Brwith state administration bodies the Brno Metrojawi
Authority allocated the building of the indicatiommber 264/67 in Bratislavska street for the
Museum and the Brno Metropolitan Council approvealintent of the free-of-charge transfer
of this object to the beneficiary association Musef the Roma Cultur&’ Nevertheless, the
building was desolate and it was necessary to peoitniances for its reconstruction. Due to
permanent equivocations concerning the way of r&tcoction of the above building a
document for the meeting of the government on firersupport for the reconstruction of the
future Museum was submitted in 1997 when a dedigglysvas elaborated. The government

D) According to Act N. 83/1990 Coll. on the Assoaatiof Citizens, as amended. The Association for the
Estabishment of Museum of the Roma Culture in Brei@ &ivil association was registered by the Migist
the Interior on 9 April 1991 (VSC/1-16122/91 R).

%) The Association of Experts and Friends of MuseurrhefRoma Culture in Brno as a civil association
was registered by the Ministry of the Interior dnQctober 1991(VSC/1-8002/91 R).

%) The Resolution of the Regional Commercial Court imdBon the registration of the beneficiary
association Museum of the Roma Culture was issneBloDecember 1998 and the Registration Certifioate
the Tax Office Brno | was issued on 17 August 1999.

*)The intent of the free-of-charge transfer of théding to the beneficiary association Museum of Rom
Culture was approved by the Brno Metropolitan Cadlaitdts meeting on 12 -14 November 1996.



approved 34 905 000 crowns as a grant to Brnahrecontruction of the above buildifry.
The reconstruction plan was divided into two phasms1998 20 000 000 crowns and for
1999 15 000 000 (14 905 000) crowns were allocatetdBrno was obliged to pay surcharge
17 723 000 crowns (i.e. 30% of presumed experifes).

Because of technical problems (inter alia repeatadpetition of tenders for the selection of a
reconstructor) reconstruction works were startedSeptember 1999 and terminated in
2000%” According to Occupancy Permit Decision from 1 Bmber 2000 the occupancy
permit was issued on 17 October 2000 and the ibgildas transfered to its us&t.on 12
December 2000 the management of the Museum inteatla new building to the public
within the ,Open House Day® According to the Investment Department of Brno
Metropolitan Authority expenses on the whole retamtsion and modernisation of this
building equaled to 34 850 021 crowns.

The activities of the Museum

In the first years of the existence of the Musetewiorkers concentrated on the procurement
of collections and documents in Bohemia, Slovak R@®ttlements and Roma communities
in Poland, Ukraine and Bulgaria. Thus they succeé@dsaving, documenting, describing and
registering thousands of examples of traditionaildnerafts, housing, way of life, clothes,
historical photographs etc. Audio and video caseliave been recorded, inter alia on the
memories of those who remember the sufferings ofldW/ar II. In addition, the Museum
gained the part of collections of the cancelled ddnof the Gypsies-Roma in the Czech
Republic which were preserved in Moravian Provihdduseum (cca 120 items, mainly
black-smith “s products and tools) and has comgbléte collections of traditional Roma
handicrafts, textile, jewelery, fashion accessompetblic records, written, photographic, audio
and video documents and examples from the histbRoma housing, household equipment,
way of life, plastic arts (works of skilled amateand professional painters on Roma themes),
medallions of Roma personalities and exhibits vasieg to the influence of Roma culture
on the majority society.

After the establishment of the Museum also thealprof Roma literature, Roma studies and
periodicals has been built. The books depositertethee available for students, journalists,
scientists and public interested in Roma culture.

The Museum started its educational activities inyM893 with the first lecture of the long-
term cycleWho Are the RomaPhis cycle of lectures has been organised withatruption

up till now. More than 10 000 listeners have acegiiknowledge and information about the
life of the Roma. Within the framework of multicutal upbringing many lectures of this

%) Government Resolution N. 518 from 27 August 199 mviding finances for the reconstruction of the
object of Museum of the Roma Culture in Brno. Thengmwas provided by the Ministry of Culture andequted
by Brno authorities which assumed responsibilitaasnvestor of the project.

%) Drawing finances for individual phases is specifiedGovernment Resolution n. 686 from 29 October
1997 to the Report on the Situation of the Romen@anity in the Czech Republic and contemporaryasitum
inside this community.

37 See Government Resolution N. 790 from 28 July 189®e reconstruction of the object of the Museum
of the Roma Culture in Brno.

%) Take-over procedure attended by the reconstruttergustomer and the user of the Museum of the Roma
Culture took place on 3 November 2000 when the @acay Permit Decision came into force.

%) See document for the meeting of the governmenm fid February 2001 ,Information about the
Reconstruction of the Building of the Museum of B@ma Culture in Brno for Which Finaces Were Pded
from the State Budget 1998-2000".



cycle in 2002 focused on national minorities livimgthe Czech Republic. The Museum co-
operates with the organisations of national miresiand Roma organisations in Brno when
organising cultural and educational activities.

The Museum issues an annual where it informs alisuactivitity contributing to Roma
studies in various branches in the form 8ulletin of Museum ofhe Roma Culturé®
Although the Museum presents itself mostly by sateat publicatiorf® it enlists many well-
wishers and those who are interested in Roma sffayr its exhibitions. The first large
exhibition wasThe Roma in Czechoslovakighich took place in the second year of the
existence of the Museum (Ethnographic Instituteviafravian Provincial Museum in Brno,
1992) followed byThe Roma in Brn¢1998), followed by the exhibition of Roma painter
Rudolf Dzurko (2001), The Roma Myth,the largest exhibition of American ethno-
choreographer Elisabeth Mourat who presented therecollection of works looking at the
Roma from the angle of view of the majority sociéand presented their copies to the
Museum), Lety, the Way from Tragedy to Tolerandbe collection of etchings an
photographs by Barbara E.M.Scotch inspired by tesr i; Lety near Pisek and accompanied
by her animations, and a lot of exhibitions of mlgrzaphs.O Roma - Looking for Home
(Moravian Provincial Museum - Pavillon Anthroposhe last of large exhibitions, was
organised by the Museum in 1999 and then transfewePilsen and Usti nad Labem. In
October 2002The Paths of the Roma - Romano Drdhe exhibitionof the works by
ethnographer Eva Davidova (the expert of the Mugemas organised.

Nevertheless, most of people have visited travgkirhibitions. The most successful of them
was The World Seen by the Roma - E luma romane jakhéneecollection of works by
Roma non-professional painters (selected from dflection of the Museum); since 1996 this
collection has represented the Museum in many platethe Czech Republic including
Prague and also abroad where the exhibition waan®gd either by Czech Centres or
embassies (Viena, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Washingtoscow, Brussels, Utrecht etc.).

The Museum did much creditable professional andifaoization work in the field of study,
documentation and presentation of the Roma Holddaug/orld War Il by means of large
collections, written documents, photographs, vided audio records of the memories of
witnesses of this event, tidemorial to the Victims of the Gypsy Camp in Hodonéar
Kunstat(1997) and the tablet on the Roma mass grav€®inovice and Kunstat where the
Museum organises their commemoration. Thanks toitiative the tablet was installed also
in  Masna street in Brno from which ther firshBrRoma were transported to Auschwitz in
1943. Since 1999 the Museum has been participatiriige projectPhenomenon Holocaust
under the auspices of former president Vaclav Halleé Museum presents this theme in
international conferences and participates in diss of International Task Force for Co-
operation on Holocaust Education, RememberanceReskarctwhere the representative of
the Museum is a guarantor of thematic cycle ,Réfodbcaust”.

Within international co-operation the Museum co+apes with renowned scientific
institutions and museums all over the world - faample The House of Anna Frank in

40 1n 1992 the Museum issued totally 10 bulletins.

1) See for example publications focused on Roma hakida World war II: ,Unknown Holocaust* (1995);
.Ma bisteren - Let Us Not Forget* (1997); ,From Brrio Auschwitz-Birkenau* (2000). In addition, the
Museum participated in the publication of ,Phenaome Holocaust®, the reports of the conference efshme
name (Prague 1999) an it has been co-operaring limng time with Palacky University on Roma progethe
publication of recent Roma studies by authors CtaleB. Daniel and E. Davidova, ,The Chapters of the
History of the Roma“ (2001) the book by Jana Hdme&é and other works (The Roma and Nacism, 2000, ,The
Memoirs of the Roma Women - Roots", 2002 etc.).



Amsterdam (the common project of mutual short-taffiiations), the Holocaust Museum in
Washington, the State Museum in Auschwitz, memsiialformer concentration camps etc.
Historian Petr Lhotka is an author gfhe Roma in Auschwitz‘the Czech part of the
permanent exposition of the Nazi genocide of then®owhich was opened thanks to
Dokumentations-und Kulturzentrum der deutscheriSini Roma in 2001 in Auschwitz.
Documents and materials were provided by the Musasimell as matrials for the Roma part
of Czech Exposition which was opened in Auschwit2002 under the auspices of Terezin
Memorial.

Since 1998 the Museum has been utilising the lal@@base of the documents of Roma
witnesses of sufferings of World War Il for medmgi humanitarian aid and the
indemnification of Roma victims of the Holocaustof the very beginning the lectors of the
Museum have taken part in educational seminarstdachersHow Teach Holocaust
organised by Terezin Menorial. The last activitgused on this theme is the documentary
film These Are Hard Memoriatirected by Monika Rychlikova with the aid of theperts of
the Museum (in co-operation with Film and Sociolo§gsociation). Its first run was in
October 2002 at the Museum and in the same monttont an award irCadca 2002 the
international festival of ethnographic films. Itspies are available in Terezin Memorial and
methodological centres for the education of teacher

In 2000 the Museum started up the proj€tiildren s Workshogor children and young
people of the Roma community in Brno. It consistsactivities organised in co-operation
with the Pedagogical Faculty of the Masaryk Uniitgren Brno and qualified volunteers
within the project of the useful utilisation of $eire. These community projects focus on
various themesAfternoon at the Museurfmuseum activities)Come on Children, Let * s
Read(enlisting readers from Roma children and youngppoWide Open Museuleultural
activities), ,The Mondays of Plastic Arts* etc. Heeactivities not only give chance Roma
children for cultural activities and also represantimportant social-preventive factor of this
target group.

Contemporary situation

The Museum is a member of Association of Museunas @alleries of the Czech Republic
and the Club of the Foundation Information Centrd makes efforts to become a member of
the International Organisation for Migration. Thalections of the Museum are registered in
the Central Registry of the Collections of the Mitny of Culture’® According to stock-
taking on 31 December 2002 the collection of theséum contained 13 298 items of which 2
729 items were books representing the completeectadh of Roma literature and Roma
studies. In 2002 totally 140 research workers impdoan opportunity to study at the
Museum.

In 1997-2002 the Museum obtained resources forabpa and professional activity from
public finances including an investment grant 6D @WO crowns from the State Budget
provided to Brno for the reconstruction of the Mursebuilding. The detailed summary for
individual years is included in Appendix N. 5. Ipite of the above fact the Museum still has
not sufficient resources for opening the permampiosition in 2003For this reason it is
advisable to support the project of permanent akpadrom the State Budget.

The proposal of the solution of problem of the fatlegal status of the Museum

2 According to the provisions of Act N. 122/2000 Can the Protection of Museum Collections. The
collection is registered under N. 002-05-13/231002.



The successful development of further activitiestlhé Museum now depends on the
possibilities of its transformation to a new ingibn. At present it is topical to decide on its
new legal status and specify its financial covartHis context it is evident from economic
point of view that the problem must be resolvedaysitically by means of public finances.
Although the Museum receives an every-year gratitimwihe programme of the Ministry of

Culture for the support of the projects concernimg cultural activities of the members of
national minoritie$? these grants can not cover whole operation cdsteedviuseum.

The activity of the Museum complies with the vdkdislation which relates to the activity of
museums and gallerié8. Nevertheless, the main problem consists in thesiplesform of
state participation in the assurance of the Museuoperation and activity. The forms of the
new legal status of the Museum which would ensurehangeable financial conditions for
the activity of the Museum are as follows:

* The establishment of a state structural component

In this case legal regulations determine that e st&ructural component (a museum or a
gallery) can be established under conditions siedl in 8 4 of Act N. 219/2000 Coll. on the
Property of the Czech Republic and its Acting inviCRelationships. The activity and
management of a state structural component complythis Act and Act N. 218/2000 Coll.
on Budgetary Rules as amended, as well as statutsityiments, i.e. respective by-laws. A
ministry can be the promoter of a state structemahponent but the law necessitates the
approval of the Ministry of Finance. A state stiuat component is not a separate legal
person but if it is established by a ministry sitai separate accounting unit. The establishment
of a new state structural component must complj witnditions stipulated in 8 4 of Act N.
209/2000 Caoll., i.e. the approval of the MinistfyFonance (presumably for the same reasons
as mentioned above). The regulation to apply aitethis context (i.e. the establishment of a
state structural component, establishment instrésnett.) is Regulation of the Ministry of
Finance of the Czech Republic N. 62/2001 Coll. loe administration of state property by
state structural components and state organisatiérgenses on the activity of a state
structural component are covered from the StategBydusually by means of a budget
chapter administrator who is charged with the fiomciof a promoter of a state structural
component.

* The establishment of a new state institution rengicontributions from the State Budget

The esablishment of a new state institution reagivdontributions from the State Budget is
possible according to § 54, clause 2 of Act N. 2000 Coll. only in cases and under
conditions stipulated by a special regulatforiThe establishment of a new state institution
receiving contributions from the State Budget dejsean compyling with the requirement
stipulated in § 54, clause 2 of Act N. 219/20001Cwmhose text is as followsA new state

43 Government Decree N. 98/2002 Coll. which specifiesconditions and way of providing grants frora th
State Budget for the activities of the members atiomal minorities and the support of the integnatof the
members of the Roma community.

44) Act N. 122/2000 Coll. on the Protection of MuseQullections, as amended; Government Decree N.
469/2000 Coll. which determines the content of vidiial trades; the specification of the contenttrades
according to Act N. 455/1991 Coll. on Business iade (Trade Act) which defines inter alia the competeof
a museum within the activities of cultural and eaticnal facilities; Act N. 129/2000 Coll. on Distts (district
administration) as amended; Act N. 128/2000 on Canities (district administration), as amended.

%) In case of an intent to establish Museum of the &@ulture in Brno as a state institution receiving
contributions from the State Budget it is necesgarglaborate such a regulation. The Ministry odt@el
presumes the submission of the government bitigfAct in 2003.



institution receiving contributions from the St&aedget can be established only in cases and
under conditions stipulated by a special legal dagjon®. The establishment of a new state
institution receiving contributions from the StaRudget should be discussed in the
government on the basis of the positive stand efMinistry of Finance (for strenghtening
budget chapter 334 by resources calculated fong&ibution to such a state institution).

« The embodiment of the Museum in an existing stateseum institution receiving
contributions from the State Budget (a state stnatitomponent)

If that the alterations of the establishment insient of an existing state institution receiving
contributions from the State Budget or a statecstiral component influence the expenses of
the State Budget, they must be negotiated befocehauith the Ministry of Finance. The
alteration of an establishment instrument (theresiten of activities of an existing institution)
is implemented by a promoter or a ministry whiclehgrged with the function of a promoter.
Within the above variants the Ministry of Culturensiders the establishment of the Museum
of Roma Culture in Brno as a state institution naog constributions from the State Budget
(see the draft of respective government resolutichis Report) to be the best one.

4.4. The support of the integration of the membersf the Roma community

The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs supportad 2002 the activities of national

minorities, especially in the field of the integost of Roma communities, by 13 383 573
crowns (detailed description is includen in Appenbli. 6). In this period the pilot project

Social Fieldwork in Socially Degraded Roma Commesivas tested. Within the framework

of the reform of social services the Ministry conmuates with non-governmental non-profit
organisations; as providing social services is pethelent on the principle of ethnicity, it is
not possible to inform about the character of cerapon with the representatives and
organisations of the members of national minoritiEse exception is the Roma minority
which the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs pslin submitting an application for grants.
In this context it organised two seminars for tepresentatives of the Roma minority with
respect to submitting an application for grants.

4.5. Grants from the State Budget for the publicatn of periodicals of national minorities

The grants for the publication of minority perioalg are provided by the Ministry of Culture.
In 2002 it provided grants 30 000 000 crowns far plublication of minority periodicals on
the basis of the recommendation of the Council. @heve amount was divided for 18
periodicals, i.e. 1 Bulgarian, 1 Hungarian, 2 Germ&Polish, 4 Roma, 1 Russian, 4 Slovak
and 1 Ukrainian.

4.5.1. Bulgarian minority
Roden glas

In 2002 this was the only supported Bulgarian mical. Its publisher i8ulgarian Cultural
and Educational Organisation in the Czech Republithe periodical was published as a
monthly (32 pages, announced number 5 000 copies,copy sales price 15 crowns). The
grant was 548 000 crowns.

The periodical presented commentaries on the saaidlcultural activities of the Bulgarian
minority. At the end of 2002 the publisher asked floe alteration of the Decision on
Providing Grant (hereinafter ,Decision®); becauddl® decrease of overhead expenses his
application was admitted. The publisher reducedpigodicity of this title to five-times a
year. The settlement of the grant showed thatatsgntage of total expenses was 88,07%, the



percentage of overhead expenses was 49,63% armktbentage of unsold copies was 7%.
As a half-year account revealed discrepanciesawithg from the grant, the publisher did not
received the last part payment for 2002. Finallyshlemitted the account and respective audit
did not reveal any serious insufficiency with respe the economical utilisation of the grant.

Conclusion: no measure is suggested, inter aliausec of the failure of the publisher “s
project to publisiRoden glasn 2003.

4.5.2. Hungarian minority
Pragai Tukor
A periodical issued regularly five-times a yearpgblished byUnion of the Hungarians

Living in BohemiaThe grant was 1 135 000 crowns (around 96 pagesuaced number 1
000 copies, one copy sales price 25 crowns).

The periodical deals in social and cultural issukesis the only supported Hungarian
periodical which has been published since 199 ¢s2001 with an inset). The periodical
maps the cultural and social life of the Hunganmmamority and deals in Czech-Hungarian
relations in the field of culture and history. Byeropy includes the résumé in Czech and
Enlish languages. The settlement of the grant staat the total number of copies was 5
000, number of pages 120 and one copy sales pliag@®vns. The grant “s percentage of
total expenses determined in the Decision (76,3%s mot observed because in fact it reached
90,54%. The percentage of overhead expenses w84%7and the percentage of unsold
copies was 25%. The publisher stated lower acteaime from sale than the budgeted one.

Conclusion: the audit of the grants did not rexaegt serious insufficiency. Nevertheless, the
publisher should look for other sources of incomerider to decrease the grant “s percentage
of the project. If the half-year account shows tiat grant” s percentage of the project does
not accord with the Decision, it will be recommedde reduce the grant in the 3rd and 4th
quarters.

4.5.3. German Minority
Landes-Zeitung

The periodical is published b&ssembly of the Germans in Bohemia, Moravia anelsiail
The grant in 2002 was 2 200 000 crowns. (8+4 pagmsounced number 4 000 copies, one
copy sales price 6,50 crowns).

The periodical is addresed to the German natioriabnity in the Czech Republic. As a
fortnightly it gives information about the life ttie German minority and other actual issues.
The settlement of the grant in 2002 showed thedercentage of sold copies (the percentage
of unsold copies is 44,80%). The publisher stated the percentage of overhead expenses
was 57,31%; in comparison with budgeted producéigpenses the actual ones were higher
(expenses on a medial assistant were 436 075 cyootial income from sale was much
lower than the budgeted one while total overheageeses did not exceed those of the
budget.

Conclusion: due to the high percentage of unsofulesoit is advisable to decrease of the
total number of copies and pay more attentioméonbharketability of the above periodical. If
the modifications in the half-year settlement o tirant are not implemented, it will be
recommended to reduce the grant in the 3rd amdqurters.

Prager Volkzeitung

This fortnightly is published bgZultural Association of the German Minority Citizeaf the
Czech RepublicThe grant in 2002 was 2 100 000 crowns (12 pagespumced number 3
500 copies, one copy sales price 8 crowns).



The periodical gives reports and actual commerdar@scerning the problem of the position
of the German minority in Bohemia. The grant” scpatage of total expenses was 85,91%
while in the Decision it was determined to be 8b,4he percentage of unsold copies was
20%. Actual income from sale was satisfactory;pbblisher utilised the grant in accordance
with conditions mentioned in the decision excepdtrdbution - in comparison with the
budgeted amount the publisher stated 228 354 crowerhead expenses did not exceed the
budgeted ones.

Conclusion: no measure is proposed.

4.5.4 Polish minority
Gtos Ludu

The periodical is published bgongress of the Poles in the Czech Republice grant was
1 300 000 crowns. It was published every other @ay6 pages, announced number 5 400 -
5 800 copies, one copy sales price 6 crowns).

The periodical contributes to the preservation &ndwledge of Polish language. It is
published by professionals and accessible in pufimps. The grant s percentage of total
expenses was 44,25% which is the most favourabiesva comparison with all projects of
the publishers of minority periodicals. 44% of tad&erhead expenses were represented by
wages. The amounts for lease and telephone weré touer than the budgeted ones. The
main sources of income were subscription and iiegerincome from sale covered 41% of
total expenses. Total overhead expenses did needxte budgeted ones.

Conclusion: no measure is proposed.

Zwrot

The cultural monthly is published Wolish Cultural and Educational Union in the Czech
Republic.The grant was 1 300 000 crowns (80 page, annoumgetber 1 800 copies, one
copy sales price 15 crowns).

The monthly focuses mainly on the history and caltactivities of the Polish minority. The
published did not keep the grant “s percentagetaf €xpenses which should have been 70%.
The grant covers 75,25% of the project, the peeggntof unsold copies is 12,55% in
comparison with presumed 7%. Nevertheless, theighdyl succeded in obtaining other
resources for financing the project. In additiorifroome from sale that covers 22% of total
expenses he obtains resources from Polish spoasdradvertisement. In comparison with
the budget the lease increased evidently. Othedittons stipulated in the Decision were
met.

Conclusion: no measure is proposed; neverthelesqublisher should keep the budget of the
project.

Nasza Gazetka

The cultutal fortnightly is published bifarcerstvo Polskie w Republice CzesKidje grant
was 1 200 000 crowns (12 pages, announced numbBbe0 Topies, one copy sales price 5
crowns).

The periodical is an information media for the oggsation of the Harcers in the Czech
Republic. The account of the grant in 2002 showmatketability 81%; the grant “s

percentage of total expenses was kept (86,24%)nicome from sale was extremely low,

although the expenses on one copy was 79 crowres.déhblared number of pages did not
correspond the actual one. In addition, amountshe items ,Miscellanea“ and ,Lease"

increased. The publisher explained this fact byréme in the downtown where his publishing
house is situated. Total overhead expenses didxueied the budgeted ones.



Conclusion: it is recommended to the publishernicréase a one copy price, keep planned
indicators according to the approved project angdgitention to the economical issue of his
periodical.

Kurier Praski

The periodical is published by the civil associatlrague Courier. The grant was 216 000
crowns (12 pages, announced number 500 copies;amyesales price 10 crowns).

The monthly focuses above all on the Polish conitpun Prague, the problem of the
position of the Polish minority in the Czech repalaind Czech-Polish relations. The grant * s
percentage of total expences exceeded the budgetedrhe publisher justified this fact by
the problem of marketability of the periodical. W¢hthe Decision determined 56,39%, the
account showed that it was 99,15%. The copies distabuted free of charge. The publisher
stated that income from sale was 850 crowns butbildgeted on was 9 000 crowns.
Although the original budget did not included thmaant of postal charges, the publisher
stated in the account that it was 4 912 crownsex{#ained that he was not able to sale the
periodical because he did not receive money froomsgrs and had not any other source of
income.

Conclusion: it is necessary for the publisher toutbon the increase of marketability of the
periodical and look for other resources. If theflyalr settlement of the grant does not prove
that the grant s percentage of total expensesrdecwith the Decision, it will be
recommended to reduce the grant in the 3rd anquHiters.

4.5.5 Roma minority
Amaro gendalos

The monthly is published b§zeno AssociatiorThe grant was 1 940 000 crowns (32 pages,
announced number 3 000 copies, one copy salesisiceowns).

The periodical presents contributions in Czech Rwmina languages with the résumé in
English. The publisher decreased the sales priamefcopy to 15 crowns. Athough he kept
grant ‘s percentage of total expenses 69,30%, ¢neeptage of overhead expenses was
86,15%. On the basis of the application of thengfs provider he added some data to the
account. Like other Roma periodicals also this daees the problem of distribution,
marketability and the number of unsold copies. Ppbeecentage of unsold copies was 92%.
The actual price of the periodical did not corregpavith the one stated in the project (17
crowns and 15 crowns for subscribers). The pullistié not keep the level of overhead
expenses determined in the Decision, exceededhelie expenses, wages and the item
.Miscellanea“.The difference between budgeted ozadthexpenses and the actual ones was
152 329 crowns.

Conclusion. it is necessary for the publisher tegkéhe budget and focus on the problem of

distribution and marketability of the periodicalthe percentage of overhead expenses is not
modified in accordance with the Decision, it wi# becommended to reduce the grant in the

3rd and 4th quarters.

Kereka

In 2002 the montly was published Bgmocratic Alliance of the Roma in the Czech Rapubl
The grant was 1 620 000 crowns (36 pages, announgatier 4 700 copies, one copy sales
price 10 crowns).

The contributions in this periodicals are in Czadld Roma languages. The periodical served

as a teaching aid at schools attended by Romadspijie publisher stated in his application
that the announced number was 4 700 copies budteunt showed that the actual number



was 3 300 copies. Although the budget did not idelany royalties, the account showed that
203 113 crowns were paid for them. Travelling exg@snwere higher by 15 000 crowns than
the budgeted ones and in comparison with the budlpet telephone expenses increased
evidently. The publisher did not keep grant ~ scpatage of total expenses which the
Decision determined to be 62,20% - its actual vatas 78,09%. The percentage of overhead
expenses was 42,54% and the percentage of unsuikkasas 25%.

Conclusion:

It is necessary for the publisher to keep the bydgeus on looking for other sources of
income and decrease the grant ~ s percentage ehs&p on the issue of the periodical.

Romano hangos

The fortnightly is published by gsociation of the Roma in Moravi@he grant in 2002 was
1 420 000 (8 pages, announced number 3 600 capies;opy sales price 4 crowns).

The periodical has been issued since 1999. Artiales published in Czech and Roma
languages. The grant “s percentage of total expemas 66,26%, the percentage of overhead
expenses was 86,95%. The publisher increased ke gace from 4 to 6 crowns. He stated
high amounts for royalties and distribution. Therge@tage of unsold copies was 17%.
Income from sale was very low (only 13 014 crowmd)ile distribution expenses are
inadequately high (271 468 crowns). Although theiBien determined operation costs to be
150 000 crowns, the account showed that they wéteB16 crowns. Total overhead expenses
exceeded a little the budgeted ones. At a reghespublisher submitted the commentary on
the implementation of the project.

Conclusion: it is necessary for the publisher tegkéhe budget. If the percentage of overhead
expenses is not modified in accordance with theiddag, it will be recommended to reduce
the grant for the 3rd and 4th quarters.

Romano kurko

The periodical was published I§yvil Association for Roma National Press in theeCh
Republicas a fortnightly (8 pages /Christmas copy 12 pagasounced number 4 000
copies, one copy sales price 5 crowns). The grastiw00 000 crowns.

The periodical was distributed free of charge. phblisher stated that distribution expenses
were 120 188 crowns and income 3 480 crowns. Dulieg/ear the publisher applied for the

change of the Decision and his application was tddchi Nevertheless, even the revisioned
budget exceeded expenses on wages and consegoégitiyverhead expenses. The grant * s
percentage of total expenses was 99,68% which septed the highest one of all grants in

2002; the percentage of overhead expenses was¥%2,13

Conclusion: the Tax Office Brno applies the puldistior the recovery of a claim. Its

.Protocol on the Results of the Audit of Drawingrn Grants Provided in 1999 - 2001 for
Minority Press Carried Out in the Civil Associatitor Roma National Press in the Czech
Republic* shows that the publisher is obliged tume to the State Budget total amount 207
152 crowns which were utilised and retained unaavaedly. The Tax Office Brno has not
determined any instalment including money penadly (}he dispute is being resolved). The
publisher failed with his project to issue the pdital in 2003.

4.5.6. Russian minority
Vesti
The periodical is published bRussian Institute in the Czech Repubhczcording to the

project the periodical should have been issued dasrtaightly (12 pages, announced
number 3 500 copies, one copy sales price 8 crowhg)grant was 574 000 crowns.



The task of the publisher was to inform about tlisdRan national minority. He made serious
mistakes in drawing from the grant during the whgar. At variance with legal regulations
he did not apply for the change of the Decisiohalgh before the half-year settlement of the
grant his periodical was issued only three-timdse §rant ~ s percentage of total expenses
which the Decision determined to be 23,61% wasaict ©94,90% . The percentage of
overhead expenses was 54,67% and the percentageadfl copies was not stated at all. The
publisher increased the sales price of one cod8140 crowns and then to 20,40 crowns. At
the end of the year this price was increased ewe5t crowns. Within the half-year
accounting the publisher was informed that it wasessary to decrease overhead expenses
and obrain fonances fromother sources than a gfdr&.publisher stated income 23 149
crowns. In comparison with the original projectufigiencies were found in drawing from
the grant. For these reasons the last instalmethieajrant for 2002 (143 000 crowns) was not
paid to him.

Conclusion: after repeated reminders and corregtiorthe acocunt the provider of the grant
accepted the settlement of the grant for 2002 #itedeadline. Nevertheless, due to the abive
discrepancies the publisher failed with his projedssue the periodical in 2003.

5.5.7. Slovak minority
Listy 2002

The monthly is published b@lub of the Slovak Culture in the Czech Republie grant was
3 148 000 crowns (36 pages /+ eight-page litenasgti announced number 4 100 copies, one
copy sales price 19,90 crowns).

As Club of the Slovak Culture in the Czech Repubhls both Czech and Slovak readers, the
periodical addressed also the Czech public. Theribotions are published in Slovak and
Czech languages. The percentage of overhead expeased9,07%, the grant s percentage
of total expenses was 83,65%, although the Decisieiermined it to be 76,96%. The
publisher justified this fact by low income fromlesand advertisement (the percentage of
unsold copies was 20%). The publisher sent thaldétaccount and information materials.
When drawing from the grant he increased traveliing distribution expenses in comparison
wuth the budgeted ones. On the other hand, overbgaenses and total expenses were not
exceeded.

Conclusion: no measure is proposed.

Slovenské dotyky

The monthly is published b8lovak-Czech Club in the Czech Republike grant was
2 880 000 crowns (28 pages, announced number 8cOpi@s, one copy sales price 18
crowns).

The periodical focuses not only on the communitytled Slovak minority in the Czech
Republic but also the Czech public. During the yibar publisher applied for the change of
the Decision and his application was admitted. kipedess, even after the issue of the new
Decision overhead expenses were exceeded; thespebkept the grant s percentage of total
expenses; the percentage of overhead expense8Wwd8s! Income from sale was lower than
the budgeted one; expenses on telephone andetine,Miscellanea® increased more than
twice. The publisher explained it by increased asps on stationery and maintenance. The
budgeted overhead expenses were exceeded by @3@d82s.

Conclusion: it is recommended to decrease overbgpenses and keep the approved budget.

Korene
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discrepancies in drawing from the grant, the lastalment of the grant for 2002 (47 250
crowns) was not paid to him.

Conclusion: the settlement of the grant and theitasbdowed the repeated serious
insufficiencies in drawing the grant from the StBiadget in spite of many reminders of the
provider. That is why Grant Selection Commissiorihg Ministry of Culture recommended
not to provide any grant for the issue of this peical.

4.5.8. Ukrainian minority
Porohy

The periodical is published four-times a yearUkrainian Initiative in the Czech Republic.
The grant in 2002 was 650 000 crowns (36 pageguaroed number 850 copies, one copy
sales price 20 crowns).

The periodical is focused on the activities of taainian minority in the Czech Republic
and all over the world. The grant s percentag®tail expenses was not kept because of low
income from sale. While in the Decision it was deti@ed to be 76,8%, according to the
account it was 83,10%. The precentage of overhepenses was 78,60% and the percentage
of unsold copies was 35%.

Conclusion: it is necessary for the publisher ty pétention to the marketability of his
periodical and keep the approved budget. If thé-yedr settlement of the grant does not
show out the decrease of overhead expenses, ib&itecommended to reduce the grant in
the 3rd and 4th quarters.
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5. The participation of the members of national miwrities in thge solution
of problems relating to them

5.1. State administration bodies

In Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the CzRelpublicthe issues of national
minorities fall within the province of Sub-Comm#tdor National Minorities of Petition
Committee which was re-established after parlians@ttions in 2002% Nevertheless, its
communication with the representatives of natiamalorities is minimal. InSenate of the
Parliament of the Czech Republicese issues fall within the province of Comneitfer
Human Rights, Science, Education and Culture.

The agenda of the president and his Office (hefi@ngPO") included in 2002 monitoring
the situation of national minorities in the CzeafpRblic, observing their rights, activities of
their organisations and their co-existence with riejority society. The president decorated
Milena Hubschmannova, the Roma scholar, with thedahdor sceientific results and
pedagogical activity and Karel Holomek, the Romaévdist, with the medal for gaining
recognition for the Czech Republic. He communicdtgther in personal or by means of the
workers of PO) with the representatives of natiomahorities and took part in cultural
activities and negotiations on the problems ofarati minorities (music or song festivals, the
openings of exhibitions, art works and new pubiaa) seminars and discussion fora. The
representatives of national minorities asked tresigent for aid or support, especially with
respect to the observance of rights of nationaloniies or protection from racism and
intolerance. In addition, the president disposedpglications for legal aid, consultancy and
even applications for pardon. The president ardettmployees of PO paid attention to the
explanation oh historical context, especially thenfa and Jewish Holocaust in Bohemia
within the project Phenomenon Holocaushitiated by Vaclav Havel. This long-term
comprehensive project is being developed in coatjpar with the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Foreign Affairsida non-governmental non-profit
orgnisations within the framework of the memberstiipthe Czech Republic in International
Task Force for Co-operation on Holocaust Educattememberance and Research. This co-
operation resulted in initiative to declare 27 Jayuhe Day of the Commemoration of the
Victims of Holocaust and Fight against Crimes agaktumanity.

Public Guardian of Right¢hereinafter ,Guardian“jeceived in 2002 5 422 complaints. Like
in the last year most complaintants were the aigzaf the Czech Republic; 126 of them were
foreigners. The Guardian started several procesdi@ither by himself or on the basis of the
notice of fieldworkers or the representatives ofrRoorganisations) concerning the housing
problem of Roma citizens in Brno, the social angaleprotection of children and social

benefits. In addition, he dealt in the problem ofmenunication with authorities in minority

languages. He found that a right stipulated bycfetB7, clause 4 of Charter of Rights and
Freedoms (,who declares that he does not speakgadge in which a trial is conducted has
right to an interpreter”) is not executed. Act NL711995 Coll. on State Welfare Benefits
stipulates that all trials on benefits are conduidte Czech language. The applicants for
benefits are people with low wages who can notrdffine trial in their mother tongue

because the authority asks them for covering exgsens an interpreter. As the problem of

“8) According to § 44, clause 1 of Act N. 90/1995 Coh the Rules of Order of Chamber of Deputieshef t
Parliament of the Czech Republic, Sub-Committee Kational Minorities of Petition Committee was
established by Resolution N.8/2002 from 7 Auguse Blub-Committee has 8 members; 5 deputies ardhaso
members of Petition Committee.



the use of mother tongue in the trial has not besolved (because of the absence of the
unambiguous definition of right to interpreting aexibenses on it), the Guardian decided to
give notice of it. On the basis of the complaintaoGerman citizen living on the territory of
the Czech Republic co-operation with the membersAesemblywas linked up. A
complaintant asked the employees of respective radirative authorities to communicate
with him in German language during the trial conasg his welfare benefits.

5.1.1 Government Council for National Minorities

After parliamentary elections in 2002 the compositof the Council changed. According to
the status of the Council the new government disaaists chairman (who was Deputy Prime
Minister and Chairman of Legislative Council of t@®vernment) and nominated Deputy
Prime Minister for Research and Development, HuRaghts and Human Resources Pavel
MareS. Other changes in the composition of the Cibuelated to the representatives of
public administration bodies (the Ministry of Firt@nand the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs) and the representatives of national mitiesi (Polish, Roma and Russian). The new
Council was nominated by Government Resolution 8041from 6 November 2002.The
chairman also nominated new vice-chairman Jarmd#é®va, the member of the Roma
national minority and the representative of nationimorities.

According to the Status the Council established tisobodies, i.e. Committee for Grant
Policy and Committee for Co-operation with LocaldaRegional Elected Authorities

(Government Resolution N. 8 from 5 March 2002).eAfhegotiations in the government
(Government Resolution N. 14 from 14 May) the aman of the Council nominated

chairpersons of these commitees: in case of Comenitir Grant Policy in addition to the

representatives of the Ministry of Culture, the Miry of Education, Youth and Sports, the
Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Labour a8dcial Affairs also the representatives of
individual national minorities, i.e. those onestthave their reprewsentatives in the Council
(the Committee has 15 members); in case of Comarivr Co-operation with Local and

Regional Elected Authorities the representativesegfional and local elected authorities
(i.,e.the members of councils that established wittheir competence committees for
nartional minorities) and the representatives divilual national minorities like in case of

Committe for Grant Policy (the Committee has 20 rners). The composition of Committe

for Co-operation with Local and Regional Electedthfarities was changed after local
elections because of their results.

The activity of the Council as such (agenda, the/iag of Committees, the competence of
the Secretaiat of the Council) is described inidetaReport of the Activity of the Council in
2002%" That is why we focus here only on activities hielate to concrete measures for
the assurance of conditions for the execution ef riights of national minorities, i.e. the
measures which relate to the implementation d@éstanority policy.

Further to Minority Act in 2002 an administratitask relating to state grant policy with
regard to the activities of the members of natiomathorities was fulfilled. Govrenment
Resolution n. 159 from 20 February approved thetdsh a government decree which
stipulated conditions and way of providing gramtenf the State Budget for the activities of
the members of national minorities and the suppbthe integration of the members of the
Roma community® This decree entered into force on 15 April 2002e Tmain non-

47 According to Government Decree N.175 from 20 Fabri2002 since 2003 all consultative bodies of the
government have been submitting reports of theiviac up till 31 May. These reports serve as infatian
documents for the members of the government.

“8) See Part 1.2. of this Report, pp.7.



legislative task of the Council in 2002 was subimiftReport on the Situation of National
Minorities in the Czech Republic in 200® the governmerdf As it was the first
comprehensive report on thesituation of nationaamties in the Czech Republic since 1995,
this document did not confine to the year 2000 ibu¢lated to the whole finctional period
1998 - 2002 (especially in cases of the fulfilmehiong-term tasks, i.e. the application of
principles determined by Framework Convention for Protection of National Minorities).
In 2002 the Council paid special attention to thhlebfem of creating the conditions for
education in the languages of national minorities.co-operation with the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports the issues concernireg determination of conditions for
education in the mother tongues of national miresitvere discussed within the framework
of the legislation of the new Education Act. Exagtiproblems, especially those in the system
of pre-school facilities and primary school withliBlo as a teaching language and the
education of Roma children are explained in détaihe second section of this Report.

The Council (especially its Committee for Granti®gl co-operates significantly with the

Ministry of Culture in organising grant competiti@ddings for the support of projects
focused on the preservation, development an prasemt of the cultures of national

minorities and projects focused on disseminating) r@ceiving information in the languages
of national minorities. Similar co-operation rei&t® the Ministry of Education, Youth and

Sports in the filed of the support of educatiorthe languages of national minorities and
multicultural upbringing.

In 2002 Council dealt in impulses to the improvetnehco-operation between the Czech
Television and national minorities. Neverthele$g management of the Czech Television
has not shown any interest in co-operation withonal minorities up till November 2002.
After consultations with the members of Counciltleé Czech Television which charged on
27 November 2002 its chairman with the initiatidnregotiations with the representatives of
national minorities the working group of the regmetatives of national minorities was
established as a consultative body of the PrograBineetor of the Czech Television.

In co-operation with Commission of the Council dfet Capital Prague the Council
participated significantly in the application of proposal to establiskhlouse of National
Minorities in Prague. The real property (i.e. a house in \ocelstreet 3 in Prague 2) was
transferred from former Fund of Children and YouPegpple to the capital Prague and the
chairman of the Council ensured earmarking 20 @D dyowns from the State Budget 2003
for the reconstruction of the building and the bBisament of the minority centre as an
investment grant for the capital Prague. To thisatfthe above item of the State Budget 2003
was approved. Co-operation between the CouncilRmadue Metropolitan Authority in the
implementation of the project will continue everthe future.

5.1.2. The ministry panels for national minorities

Further to the government decree on providing gréot the activities of national minorities
in 2002 the Ministry of Culture establisheédommission for Cultural Activities of the
Members of National MinoritieAlong with the consultative body for the issuegrohority
culture it is a consultative body of the first DgpwMinister. The task of this panel is to
monitor and evaluate the cultural needs of the neembf national minorities and examine
projects registrated for competitive biddings withthe above grant programme for the
support of the activities of the members of natianmorities living in the Czech Republic.
As opposed to the former consultative body the Cawion was extended with the

49 Government Resolution N. 600 from 12 June 2002.



representatives of further national minoritiesnkans that its members represent in addtition
to the Hungarian, German, Polish, Roma, Slovak Bikdainian minorities also Czech
citizens who are the members of Bulgarian, CroatiBathenian anf Greek national
minorities.

A similar commission whose members are the memloérs national minorities was
established in the Ministry od Education, Youth ahgorts asConsultative Body of the
Minister of Education, Youth and Sports for theiessof Minority Education.

5.2. Local and regional elected authorities

This section characterises minority policy in rempstatutory towns and communities in the
last year. This policy is based on the stands speetive local and regional elected
authorities, i.e. committees for national minoksti (hereinafter ,Committees”) or
commissions in the form of answers to questioh®@ddy the Secretariat of the Council.
Although these stands come directly from within lpubdministration, it is remarkable that
they do not reflect problems to which the represrdgs of national minorities refer (and in
many cases the members of these authorities thees3elin case of the Polish national
minority the problem relates to the position of @als with Polish as a teaching language or
efforts focused on establishing bilingual Czechidbolitles and enjoying large publicity in
regional press in &in Silesia from the beginning of 2003; in casdhef German national
minority the problem relates to the unwillingne$dazal and regional elected authorities in
the course of dealing with minority matters etcthrs context the representatives of national
minorities state that the communication with thgresentatives of these authorities within the
process of the transformation of public adminigtrats difficult.

The below text is elaborated on the basis of ctdkcdocuments; its content is not corrected,
only stylistically refined.

5.2.1. Regional councils

In 2002 the commitees for national minorities westablished in the regions of South
Moravia, Liberec, Moravia-Silesia and Usti nad Lmbén the latter neither the committee
nor the commission for the affairs of national mihes was established after local elections
in autumn 2002. The Council of the capital Pragstaldished Commission for the Affairs of
national Minorities because there are no legalaea for the establishment of a committee.

South-Moravian region

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
miorities

The legislation of the rights of the members ofiaral minorities seems to be sufficient.

According to the opinion of individual minoritie® msufficiencies are found in this respect.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

Grant policy is implemented on the basis of rules ffroviding grants approved by the
Council of the region. Last year finances were ted for individual cultural actitivies from
the budget of the region to all associations ofiomal minorities which submitted their
projects during the year. Total grants were 170 @@dvns although their requested amount
was 320 000 crowns (200 000 crownsMaseum of the Roma CultyurB0 000 toJewish
Community 30 000 td_ycée of the Greekand 20 000 t&Jnion of the Hungarians

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

This co-operation can be evaluated to be very gdbe. Committee entered into contacts
with the representatives of all national minoritiesthe region and acquainted with the



activity and problems of individual associations.ofganises common meetings with the
representatives of national minorities and its membparticipate in activities of the
associations of national minorities. In addition;aperation between the Committee and the
representatives of national minorities focused lba évaluation and recommendation of
projects for obtaining finances for their implenaian from the budget of the region. For
this year the common multiethnic meeting is planaéahg with the concert of national
minorities living in the region.

5. Opened issues (problems)

According to the opinion of the Committee and thpresentatives of national minorities open
problems of minority policy and the manifestatimigntolerance or racial discrimination do
not occur except rare cases of the Roma minoritth weéspect to communication with
authorities, looking for job, admittance to restmis and racial attacks.

Liberec region
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures rela@tiio the rights of the members of national
minorities
According to the legal regulation on associatios tembers of national minorities establish
unlimitedly their organisation - civil associatioméich act as non-governmental non-profit
organisations of national minorities. Due to thet fdnat within civil activities the minorities
establish various types of organisations which atecl a minority programme but do not
implement any activity in this respect, it is naispible to record the organisations of the
members of national minorities exactly. As for stgition and co-operation of the
associations of national minorities in the regionly the Roma and German minorities and
the Jewish community are active. There are gooditons for the unperturbed co-existence
of minorities with the majority society. The onlyaeption is the Roma minority which faces
traditional problems of education and socio-cultustandard. In addition, it faces
unemployment, drugs, discrimination and other prots resulting from the liberalisation and
democratisation of our society after 1989.

The Committee states that national minorities ibelkéc region represent the integrated
groups of inhabitants who have no problems witltexigtence with the majority population.
In this context they criticise the failure of effolo keep all Roma consultants in their
functions at District Offices and create them appiade conditions. According to the
Committee, Government Council for the Affairs oftldaal Minorities does not communicate
with district co-ordinators and has not relevaribimation about the actual situation of the
Roma in the Czech Republic; it criticises the sefgat conception of Roma integration which
does not result from the collective work of all jigg concerned.

In former districts consultative committees werdaklished and the Roma had their
representatives in them. The Committee considerfiéterogeneity of solutions of problems
within these bodies to be a mistake. The Roma thkms have ever considered these
committees to be purely formal. Most of minoritiésd their representatives in the
Commission for National Minorities of Liberec Mepalitan Authority. This commission
solved the problems of minorities and foreignersl anganised various exhibitions and
meetings for the members of national minorities.ti#d regional level the Roma have two
representatives (one regional co-ordinator andvemker in Social Committee). At present
~,communities with extended competence* are beinghém and it is presumed that they will
assume the function of consultative bodies (if eekd

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetavities of national minorities

The grant programm8upport of the Minorities and Programmes Improving Mutual Co-
existence between the Majority and Minority Socadproved by the Council of the Region



on 4 February 2003 243 000 crowns were earmarked(3. As for 2002, no projects and
grant programmes were mentioned. Grants will biesetl for the support of activities aimed
at the improvement of life in the region by meahspooviding organistaions and individuals
with not-repeated non-investment resources. Thessurces will be provided for an
individual approved activity as a part of the aauowf the regional budget for 2003.
Individual grant programmes are administered bypeesve departments of the Regional
Authority.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The Committee is not aware of close co-operatiormaforities and their organisations.
Nevertheless, they take part in common activifi@sexample cultural ones.

The German minority is the best organised one énrédgion. Its aim is the preservation the
German culture, traditions and dialects, teachirggn@n language, mutual understanding
with Czech fellow-citizens and the preservation arate of historical monuments. The

problem of the German minority is its dispersedisetent and the older age of its members.
The proposals and requirements of this minorityateelto cultural activities, newspapers,
information about education, preserving and devetpgphe knowledge of German language,
preserving the cultural heritage and co-operatiath \wwther non-governmental non-profit

organisations.

The activities of Jews are administered by Jewismmunity in Liberec. Its aim is to
contribute to the creation of sane multiculturalvienment, propagate Israel, explain
contemporary events and their circumstances, remeitiie Holocaust, bring up to racial
tolerance and in the spirit of judaism and teaclrele language. In addition, the Jewish
community asked the region to care of the Jewishetery, support the synagogue and
provide resources for its cultural activities.

Moravian-Silesian region
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relgtino the rights of the members of national
minorities
In accordance with 8§ 67 f) of Act N. 129/2000 Calh Regions, the Department of Culture
and Care of Monuments of Regional Authority estsdidd the function of a coordinator for
national minorities and the affairs of the Roma oamity. One of his essential tasks was to
find how the Roma consultants execute their fumctio local authorities within communities
with the extended competence and enter into cantatth them. The agenda of Roma
consultants of former district authorities was assd by the employees of the local
authorities of 13 communities with extended competewithin the region. These employees
work in the Department of Social Affairs or otheepartments of local authorities. The
funcion of a Roma consultant is mostly combinedhwather functions. As in some local
authorities of communities with extended competeheefunction of a Roma consultant has
not been established and the problem of the metualxistence of the Roma community and
the majority society necessitated increased attenitn these localities, the mayors of 9
communities with extended competence within thgiore where the activity of a Roma
consultant was not ensured were adressed to takectional measures according to Act
N. 320/2002 Coll. on the amendment or dissolutibsome acts because of the termination of
the activity of District athorities, i.e. Act N. 2/2001 Coll. on the Rights of the Members of
National Minorities. Nowadays all local authoritiesf communities with extended
competence within the region employ Roma consudtantpersons to whom a regional co-
ordinator can turn in case of necessary co-ordinati fulfilling an individual task.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minoities)



The regional council approved the announcemenh@fgrant programme for the support of
the activities of the members of national minositikving on its territory for 2003; the
Committee did not demonstrate the situation of 2002

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

Co-operation with the representatives of nationadomities in the region is very good. The
representatives of the Polish and Roma minoritiedlae members of Committee for national
Minorities of Regional Council® More efficient contact with the representativésational
minorities will be supported by the function of @ardinator for national minorities and the
affairs of the Roma community.

4. Open issues (problems)

One of open problems of national minorities livinghe region is the education of the Polish
national minority which is being solved by the Dep®ent of Education, Youth and Sports of
the Regional Authority. Another problem is the sbvdespecially housing) situation of the
members of the Roma community in some regionallitte® The task of a regional co-
ordinator for national minorities is inter alia tmalyse the social situation of the Roma
community in these localities and draw up thetdfits possible solution.

Capital Prague

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

Legislative measures relating the rights of the tvens of national minorities are based upon:

a) Act N. 273/2001 Coll. on the Rights of the Membei®ational Minorities, as amended;

b) Act n. 131/2000 Coll. on the Capital Prague;

c) Programme Resolution of the Council of the Captalgue for the electoral period 2002 -
2006 (Part X - Education, Youth and Sports)

d) Strategic Plan of the Capital Prague.

These legal documents are applied in ConceptigheoPolicy of the Capital Prague towards
National Minorities which was approved by the Caluraf the Capital Prague by its
Resolution N. 47/11 from 17 October 2002.

Non-legislative measures relating national minesitresult from long-term communication
and co-operation with their representatives and/iddal civil associations on the territory of

the capital Prague. Since the beginning of 199@geaco-operation has been developing with
national minorities whose representatives are dlegates of the Commission of the Council
of the Capital Prague for national Minorities onre tierritory of the Capital Prague

(hereinafter ,Commission®); in this context the maims of the policy of capital Prague
towards national minorities were specified:

a) to facilitate the integration of the members ofiovaal minorities in the social life of the
town;

b) to support equal attitude towards the members wbma minorities as the citizens of the
Czech Republic and the capital Prague;

%9 According to the results of the census in 2001ntst numerous national minority in the region is th
Slovak one. Nevertheless, the representativeseothvk minority in the Council announced that 8levaks
had no representative in the asbove Committee.



c) to ensure the activity of the Commission by meahsvluich the authorities guarantee

national minorities their participation in the &idife of the town>"

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

Grant policy is has been ensured by every-yeanéiah support of national minorities by
means ofMunicipal Programmes of the Support of the Actgtof National Minoritiesin
2002 3 000 000 crowns were earmarked from the ludfighe capital Prague. These
programmes consist in two thematic circle withinath

the civil associations of national minorities cawmbmit their projectsProgramme of the
Support of Cultural ActivitieandProgramme of the Support of Educational and Pubilica
Activities.

The results of the financial policy of the capiahgue with respect to national minorities are
as follows:

a) the support of the multicultural and intercultueativities of national minorities, i.e. the
festivals Prague - the Heart of Nations, Randezvous of Ceftand Khamoro World
Roma Festivalln addition to these largest cultural activitiesnational minorities many
partial ones are supported including those of tem&national minority;

b) the educational activity of national minoritiesdirced by the capital Prague focuses on
the presentation of national minorities by meanseahinars, conferences, exhibitions,
lectures etc. Thanks to the financial support ef¢hpital Prague also publication activity
is being developed significantly (since 1999 ur02 the associations of national
minorities have been issued about 50 publicatiohls® commission co-operates in this
field with experts and scientists from nationahaonities as well as with independent
ones. In 1996 - 2002 the activities of national anitres have been supported by 12 796
502 crowns. The budget for 2003 presumes that 30088crowns will be earmarked for
these purposes.

In 2002 the investment plan of the reconstructibrleuse of National Minoritiegvas drawn

up and sent on 20 December 2002 to the Ministiyim@nce as a source material for drawing
20 000 000 crowns, the amount approved by thergovent of the Czech Republic in 2002

for covering reconstruction expenses. In additiorthis sum the capital Prague earmarked
15 000 000 crowns for the above reconstruction af ms respective amount covering

expenses on the equipment and operation of thilgyac

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of the members of national minorities

Co-operation with the representatives and organisstof national minorities is ensured by
the Commission. For the purposes of its deeperiiegntayors of individual districts were

addressed and asked for information about therassel of communication with national

minorities on their territories. The mayors proddaformation about Commissions for

National Minorities in some quarters of the capi®abhgue and consultants for national
minoroties whose majority is represented by the &ames. Further communication with

municipal authorities will be deepened by plenayssons of the representatives of individual
quarters and the Commission. These plenary sesgiiinse attended by all representatives
of the civil associations of national minoritieshavwill have change to express their opinion
of the activity of the Commission, the policy o&thapital Prague towards national minorities
and its intentions.

4. Open issues (problems)

) See Conception of the Policy of the Capital Peagp. 16.



The open problems of the minority policy of the italpPrague are evaluated both during the
above activites, i.e. the plenary sessions of épeasentatives of individual quarters and civil
associations of national minorities, and by thévéds of the capital Prague and publications
that analyse the situation of national minoritiesits territory. Important contribution to this
evaluation is organising seminars and conferendgshwhave been taking place in Prague
since 1998. In 2002 their theme wWRalicy of Prague and Other Czech and European Towns
towards National Minorities.

5.2.2. The councils of statutory towns and metrid@olauthoritie®”
Brno

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities

After local elections in 2002 the council electé@ Committee consisting of 5 persons (2

members of the Council and 3 representatives abmalt minorities - Roma, Greek and

Slovak).

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

In 2002 national minorities and organisations whagalt in them received 690 000 crowns
from the budget of Brno for 21 projects submittgdlb organisations (inlcuding Roma ones).
Most of grants were provided for the rent of rooroeyering overhead expenses and
telephone charges, the purchase of stationerypghagithic documentation, copying, the print
of club magazines, financing trips and culturalfgpenances, work with children (leisure
activities). In addition, 10 000 crowns from thedget of Brno was provided to the
beneficiary associatiolan in Needor the 4th film festivalOne World.

The grant to the Roma Community in 2002 was pravidiso by Co-ordination Centre for
Prevention from Criminality within Brno Metropolii@Authority:

Spol&enstvi Roni na Mora¥ Spol&ng, ale diferencovah 72 tis. K
Armada spasy Dzivipen 25 tis. K&
DROM Verejny piistup k Internetu 30 tis. K
PETROV, olanské sdruzeni Vybaveni klubu néefa Zabrdovicich 133 tis. &
The Roma Community in Moravia Together but

with appropriate differentiation 72 000 crowns

Salvation Army DZivipen 25 000 crowns
DROM Public access to Internet 080 crowns
PETROQOV, the civil association The ipguent of the club

of the rectory in Zabrdovice 133 @dOwns

3. Co-operation with the representtives and orgaiens of the members of national minorities

In Brno there is traditionally good co-operatiortwihe organisations of national minorities.
The meetings of the chairpersons of individual arga@tions are included in the workplan of
the Committee for respective calendar year. In220@ round-table meeting was held in

52 Brno, Karvina, Liberec and Most were the only dtatyutowns which in 2002 established the Committee.



April. Its aim was the exchange of experience ofdtal organisations of national minorities,
the solution of actual problems (the procuremerd pface for meetings, grants for important
activities etc.) and participation in social adies (Catherine Ball of the Hungarians, Greek
Days, Week of the Bosnian Culture). Invitation tostmeeting received the Bulgarians,
Hungarians, German&érman Cultural Association - Brno Region, Germasdtiation for
Language and Culture - Brno, Cultural Associatioh ®@erman Citizens in the Czech
Republic), Poles, Roma, Ruthenians, Russians, Greeks, Slogakghern Slavs and the
representatives of the Jewish community. In Mai@d22Bolek Polivka Theatre organised the
2nd minority culture festivalWe Live in One Towmwhere almost all national minorities in
Brno took part with dancing and singing performamnce

4. Open issues (problems)

The representatives of the associations of the Wiana are still interested in work in the
Brno Committee, especially Moravian and Silesian Information CentireBrno-LiSei.

Karvina

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

According to the Committee the evaluation of them can not be sufficient. The reason is

that the Committee does not get important documeeltsting to acts and measures in

advance. In addition, it suffers from the lack gperts in this field.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

nazev subjektu

Financovani  pravnich subjekfi - zakladni Skoly:

- polska ZS L.Olszaka K& 1+ispivek na provoz

- polska ZS L.Olszaka K& 1- dotace statniho rénpo

- polska ZS G. Morcinka Karvina Novédsto et provozu MS (1 subjekt) ffspivek na provoz

- polska ZS G. Morcinka Karvina Novédsto - dotace statniho rozfia

- ZS ul. Druzby - komplexni zlepSeni wil/ani romské populace - dotace ze SR

Z finané&nich prostitedki - piispévek na kulturu:

- SdruZeni Rérin Severni Moravy

Z finanénich prostitedki - celonmgstské akce:

- Uhrada naklailna vystoupeni zajmovych souborarodnostnich mensin v Polsku

Z Uéelovych finanénich prostredki - statniho rozpditu:

- Obktanské sdruzeni RanSeverni Moravy na vystavbu komunitniho centra

Prostiednictvim Regionalni knihovny Karvina:

- zprostedkovani knizni kultury pro @lny polské a slovenské mensiny - dotace ze SR

Prostrednictvim odboru socialnich ¥ci a zdravotnictvi:

- prispivek na ozdravny pobyt vaigkychCechi

Z U¢elového fondu primatora mésta:

- pévecky sbor

Z Uéelového fondu kultury:

- Obec Slovak

- Svazcesko-slovensko-polskéhagielstvi

- MS PZKO Karvina Frystat

- MS PZKO Karvind Nové Nisto

- hlavni vybor PZKO

- pévecky soubor Przyja

- MS PZKO Karvina Raj

- pévecky soubor Pwiek

- Matice Skolni polské ZS Karvina Novéghto

- polska ZS Karvina- Nové ksto

- MS PZKO Karvina 4




- ObecReki

- hlavni vybor PZKO

- MS PZKO Karvina - Darkov

Z Uéelového fondu volnéhatasu dti:

- polska ZS Karvina - Frystat

- polské ZS Karvina - Nové kéto

- romské obanské sdruzeni kho-Lav

- romské obanské sdruzenidi jedné planety

- Demokraticka aliance RairCR - ZO Karvina

Z Uc¢elovych prost¥edka uréenych na prevenci kriminality:

- Obcanské sdruzeni Rantseverni Moravy

Z U¢&elového fondu Zivotniho prostedi:

- SPS - Technikum Przemyslove

Celkem uvolnéno prostiednictvim rozpottu statutarnino mésta Karviné v roce 2002

z toho kryto: dotaci ze statniho rozpo I7 069 900,- K

z vlastnich zdrdj mésta 3761 800,-K

the nametlo¢ subject graim crowns

The financing of legal persons - primary schools

L.Olszak Polish Primary School - Karvind 1 - a ciinition to operation 1192 000
L.Olszak Polish Primary School - Karvina 1 - a grfasom the State Budget 4 320 900
G.Morcinek Polish Primary School - Karvina Nové&dtb

including Kindergarten (1 legal person) - a conttibn to operation 1 502 000
G.Morcinek Polish Primary School - Karvina novéstb

- a grant from the State Budget 5515 000
Primary School, Druzby street - the complete improent of the education

of the Roma population - a grant from the Stated#ud 184 000

A contribution to culture from financial means
Association of the Roma of Northern Moravia 200 000

A contribution to whole-town activities from financial means
Covering the expenses on the performances of thieyhgroups
of national minorities in Poland 33 000

A contribution from specific financial means of the State Budget
Civil Association of the Roma of Northern Moravia

for the construction of Community Centre 7 000000

A contribution by means of Regional Library Karvina



books for the members of the Polish and Slovak ritine
- a grant from the State Budget

A contribution by means of the Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Health
a contribution to the stay of the Volhynia Czeaha isanatorium

A contribution from the specific fund of the Mayor of Brno
a contribution to the choir

A contribution from the specific cultural fund
Slovak Community

Union of Czech-Slovak-Polish Friendship
MS PZKO Karvina-Frystéat

MS PZKO Karvina-Nové Nisto

PZKO Main Committee

Pryjazn Choir

MS PZKO Karvina-Raj

Dzwiek Choir

Polish Primary School Foundation Karvina.Novéstb
Polish Primary School Karvina-Novédsto
MS PZKO Karvina 4

Greek Community

PZKO Main Committee

MS PZKO Karvina-Darkov

A contribution from the Specific Children Leisure Fund
Polish Primary School Karvina-Frystat

Polish Primary School Karvina-Novédsto

Lacho Lav, the Roma civil association

Children of One Planet, the Roma civil association
Roma Democratic Alliance in the Czech Republic

- basic organisation Karvina

A contribution from the specific financial means
for the prevention from criminality
Civil Association of the Roma of Northern Moravia

A contribution from the Specific Environment Fund
Technical College - Technikum Przemyslowe

50 000

3 000

20 000

20 000
3 000
30 000
28 000
60 000
30 000
10 000
25000
50 000
8 000
60 000
30 000
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Total financial means earmarked from the budget

of the statutory town Karvina in 2002 20 831070
expenses covered from the State Budget 17 069 900

expenses covered from the financial means of tha t8 761 800

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

Co-operation between the town and the represeattiv individual national minorities is

good. Regional Community of the Slovaks, AssociatiorhefGreek Communities Karvina
and the Polish national minority participate adiiven the solution of the problems of
national minorities on the territory of the towrspecially in the field of culture, educational
system and education as such. The problem consistommunication with the Roma
community. There are several various associatidnBomna organisations in the town but
they do not co-operate. The attendance of the septative of the Roma national minority at
the Committee s meetings is almost none. Thathg the Committee has no detailed
information about the situation in this community.this field hard work with this minority

which the Committee likes to engage in its actxgtiies ahead the self-government bodies.

4. Open issues (problems)
These issues are continually discussed at the mgsetif the Committee.

Most

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

These measures are sufficent. Most of the memUeanatmnal minorities know their rights

completely and their consultants help to exerdigent The Committee finds certain problem

in the fact that some members of national minaitido live in a troublefree way with the

majority and accept its scale of values considaresadvantaging measures to be humiliating

because they want to be rated as the others.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

This support is increasing. The grants are providedhe operation oHouse of the Roma
Culture (the symbolic rental 1 crown a year), the operatbiBwt, the Roma cultural and
educational centre, the rent of the hall and thecymement of an orchestra fBall of the
Roma in Mostthe support oRomfestwhich is organised all over the counttiie cycle of
trips of Roma children under the titl®gth to Knowledge®, the support of leisure activites
from the project of the prevention from criminalépd learning trips for adults.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsation sof the members of national minorities

Co-operation all organisations of the Roma, D&ivas, Association of the Roma in Most,
Lacho Drom,the Roma civil association etc. Although the comnmmaetings with the
representatives of all these organisations somsetoaa be counterproductive, the consensus
of opinion is achieved each time.

4. Open issues (problems)

The society takes care of the minorities withowirtliesponsibility for own affairs. It often

leads to irresponsibility and loss of motivation. dpite of all forms of support (projects,
financial aid, consultancy), the part of the mihoffeels to be expelled from the society. In
the Committee “s opinion the main problems consish language barrier (a Roma child
attending a primary school undestands every thioddvof his teacher), the low standard of
education of the Roma community as a whole, thé&dumnpossibility of the Roma to assert



themselves (a Roma child finishing compulsory etlanamust register himself at a Labour
Office; thus a Roma family has higher income tharcase that a child enters a secondary
school or an apprentice training centre; this fegults in decreasing employment), the
problem of attendance at work due to the differgyle of life, the lack of financial means
and criminality.

5.2.3. Local councils

29 local councils (most of which are situated i8Sifi region® established in 2002
Committees for national Minorities.

Albrechtice
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities
Legislative measures are not specified. From am@igl citizens of the community 957
persons declared their membership in the Polish,ii%he Slovak, 36 in the Moravian 30 in
the Silesian and 2 in the German minority. Theyanrbanised minority is the Polish one. It
organises many social and cultural activities argpabes of its own educational system.
There are one primary school and one kindergartdnRwolish as a teaching language within
the community. In the school-year 2002/2003 thel&rgarten was attended by 20 children
and the primary school by 17 pupils. For the sclyaalr 2003/2004 11 children are entered in
the first grade. Teaching runs in two claasses fon#st - 3rd grade, one for 4th - 5th grade).
The school has its recreation room. AssociatiofPafents and Friends of School organises
many activities within the school foundatidacierz Szkolndooth for children and parents.
Co-operation between the community and the schamobe evaluated as very good.

The largest social organisation is PZKO (in 2002céiebrated 55th anniversary of its
foundation) which has about 500 members. Withirs thiganisation many ensembles are
active, especially the mixed-voice choir (25 merspeavhich has long-term tradition and the
theatredDropsikandDrops. The community supports their activity by 5 000 cnewer year.
Very good job is also done by the dancing and mesgemble. The organisation itself does
not enterprise. Expenses on its operation nd maaniee (about 100 000 crowns a year) are
covered with membership fees and the lease ofréa tor organising family celebrations,
conferences etc.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

From the local budget 8 000 crowns are earmarkedyeyear for the prevention of drugs at
the school with Polish as a teaching language; ¢benmunity contributed to the
reconstruction oPZKO Housewith 30 000 crowns. In addition, it supports thé\aty of the
theatreDrop andDropsikwith 5 000 crowns a year.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The Committee evaluates the co-operation of thenwanity and Committee for National
Minorities with the representatives of national arities as very good. It is regular contact
with the promary school with Polish as a teacHamgguage and solves the problems of this
school along with the its director. The chairmanhe&f School Foundation is a member of the
Committee. The chairman of the Committee is a mermabthe Committee of PZKO.

%9 To the closing date of this text no source materielse been submitted by followingpmmunities:
Bruzovice, Bukovec(esky T&Sin, Horni Lomnda, KadgReka, Smilovice, $tteZ and Tinec.



Most of the buildings of public administrationi.e. the buildings of the Local Authority,
Health Centre, Supermarket etc. - dispose of hikginscriptions. According to the
Committee there are no problems concerning thetigeminority language in public.

4. Open issues (problems)

One of actual problems consists in the use of dmlignames of communities, streets etc. in
TéSin region. Thee Committee does not consider fingnthe solution of the problem of
bilingual names from their budgets to be approgridihe situation should contribute to the
improvement of the co-existence of national minesitwith the majority society. It is almost
unquestioned that the majority society will have heart for the fact that the community
spends much money for example for the introduabibtihe bilingual names of streets. If it is
not possible for the state to finance this projediy, the Committee will recommend the
community to prefer focusing on the preservationnohority education system and the
support of the culture of national minorities.

The Committe would appreciate the decrease of trenrof the number of pupils on one
teacher to the ration 10/1. It seems that thehiegaof all 5 grades in one class is not quality
enough and it would not lead to expected resulifotigh financing the minority educational
system is expensive, the state should not grudtiesmespect.

Bocanovice

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

Legislative measures taken by the community areahatariance with the state legislation

concerning the rights of the members of nationalamiies.. The council has 7 members and

2 of them are the members of the Polish nationalonity. After the census the community

has 428 inhabitants. The membership in the Poletiomal minority is declared by 132

persons (30,8%), the Slovak by 4 ones (1,1%). Tomnounity has one Czech-Polish

bilingual primary school.

The Poles are organised in PZKO which has 101 membbéey organise cultural activities

(theatre performances, foklore festivals, annivéesa parties, balls, trips etc.). The Union

disposes of the culture centre which is utilisedoaby other organisations and private

persons. The community contributes to the maintemaof this building by respective

amounts according to its possibilities.

2. Grant policy (the support ofprojects for the agties of national minorities)

Grant policy is not specified.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

Co-operation with PZKO is good without serious césas.
4. Open issues (problems)
No problems exist in relations between the membEnstional minorities and other citizens.

Bystrice
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities

As to the evaluation of legislative problems, ire tGommittee s opinion the biggest
insufficiency of existing legislation is the fattat although the laws guarantee certain rights
to the members of national minorities, they musnply with many additional conditions
which dely or complicate the solution of those peots. If the legislation was based on the
presumption that the laws guaranteed those rightshé¢ members of national minorities



directly, it would indoubtedly make them feel thhey would not claim their rights which
should have been under normal circumstances amofiteurse.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

The Committe has not succeeded yet in obtainingtiwed of the community on the support
of the activities of national minorities in con@etumbers which would result in an objective
information. The Local Authority itself does not gs@ss any initiative, but it is ready to
satisfy requirements and solve problems. In additibcontributes every year to the activity
of Polish folklore ensembles which work at the shaith Polish as a teaching language or
in PZKO and finances the operation, maintenangegirg, renovation and reconstruction of
the primary school and the kindergarten with Poisha teaching language. The community
provided the local association of PZKO with a piexfeland adjacent to the building of
PZKO.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

This co-operation is evident in the everyday lifalee community (the repreentatives of the
community are invited to the meetings of organ@saiand their cultural activities and co-
operate with the managements of schools).The Cde®ni not aware of other organisations
than Polish ones.

4. Open issues (problems)

The contemporary minority policy of the communithosld be more transparent and
propagate the activities of national minoritiesonder to give our fellow-citizens information
about events in the region. The Committee intemtsuggest at the next session of the local
council the optional lessons of Polish language ordy for the pupils of Czech primary
schools but also for citizens who would be intexdsin them, their larger propagation in
Polish in local mass media (teletext in local TVcdl information service, bilingual
congratulations on important anniversaries, comr@arch-Polish cultural activities which
would contribute to the mutual understanding of @@zand Polish citizens etc.). The solution
of the problem of bilingual inscriptions and nanvésose utilisation has been supported by
other communities will enjoy priority over othesiges.

Doubrava

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The territory of the community is settled with tiRolish, Roma and Slovak national

minorities. The most numerous minority is the Roliene. This minority has its own

organisation - PZKO - whose seat has been situatdte former school up till 2002. As the

building was demolished for the purposes of minihig, Local Authority offered the above

organisation to utilise the premises of previoustjbnal House". Other national minorities

do not implement any activity by means of theiroasstions.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

The council of the community has ever approved application of an organisation of

respective national minority for financial support.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of national minorities

The co-existence of national minorities in the camity has ever been free of conflict and
cooperation with the representatives of nationahamiies has ever been good. Every
application of any national minority for the appeovent of a cultural activitity bound by

meeting contractual terms and conditions has exen llisposed for bipartite satisfaction.

4. Open issues (problems)
They have not been mentioned.



Horni Sucha

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The most numerous national minority in the commuare the Poles (23,2% according to the

census in 2001). Other important minority is repreésd by the Slovaks (4,6%). Within the

last census 1,0% of inhabitants of the communitfaded their membership in the Moravian

ethnicity; other ethnicities are represented foawlly. Only 4 citizens (0,1%) declared their

membership in the Roma national minority, althoughact the Roma community is more

numerous.

There is a primary school and a kindergarten wittisR as a teaching language in the
community. The parents of pupils are associatddanierz SzkolnaPolish young people are
associated iHarcerstwieand elederly people in PZKO which has various haoiptoyips - for
example those of singing, folklore and modern danSenior Club etc. In addition, the local
organisation of the political moveme@bexistentia -Wspolnotavhose members regularly
apply for a mandate in local council elections ¢eirl990 they have been working in this
body) is registered there.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of the members of national minority)

The grant policy of the community for the suppdrtite activities of national minorities is
implemented on the basis of the approval of coatidms from the local budget to
organisations which have submitted their projeotslying with approved criteria.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The mutual co-operation of the citizens of the camity, i.e. both the relation of the
majority society to minorities and the mutual relas of the members of the minorities, is
reflected above all in the fact that every citizeas free access to all cultural, sportive or
social activities (balls, performances for childeerd young people, performances of various
ensembles, jubilees etc.) regardless his membeirskipninority or ethnicity. It can be stated
with satisfaction that this principle is not onlyrinal, but it has been applied for a long time.
The chairman of RomaDemocratic Alliancein the community was asked to extend the
activities of this association - which have beenfe®d to organising soccer matches and
tournaments - to the larger part of the Roma mipofihe varied offer of cultural and social
actitivies based on Roma folklore traditions woandil mainly children and young people.

4. Open issues (problems)

The Committee suggests to extend the scale ofgha sues of state minority policy in this
region with the problem of the processing of infation about the ethnic development in
TéSin Silesia in 19th and 20th centuries. This histbranalyses which is to be a part of the
syllabus of all primary schools would be a booneesgly now when the Czech Republic is
being integrated to Europe and in this contextag hoth right and duty to present its identity
and cultural specificity.

Hradek

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities

Due to the legislative changes of the educatioystesn the kindergarterP(zedszkolgin the

community was merged in one legal person with timagry school with Polish as a teaching

language. All public free spaces and buildings @fal authorities are marked in both

languages (in accordance with Act N. 128/2000 Coll.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)



The Polish minority in Hradek is organised in tbedl association of PZKO which is very
active in the field of culture, sport and the prgagon of minority traditions. The Local
Authority tries to support its activity by finantimeans.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The Polish minority participates actively in théwsmn of public problems of the community.
As the members of Polish minority are both the memmlof local councils and co-organisers
of large cultural, sportive and social activitiesthe community, it is not presumable that
their contribution to the promotion of the commyntould be ignored.

4. Open issues (problems)

The problem of the acknowledgement of the validitydiplomas of the Polish citizens who
graduated at Polish universities has not beenvedaglet.

Chotébuz

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
miorities

Recently the Parliament of the Czech Republic agmianany laws relating to the life of

minorities. The Committee states that the officatrall levels must be liable to exact rules,

otherwise the life of minority will depend on theirbitrariness. It is difficult now is to apply

§ 29, clause 2 of Act N. 128/2000 Coll. as amende@nd if at least 40% of adult citizens of

the community who declare their membership in thgional minority ask for it in the

petititon...”):

a) who and how will determine by the letter of law thercentage of the members of a
national minority in order that the petition wiklvalid;

b) if the census determines the percentage of a r@tiomority in the community, how the
Act on the Protection of Personal Data will be aobed in order that data on its members
will not be publicised?

According to the Committee it is humiliating foretlPolish minority to collect the signatures
on ther petition.

Even more difficult can be the application of §&0Act N. 128/200 Coll. saying that ,,....the
marking of streets and other public free spaces lvélfinanced by the community.* The
community has the limited budget and even the mesniiethe Polish minority in the council
will hesitate between the application of bilinguafinciple and - for example - ,the
reconstruction of a destroyed bridge®. The comnuiias not a school with Polish as a
teaching language and that is why the Committes dot express its opinion with respect to
the application of Education Act and the interptietaof exceptions relating to the number of
pupils.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

The community does not support directly the prgectd activities of national minorities, but
within its budget and on the basis of written aqgtiions it tries to satisfy the requirements of
all local organisations. It must be said that ttwish minority is well organised and its
associations are very active. This fact has ataobal impact on financing its round-the-year
activity.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

) See Appendix N.7.



The Polish minority participates actively in thdwimn of the community “s problems. The
Poles are the members of the local council and Pallish organisations have their
representatives in the Committee. It can be satldb-operation is good.

4. Open issues (problems)

It is clear from the experience of the Committeat ttome individuals infringe purposefully
existing laws and try to discriminate the memberghe Polish minority. Come clerks of
Municipal and Local Authorities deal with callousse with the elderly Polish citizens who
do not speak Czech. Some ministries do not ackrugelé¢he validity of university diplomas
of Polish citizens who graduated at universitie®atand. In addition, these people must not
use their degrees in the Czech Republic and cafintbjob in their professions. The Czech
Republic should ratify Charter of Regional or MiitplLanguages as soon as possible.

Jablunkov

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The Polish minority has 1 228 members , the Sldv2k members, the Silesian 91 members,

the Moravian 31 members and the German 4 members.

The only organised minority is the Polish one. Tineémbers are organised in the local group
of PZKO andMacierz Szkolnavithin the primary school and the kindergarten viblish as

a teaching language. There is one primary schabl Ralish as a teaching language (1st - 9th
grade, 293 pupils in the school-year 2002/2003) and kindergarten with Polish as a
teaching language (46 pupils).

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)

MS PZKO organises every year various cultural aadiad activities The largest one is
Gorolski Swietato which the town contributes with 30 000 crownagnirits budget. Some
other activities of more limited extent are finatd®y the town by means of grants.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgaiens of the members of national minorities

The members of the Committee for the Polish Miyoaite also the members of MS PZKO
and Macierz SzkolnaThus co-operation between the town and the natiomabrity is
ensured.

4. Opern issues (problems)

The co-existence of the majority society and thaariiies is good. Nevertheless, there are
still some problems which the Committee intentsdtve continually.

Komorni Lhotka

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures rel@tiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The percentages of individual minorities in the position of inhabitants of the community

is as follows. the Polish minority 21,4%, the Slovainority 2,3 %, the silesian minority

1,5%, others and not-identified minorities 1,9%

The community is a promoter of T.G.Masaryk Prim&ghool attended by the pupils of 1st -
5th grade and the kindergarten Predszkole. Theapyirmchool with Polish as a teaching
language is situated in the adjacent community rfkognd attended by pupils of 1st - 9th
grade. Financing both schools is ensured.



The largest national minority in the community he tPolish one which participates actively
in the solution of the problems of local policy gmablic affairs. The members of the Polish
minority have their representatives in the localiraol. They co-organise many cultural,
sportive and spocial activities in the communégpecially within MS PZKO. The minority
finances its activities from obtained resources.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)
The community does not provide any grant from itddet.
3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

Other minorities do not implement any organisedvagton the territory of the community.
Nevertheless, there is a favourable atmospherthétrouble-free use of respective minority
language in the communication with the Local AuityorNotice boards on the building of
the Local Authority and the Local Library are bdiuml (Czech-Polish). Regional press
(Czech, Polish) regularly informs about eventhien¢community.

4. Open issues (problems)

The above facts about the situation of nationalomiies in the community can be an
example of the positive development of mutual cistexce of the members of various
minorities and ethnic groups on the territory ¢8ih Silesia.

KosSariska

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

Legislative measures are not mentioned. The Pablsional minority represents 38,6% of the

total number of inhabitants of the community. Th@leB have their representatives in the

local council.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)

Grant policy is not mentioned.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The co-existence of minorities with other citizésisery good and trouble-free. The rights of
the members of national minorities are not infrilhg®lost of the Poles are the members of
the local organisation of PZKO which co-operatessely with the community and the
primary school with Polish as a teaching language.

4. Open issues (problems)

One of open issues which should be evaluated iprihielem of the local school with Polish
as a teaching language. On the basis of the opiofotihe officers of Moravian-Silesian
Regional Authority (Department of Education, Yoathd Sports) it is recommended to merge
1st - 5th grade into one class or to transfer tn@l of 4th and 5th grades to the school in
Bystice.
Milikov
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities
The exercise of the rights of the members of natianinorities is based on Ivalid legal
regulations. Nowadays one of the problems resalnfthe application of 8 29, clause 2 of
Act N. 128/2000 Coll. on Communities, as amendeging : ,....and if at least 40% of adult
citizens of the community who declare their membigrén the national minority ask for in in
the petition“. It is not evident who and how wiktgrmine by the letter of law the percentage
of citizens of the national minority in order thithe petition will be valid. Other problem is
whether the census determines the percentage aig¢h#ers of a national minority and how



Act on the Protection of Personal Data will be otsd in order that the data of a member of
a national minority will not be publicised. Morerigis impact in case of the infringement of
Act N. 273/2001 Coll. , 849, clauses 1 d) and & tiee application of 8§ 30 of Act N.
128/2000 Coll. saying that ,the marking of streatsd other public free spaces will be
financed by the community“. The cuncils with lindteudgets and the majority representation
of the Czechs dedice by resolution democraticdlbt the draft of the petition can not be
applied for financial reasons.

The application of this Act leads to conflicts beem the minorities and the minority society.
That is why the Committee suggests the amendmerthisfAct in order that bilingual
inscriptions will be applied automatically on thasis of the decision of local councils in such
communities where the percentage of the membdrsed?Polish minority exceeds 10%.

Other serious problems consist in the applicatibRducation Act and the interpretation of
exceptions relating to the number of pupils. Withhe rationalisation of expenses on
minority educational facilities the communities gerthem into one building without the
assurance of the appropriate transport of pupilsth kespect to financing there is a
permanent conflict between communities without migo educational facilities and

communities which have them and place them at idmodal of minority pupils.

With respect to non-legislative measures it is ssas/ to point out the lack of education
relating to both local clerks and regional authesit ministries and central authorities. At
local level this fact is reflected above all in @hicles which omit the activities of national
minorities, their associations and ensembles. Thergecords that misrepresent the history
and culture of the Polish minority. In addition,cept some cases the atmosphere for the
conflict-free use of minority language in communica with authorities is not favourable.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

The evaluation of the grant policy of the commynitth respect to the income items of its
budget is difficult. It must be said that the Polisational minority is well organised in MS

PZKO andAssociation of Parents and Friends of Schadbis fact influences substantially on

financing its activities. While MS PZKO Milikov deenot apply for any grant, the budgets of
Firemen OrganisatiomndSportive Clulprovide for them in accordance with law.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

The Polish minority participates actively in théutmn of public problems in the community.
Its members are both the members of local courail$ co-organisers of many cultural,
sportive and social activities of the community.u$hit is not prosumable that their
contribution to the promotion of the community wibht be respected.

4. Open issues (problems)

According to Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the @zBepublicexisting
xenophobia and intolerance do not result from #wst stand of individual persons but the
practice of institutions which discriminate othéhréc groups against the Czechs. As other
forms of discrimination do not occur, this oneustjtied as the natural consequence of social
and economic disadvantages of a minority. Accordm¢he above Report ,masking” is the
most dangerous expression of institutional intaleea Therefore it is necesary for majority
schools to apply education on the conceptions ammkiples of human rights and the
multicultural upbringing of children and young pémpDifferences in the knowledge of the
issues of humanity and democracy between youngl@edphe majority society and national
minorities are evident.

Other key document which determines European stdadaith respect to the rights of
national minorities isEuropean Charter of Regional or Minority Languag#githout its



ratification it is not possible to apply sufficignta constitutional principle which ensures
national minorities the right to use their mothmrgue in communication with authorities.

Mosty u Jablunkova

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The only active minority in the community is theliBlo one. The lengthy process of the

ratification ofEuropean Charter of Regional or Minority Languagegvaluated negatively.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)

The community supports the projects of the assioais of national minorities in the field of
sport and culture according to generally validecid.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of national minorities

The members of national minorities have their repn¢atives in elected bodies of the
community; co-operation with the representativethefcommunity is good.

4. Open issues (problems)

Open issues relating to national minorities arecudised in public without any serious
comments of their representatives.

Navsi

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

No larger minority is registered in the communitithathe exception of the Polish one. This

minority has its own local organisation - PZKO dahe women choiMelodia.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)

The community regularly supports both organisatiansording to its possibilities and on
request. In return, both organisations contributethte enrichment of cultural life in the
community.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities
See above.
4 Open issues (problems)

Up till now no conflicts concerning common co-egiste have been registered. Most of open
issues relating to the national minority are solgedtinually in the local council.

Nydek
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

See the statement of Milikov.
2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

It is difficult to evaluate the grant policy of ttemmunity with respect to the income items
of its budget. The Polish minority is well orgaeds This fact influences financing its
activities.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities
See the statement of Milikov.

4. Open issues (problems)

See the statements of Milikov and Giimiz.



The community points out the circular of an unnarde@éctor of one primary school in a
small piedmont village where he banned his empleyeecommunicate in other than Czech
language under threat of their dismissal. In anothitage a community mayor announced
that he would liqgudate the Poles and his furthepsti.e. the liquidation of Polish classes and
pressure on PZKO, proved his announcement.

Also the problem of the stand of some officers afistries on the acknowledgement of the
validity of university diplomas is still unresolvedhis problem relates to the members of the
Polish minority who graduated at Polish universiti#hey are not allowed to utilise their
degrees in the Czech Republic and it is difficoltthem to find a job corresponding their
profession. The persons whose diplomas are ackdgeteand who apply for the registration
of their degrees in personal documents have tof@skhe additional certification of their
professional competence (according to ResolutiothefMinistry of Education, Youth and
Sports N. 14500/2000/20). This is at variance Witnvention on the Acknowledgement of
Professional Competence from 11 April 1997.

In the Committee “s opinion the amendment of tlmddtution (by the adoption of Act
N. 359/2001 Coll. amending Act of the Czech Natlo@ouncil N. 1/1993 Caoll.
(Constitution of the Czech Republic) which enterg® force on 1 July 2002) specifies the
relation of the state to international laws ande&elaws to international ones to the effect
that the Constitution does not attribute to intéoral agreements on human rights and
freedoms their privileged position and does notfgeréghem over law. It is not clear how
national minorities can defend their right to cepending position in the society.

Ropice

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relafirio the rights of the members of national
minorities

On 5 January 2001 the participants of the sessidheocouncil of this community which

became independent in 2000 established the Conemittieere the Polish and Slovak

minorities had their representatives. Accordinghe results of the census these minorities

represent 28,9% (the Polish minority) and 3% (thev&k one) of the total number of the

inhabitants of the community. There is one pringgfiool and two kindergartens with Polish

as a teaching language. The community is prepdhaddilingual book about its history. In

addition, it administers the library where both €zand Polish books are deposited.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities

The community provides financial support for thethaties of minorities and their

organisations, for exampKazd Gwiazdzistgnd the local PZKO.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

This co-operation is not mentioned.

4. Open issues (problems)

No minority problems which necessitate solutionuvan the community; the new Committee

will focus on the application of bilingual namefor example at the Local Authority and the
school.

Stonava

%) This is the evident misunderstanding of Act N. 205/ coll. whose Article 10 determines explicitfyat
international agreements whose ratification is aped by the Parliament and which are binding ®®@zech
Republic are a part of the legal order. If a primrisof an international agreement differs from tbidaw, the
international agreement is applied.



1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

Both legislative and non-legislative measures ca\mluates as respecting the rights of the

members of national minorities. Regardless theslagon and in the interests of its good co-

existence with the Polish minority the communitys lieeen creating the Poles conditions for

their cultural, social and leisure activities. lddéion, it provides financial contributions to

the development of the minority educational system.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadties of national minorities)
The community provides regular support from its dpetd for the activities of hobby

associations (choirs, scouting organisations eit.addition, it co-finances minority schools
including one kindergarten.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities
Co-operation with the representatives of the oiggtions of national minorities is very good.
4. Open issues (problems)

The atmosphere for national minorities in the comityuis good, co-operation between the
community and the representatives of the orgawisatof the members of national minorities
is free of problems. Their rights to the developmen their culture, receiving and
disseminating information in their mother tongussaciation in minority organisations,
education in Polish and participation in the santof their problems are respected. Some
names of the buildings of state administration bsdire bilingual.

Tranovice

1. Legislativce and non-legislative measures ralgtito the rights of the members of national
minorities

Legislative measures are sufficient.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)

The community supports public activities includihgse of the Polish minority associated in
PZKO.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of the members of national minorities

The representatives and organisations of nationalonities are active in the field of
education, culture, community press and the sdit@gabd the community.

4. Open issues (problems)
The problem is how to finance minority educatiae.(the increase of expenses per pupil).

Vejprty

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relgfiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

During the census 2001 11,3% of citizens decldned tnembership in the German minority;

in addition, 4,9% of them declared their membershithe Slovak, 1,8% in the Vietnamese

and 1,7% in the Roma minorities. For this reasoa fibcal council established on 18

December 2002 the Committee (which consisted ofethCzech representatives and six

members of the German, Roma and Slovak minorities).

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)

As the Committee “s existence is short, the dabatabare not mentioned.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of the members of national minorities



The town registers the long-term activity@dlltural Association of the Germaasd the new
civil associationsSavore Roma KepeskadAssociation of the Citizens for the Support of the
Development of Child Personaligstablished on the basis of the initiative of teeggogues
of Specialised and Practical School Vejprty.

4. Open issues (problems)

From among open issues the lack of finances, higimployment (20%) and the weak social
and economic position of the members of the Romantonity can be mentioned.

Vélopoli

1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities

The community is one of the smallest communitietha Czech Republic with respect to its

area and the number of inhabitants. Nowadays i2B&snhabitants (39 of them declare their

membership in the Polish and one in the Slovak rity)jo There is no school there and

children attend schools in neighbouring communitied towns. Due to the specific character

of the community is has not been necessary to ¢alevaluate any measure relating to the

rights of the members of national minorities.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetadgties of national minorities)

The only hobby organisation which associate alizeits is Czech Union of Amateur
Gardeners As national minorities have not their separate oiggtion, grant policy for their
activities is not applied.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orggations of the members of national minorities

As no separate organisation of the members of matiminorities has been established, the
Local Authority and the members of the local colren-operate with them in the solution of
problems relating to the life of the community asteole. 1z can be added that some citizens
are members of organisations associating natiomanities in neighbouring communities or
towns (for example PZKO).

4. Open issues (problems)

It can be summarised that due to the specific cbaraf the community the open issues of
minority policy within the competence of the Lodalthority do not exist.

Vendryné
1. Legislative and non-legislative measures relatiio the rights of the members of national
minorities
In the community the five-member Committee wasldisthed. The largest - and in fact the
only one - national minority is the Polish one whrepresents 35,5% of the total number of
the inhabitants. The public buildings are markethath languages, the issue of the name of
the community itself is still open. Its solution pdmds on the common decision of the
Committee, the council and citizens (petitions)et€he application of Education Act and
exceptions relating to the number of pupils is foéeonflict. The community has sufficient
education facilities for its pupils; such a probleould occur in case of the decrease of their
number in the future. Thus the financial situatadrthe community would be more difficult.
The financial aid of the state would contributegtwbd-coexistence which is so improtant in
the areas inhabited by members of various ethnommg. Up till now it has not been
necessary to solve the problem of common finanttiegminority educational facilities along
with other communities.

2. Grant policy (the support of projects for thetagties of national minorities)



The grant policy of the community is very favouealbr the minority population. The

implementation of the plan of activities of the inatl minority (for example PZKO) is

granted partly from the community ~ s fund. Thei$tolminority is well organised and its
associations are permanently active. In addittoRZKO it is also the touristic organisation
Beskid Slaskand Macierz Szkolna.

3. Co-operation with the representatives and orgsations of the members of national minorities

The Polish minority participates actively in thecisb life of the community. It has its
representatives in the local council, its commgteend commissions. In addition, it
contributes to cultural, sportive and social atig in the community. Mutual co-operation is
free of conflicts which would impact upon the castegnce of the minority with other
citizens.

4. Open issues (problems)

The Committee has not solved serious problems ef db-existence of citizens in the
community. Its members are of the same opinion ithatnecessary to start learning mutual
tolerance in childhood, i.e. within pre-school awhool education. This is one of the most
important tasks which the Committee should solvihiwiits competence in co-operation with
other authorised persons. The fact that the CzetkHPkindergarten has been working
perfectly in the community for many years provesttthe above statement is not a holow
phrase. Communication in Czech or Polish languageli@lect) is not any obstacle for both
teachers and pupils. On the contrary, they retamehenriched with another language and
larger vocabulary. No doubt that this idea is alke mission ofEuropean Charter of
Regional or Minority Languages.

6. The introspection of national minorities

The Secretariat of the Council asked the repregeasaof national minorities to update their
evaluations from 2001 for the purposes of this Repbhe following text has the same
structure as Report 2001 and it is only re-editedcontent is also the same as the original

version elaborated by the representatives of nattimnorities>®

6.1. BULGARIAN MINORITY

After the meeting of the Council on 15 May 2003dbeument of the representative of the
Bulgarian minority in the Council was complementedth the comments of the
representatives of Bulgarian civil associationsPrague. This text complements the data on
the activities of the Bulgarian national minorityotnonly in 2002 but during the whole
previous period.

1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

Nowadays more than 10 000 Bulgarighéve in the Czech Republic. Almost 80% of them
are persons older than 18 years. Most of them Haxech citizenship and the large
percentage of them have permanent residence i@zbeh Republic. Those with temporary
residence represent much smaller group. It isadiffito specify the number of the emigrants
after November 1989. Some members of the Bulgamarority in the Czech Republic -
especially in large towns - have the status ofifmrers with Bulgarian passport.

%) Where no change was registered during 2002 thevies formulated as follows: ,the situation in
comparison with 2001 has not changed”. The texthef Report 2001 is published on the www page of
Government Council for National Minorities (httpuibw.vlada.cz/1250/vrk/vrk.htm),

57 According to the final results of the census iBR¢his number is 4 363 persons (see Appendix.N. 7)



The Bulgarian national minority is dispersed onwi®le territory of the Czech Republic. In
Prague live more than 3 500 persons, in CentrakeBwoan region about 500 persons, in
South-Bohemian region about 300 persons, in Pifegion about 600 persons, in Karlovy
Vary region about 400 persons, in Usti region aB@@ persons, in Liberec region about 300
persons, in Hradec Kralové region about 250 personBodbrady and surroundings about
200 persons, in Vysta region about 250 persons, in South-Moravianoregnore than
1900 persons, in Olomouc region about 500 persangloravian-Silesian region about 350
persons and in Znojmo and surroundings about 3Bfbps.

One of characteristics which singled out the memloérthe Bulgarian minority from other
citizens is their age structure. The large pergmntaf persons older than 50 years contrasts
with the small number of children younger than lang and young people in the age
between 15 and 20 years. Children younger thaneHssyrepresent only 5-6% of the total
number of the members of the Bulgarian minorityitiher the group of young people in the
age between 15-50 years is numerous (2-3%). Oodhtary, the most numerous group is
represented by persons older than 50 years (60%).

The development of the Bulgarian minority in thee€lz Republic evidently depends on new
imigration. The minority is growing old due to thiegulation of migration and its own
internal development. The logical consequence isf fact are mixed marriages and further
Czechicisation of Bulgarian children. The same geamelates to the second and third
generation of the descendants of Bulgarian famikeen if they preserve the awareness of
their origin and family bonds with Bulgaria.

2. The survey of organisations
2a) The types of organisations

The Bulgarian minority began its existence in Boleeim October 1880 when the association
Bulharska Sedjankavas established in Prague. Later the compatrictocations - student
hobby groups, amateur gardeners groups etc. - e founded. Since 1948 the Bulgarians
have been establishing local compatriot groups lwlkissociated persons according to their
hobbies, education and professions. In additioa,niiimber of Bulgarian students have been
increasing - at that time 950 Bulgarians studieBrague and others (totally more than 1 800
persons) studied in Brno, Bratislava, Olomouc aiiseR. In these regions also clubs have
been founded. In the end they united and estadiBlulgarian Cultural and Educational
Organisation (BCEO)the successor oBulharska Sedjanka. Today BCEO is a civil
association headed by the Council of Chairpersoitis the chairman, vice-chairman and
executive secretary. The highest body of BCEO éabksembly oBulgarian Cultural and
Educational Clubs in the Czech Republic (BCEGgse clubs are legal persons: BCEC in
Prague, Brno, Ostrava, Olomouc, St.Cyril and Sttddius BCEC in Usti nad Labem and
BCEC in Mlada Boleslav, Chomutov, Kladno and Moavé their own managements, 5 - 9
members, the chairman, vice-chairman and orgatdosd secretary. Organisations and
clubs have independent revision commissions congigisually of three members and
controlling their activities, complying with thestatutes and the flow of finances.

In 1992St. Cyril and St. Mehodius Bulgarian Cultural andugational Cluband in October
2001 the civil associatioNazrazdanewvere registered in Prague. In addition, in 2002 ne
organisations were establish&drin, the dancing and folklore ensemble in Brdagdnothe
association of the Bulgarians and their friendg¢he Czech Republic andlssociation for
Bulgaria.

2b) Members

BCEO has about 2 000 persons. Most of them are dBialgs with Czech citizenship,
Bulgarians with permanent residence in the CzecpuBl&e and some members with the



status of foreigners with temporary residencehin €zech republic. BCEC in Prague is the
largest club which associates most of members wmghathisers, i.e. more than 800 persons.
It has several auxiliary commissions (cultural asgtlicational, organisational, social and
building ones) and sections (for young people, wanseniors and the Roma). BCEC in
Ostrava has about 250 members, in Brno 150, in @20, in Usti nad Labem 60, in
Most 120, in Kladno 90, in Chomutov 50, in Pilséd0land in Mlad& Boleslav 20 members.
St.Cyril and st. Methodius BCEC in Prague has 40nbes,Vazrazdane80 andPirin 20
members.

2c) Priorities
The priorities are the same as in 2001.
2d) Main annual planned activities of the minorifys organisations

The activities of various Bulgarian organisationghe Czech Republic focus on three main
fields:

a) Bulgarian national days - 1 January (New Year, &iVDay, Vasiljovden); 3 March (the
liberation of the Bulgarians from Othman thraldom)May ( Work Day); 6 May (Day of
the Bravery of the Bulgarian Army, St.George Dayergjovden); 24 May (Day of
Bulgarian Education, Culture and Slavonic Literajur6 September (the union of
Bulgaria); 22 September (Independence Day); 24 b&6ember (Christmas Day, The
Birth of the Lord);

b) Bulgarian traditional celebrations: 6 and 7 Janu&dprdanovden, Ivanovden-days
celebrated by all Bulgarians and persons whose siameJordan, Bogomil and Ivan); 21
January (Midwife Day); 1 or 14 February (Trifon Zaan, the day of Bulgarian vintners);
1 March (Baba Marta Day); 6 May (Georgjovden); 18gAst (Assumption of the Holy
Virgin Mother), in addition to Vasilica (1 or 14 slaary the most important day for
Bulgarian Orthodox Roma; 1 - 6 November (ZadusnikdaSouls Days); 21 November
(installing the Mother of God in the temple); 6 Betoer (Nikulden, St. Nicholas Day);

c) specific activities of individual organisations:etiBulgarian House in Prague organises
every Friday ,Seniors Eve* and last Friday of evenpnth ,Sedjanka“ (Sitting with
Friends); on third Thursday of every month the Buwign scholars and so-called
repatriates meet there; 19 February and 20 Apeilcammemorative days of Bulgarian
history; 19 February is a commemorative day of Btk revivalist Vasil Levski; on 14
February and 8 December the young members of tHgaBan community meet in
Prague; 7 May is a commemorative day of the victorgr fascism; 1 June is celebrated
as International Children Day and 2 June as a DalyeoKilled in the Fight for Freedom;
on 3 May and 6 - 9 June the team of the Bulgaremmunity takes part in soccer
tournaments for foreigners; since 1999 1 Novemless bheen celebrated as Day of
Revivalists.

2e) The presentation of organisations on the Intet

BCEO and BCEC in Prague: http://www.cmail.cz/bgklub Vazrazdane:

http://sweb.cz/vazrazdan&aedno: http://www.sweb.cz/3al.

3. Condititons for the exercise of the rights of ti@nal minorities

2a) Association

According to the representatives of the minoritghia Council there are now 5 organisations

registered as civil associations. from among the ttumber of the members of the Bulgarian

minority ( 4 500 persons) only 450 persons (i.e.l0&be associated in the above
organisations. It is expected that the Minorityt Al result in the increase of the number of
the members of organisations of the Bulgarian niiywor




According to others there are seven active registeganisations. The Bulgarian citizens and
their families associate themselves voluntarilywio civil associations, i.e. BCEO and its 10
regional clubs and Vazrazdane. Other organisatazasnot exclusively minority ones but
they co-operate with all Bulgarian organisationgha Czech Republic. The increase of the
number of members is not expected. Neverthelesssifuation can be influenced positively
by the liberalisation of conditions for the residerof foreigners in the Czech Republic. If we
succeed for example in the establishment of intechds in some localities, it will have a
positive impact. This step unfortunately dependsnoneased investments for which we still
have not sufficient financial means. Joining thedpean Union in 2004 in case of the Czech
Republic and in 2007 in case of Bulgaria will prblyacontribute to the increase of the
members of the Bulgarian minority in the Czech Rxigu

3b) Patrticipation in the solution of problems congeng the rights of minorities (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorities and statenaidistration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiemnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleang
3c) The use of the minority s language in privaded public life

Since Autumn 2002/azrazdanéhas been organising the teaching of Bulgarian lagguor
children of mixed marriages.

3d) The use of name and surname in the languagetaf national minority

Most of the members of the Bulgarian minority cige changing women s surnames
according to gender. That is why Bulgarian wometerofkeep their original surname.
Nevertheless, keeping this rule is impossible wathard to female children. This rule makes
them foreigners in their second mother country, Belgaria, although they speak Bulgarian
fluently and feel to be at home there. Some membgthe Bulgarian minority do not agree
with such a formulation of the above standpoird point out the fact that there are cases of
the registration of women “s surname in personalig@nts according to Bulgarian usage.

3e) Education

The 12-year Bulgarian Petr Beron School within Brebassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
has been working in Prague for 55 years. It isndte by 100 - 120 pupils. Its syllabus
conforms to Bulgarian one with the extended teagtoh Czech language. Nevertheless,
some children attend Czech or foreign language adshdhere are many cases when the
children of both Bulgarian and mixed families gotbeir study abroad and even in Bulgaria.
For smallest country-fellows who do not attend Hgtron School Vazrazdaneorganises
Sunday courses of Bulgarian language.

3f) Cultural activities

Individual organisations implement the same cultacivities as in 2001.

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatian the language of the national minorities
(periodicals, non-periodicals, readio and televisibroadcasting. Internet etc.)

The Bulgarian Minority - BCEO in the Czech Republicssue the periodicdRoden glas.
Vazrazdanassues the magazirigalgari. St. Cyril and St. Methodius Bulgarian Cultural and
Educational Club issues occasionally the bull®wdna ré and Prague BCEO issues the
bulletin Inform whenever necessary. Clubs within BCEO in PraguemOuc and Mlada
Boleslav are equipped with sets by means of whigh possible to receive every day from
1,00 p.m. to 12,00 p.m. satellite programmes of Blaggarian National Television and 24
hours the programmes of the Bulgarian National &aulid Christo Botev Radio. Clubs in
Prague and Olomouc are subscribers of Bulgariahedadlistributed one day after their
publication (thanks to regular bus-lines Sofia adtre). By means of State Office for the



Bulgarians Abroad the Bulgarian minority receivesne weeklies of the editions Doctor,
Everything for Women, Church Newspaper, Literaryrdro etc. Bulgarian satellite
programmes are received by many Bulgarian famHiesspecially in Prague - and the
inhabitants of the premises of Bulgarian Embas$rague.

4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

In the opinion of the representatives of Brno orgations of the members of the Bulgarian
national minority there is the lack of educatiomaltivities in the minority society. In
addition, the fact that the state does not coverentban 85% of expenses on minority
peridocals prevents from the implementation ofghgect because resting 15% represent too
high percentage for such a small minority as thig&uian.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public authorities

In the opinion of the reresentatives of the minorih the council the most serious
contemporary problem of the Bulgarian minority I tdislocation of their assocations in
Prague. Even the representatives of Brno orgaarsapoint out the same issue.

6. Problems in the minority” s life

In the opinion of the representatives of BCEO thi@ority has some internal problems,
especially in Prague. Since 1992 four (five) asgams have been established there. The
problem consists in the co-ordination of activitasd prevention of their duplicity in order
that all persons who are interested in these #iesvhave chance to participate in them.
Unnecessary and unnatural competition avails npbibdelates to the right to administrate a
Bulgarian school and co-operation with Bulgarianit@al Institute. Fortunately, these
problems are being solved. Prague associationsrimodtethat they would not obstruct one
another in their activities, tolerate one anothed &olve their problems rationally. The
Bulgarian House in Americka street in Prague isaperty of all Bulgarians. There are also
financial problems in the community. If no granpi®vided for minority press, it will not be
possible to issue the periodiddbden glashich is the only printed matter of the Bulgarian
community. It represents the live bond betweenBulgarians and their families and embues
every Compatriot House all over the Czech Repuhiilc Bulgarian spirit.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive eglas of creating conditions for the minority * s
development, co-operation with public administratibodies etc.)

The representatives of the minority appreciateitit@ative of the government to reconstruct
and provideHouse of National Minoritieg Prague for the purposes of minority activitils.
addition, the solution of the problem of the suppiractivities organised by minorities by
means of grants from metropolitan authorities, aegl administrative bodies, regional and
local elected authorities, the Ministry of Cultutiee Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
and the government of the Czech Republic is consiti® be an example of good practice.

8. The minority “s position evaluated by its mente

The Bulgarian national minority enjoys in the CzeRapublic with good reputation. The
positive evaluation of the Bulgarians results abaérom their friendly behaviour, industry,
adaptability to Czech conditions and environmermttiamal pride and efforts to preserve
Bulgarian traditions. ,To toil like a Bulgarian‘hé truthful Czech simile, can be a key to the
understanding of the Bulgarians ~ motivation takvim Bohemia.This Czech saying reflects
the typical features of Bulgarian national identtyd social behaviour.

6.2. CROATIAN MINORITY



The representative of the Croatian minority in @euncil did not mention any new fact
concerning clauses 2a), 3a), 3c) - g) which wouftedfrom the text published in Report on
the Situation of National Minorities in the CzecbpRblic in 2001.

1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

The situation in comparison with 2001 is not chahgmly Bohumin was added to the list of
communities inhabited in 2002 by the Croatians Wgech citizenship.

2. The survey of organisations

2b) Members

about 50 persons.

2c) Priorities

In accordance with its constitution and programime éssential aim oAssociation of the
Citizens of the Croatian Minority in the Czech Rapuis to develop educational and cultural
activities and folklore traditions of the Croatianmreserve their cultural and historical
heritage and co-operate with the Croatians livim@urgenland in Austria and the Republic
of Croatia. The fulfilment of this task has everebedifficult because of the dispersed
settlement of the Croatians after 1948 and the lpnab in the era of communist totality
marked by the lack of education in mother toungue any aid.

2d) Main annual planned activities of the minoritys organisations

At the beginning of September the festiv@loatian Cultural Dayis held every year in
JeviSovka (former Frelichov) iniBclav district. Since 1948 this activity has beewiving
Croatian traditions and folklore (for example fsdsh one of the largest Croatian villages in
Southern Moravia. In addititon, it is the opportyrfor the members of evacuated families to
meet, remember left homeland and be in contact thighCroatians living in Burgenland in
Austria.

2e) The presentation of the organisation on the énbet
None.
3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of maal minorities

3b) Participation in the solution of problems congeng the rights of minorities (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorities and statenaidistration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiesnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

In the past the problems concerning the rightshef Croatian minority were discussed
without the participation of its representativehislfact was justified by the small number of
its members. Government Resolution N. 1163 fromoredhber 2001 nominated also the
representative of the Croatian minority a membelr Government Council for National
Minorities. In parliamentary elections in 2002 haswve-nominated a member of the Council.

4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

Due to the communist propaganda the Croatian ntinbas ever been facing the opinion that
it was the hostile minority which colaborated witte Germans during World War Il. The
manifestations of intolerance still survive amomgw settlers” in JeviSovka, Dobré Pole and
Novy Frerov and the employees of South-Moravian archieestije occasion of every-year
Croatian Culture Dayin JeviSovka the citizens appeal to the Local Attiado prohibit this
activity). For this reason it was necessary torimforespective authorities about Government
Decree to Resolution N. 1048 from 6 October 199%hen contemporary situation of the
Croatian minority in the Czech Republic. Its mensbieel to be discriminated especially in
the field of Law of Inheritance. Although privateoperty in the Czech Republic is protected
by law, in this case it is necessary to seek ioteetourt. The representative of the Croatian



minority states that in spite of the formal indegemce of courts their decisions are still
affected by the inheritance of communism.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public authorities
No insufficiencies were specified.
6. Problems in the minority “s life

The problem of the Croatian minority consists ia dispersed settlement in the Czech
Republic after 1948; this results in the fact timat members of the minority are not educated
in their mother tongue and they live in forced akition as underprivileged citizens of the
Czech Repubilic.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive eglan of creating conditions for the minority “s
development, co-operation with public administratibodies etc.)

Since 1989 the Croatian minority has been partizigdully in social life and making efforts
to keep friendly relations to neighbours and thed@zRepublic. From the point of view of
EU this activity is necessary.

8. The minority s position evaluated by its member

The Croatian minority has been living on the tergitof Bohemia since 1531. It has ever
influenced Slavonic togetherness and enriched thure of Podluzi in South-Moravian
Slovakia. It lives almost 55 years in exile in fedcassimilation without right to home. The
worst fact is that there has never been politicdl w the Czech Republic to solve the
problem of the Croatian minority. On 30 January 2@&sociation of the Citizens of the
Croatian Minority sent its petition to the chairman of the Petiti@ommittee of Chamber of
Deputies, the chairman of the Sub-committee foridwal Minorities of the Petititon
Committee and the chairman of the Sub-committedHerApplication of Charter of Rights
and Freedoms of the Petititon Committee (as welth@sambassador of the Republic of
Croatia in the Czech Republic). It has been waifmrgany response but still in vain. The
Croatians hardly cope with the situation when thaye to claim their civil and minority
rights even before court because the majority $paigpresented by the Parliament of the
Czech Republic does not guarantee them.

6.3. HUNGARIAN MINORITY
The representative of the Hungarian minority in tbeuncil did not mention any new fact

which would differ from the text published in Repam the Situation of National Minorities
in the Czech Republic in 2001.

6.4. GERMAN MINORITY

1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe German minority and its settlement
During the census in 2001 39 106 persons declassdmembership in the German minority.
Two associations of the minority register aboutO® persons, i.e. less than 1/4 of the total
number of the Germans. This fact results from thst-var situation of German citizens and
their status during communist totality, chicanend dear to acknowledge own ethnicity.
Although the situation now is different and the onity is allowed to associate and self-
realise, fear and apprehensions still survive.

2. The survey of organisations

2a) The types of organisations and their structure

The situation has not changed. The minority is oigeEd in two unions, i.eCultural
Association of the German Minority Citizens in eech Republic (CAGMG@ndAssembly
of the Germans in Bohemia, Moravia and Silefi@reinafter the ,Assembly”). As the



minority was allowed after 1989 to establish newoagtions rooofed with the Assembly,
some members decided for double membership.

2b) Members

GAGMC did not mention any change. The Assembly sd&f unions and their 30 regional
organisations which have about 5 800 members (emldnd young people are not included,;
young people are registered but their number ig gkangeable and therefore it is not entered
into total numbers). Individual unions are civikasiations registered by the Ministry of the
Interior. They have their own constitution and atgs. The number of their members varies.
The most numerous are unions in industrial areak Sifesia, i.e. in Cheb (about 1 200
members), Liberec (800), Sumperk (600), Opava (3Besia and Chomutov (280),
Jablonec, Pilsen anddin (260). Other unions have about 100 - 180 mesnb&he average
age of their members is 62 years. The averagefabe members of GAGMC is 69 years.

2c¢) Priorities

One of the priorities of GAGMC is the cultural agty of its members and the preservation
of mother tongue including regional dialects. Thesdciation presents itself by means of the
weekly Prager Volkzeitungand German broadcasting in the Czech Radio. Th®dation
fights against any manifestation of chauvinism auagports every effort aimed at the friendly
co-existence of all nations and ethnic groups andied Europe on the basis of the
documents of Organisation for Security and Co-djpmran Europe. In order to apply these
principles and aims the Association intents to ipigdte in drawing up the bills and
regulations relating to the rights of national nrities and ethnic groups.

The main aim of the Assembly is the self-realisatad the German national minority by
means of cultural activities, newspapers and in&iom for educational purposes, improving
the knowledge of German, preserving the cultuealtage of the German minority and co-
operation with other cultural and non-profit imstions. The other aim is the support of
granting equal rights to the German minority. Dgrithe implementation of this aim the
Assembly respects the Constitution of the CzechuBlp and international legal standards
for human and civil rights and freedoms as welltlaes rights of national minorities. In

addition, it attempts at efficient co-operation motly with Czech fellow-citizens but also
other minorities living in the Czech Republic ammanpatriot associations in Germany.

2d) Main planned annual activities of the minoritys organisations

For the purposes of the preservation of culturatdge GAGMC takes care of local dialects
and traditional folklore and looks for possibilgieto take efficient measures for the
preservation of historical mionuments on its tersit The Association presents its
educational activities regularly in the fortnighByager Volkzeitung.

The Assembly organises German courses, thematimaesrfor young people and seniors
and cultural activities for the preservation oftatdl traditions - celebrations of Shrovetide,
Easter, Mothers Day, Advent and Christmas - as a®lchildren camps, performances of
singing and dancing ensembles, exhibitions andu@lltDays. In co-operation with Czech
citizens and compatriots it participates in theoketion of churches and monuments and
social support of weak and ill persons. Teh Assgrpbésents itself in its fortnightliyandes
Zeitungwhose issue is financially supported by the Miistf Culture. Individual unions
issue their information bulletins and present thelwes in dailies and regional periodicals.
Information about the activities of the union alsoagiven to the regional radio which
mediates it to the public. In addition, on Thursslapd Saturdays regular 20-minute German
programme is broadcasted in the Czech Radio.

2e) The presentation of the minority” s organisai®on the Internet



Some unions andlandes Zeitung present themselves on Internet on folowing address:
www.landeszeitung.cz/index.htm.

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of matal minorities

3a) Association

Registration in individual unions should be morpparted in order that every member of the
German minority can participate in the solutionpobblems concerning minority rights. It
must be known whether the minority is interestedhe solution of its problems. As the
census statistics show, practice differs from thednterest in the solution of problems
relating to minority rights is growing feeble. A B®an citizen is hardly perceived by the
people round him and the membership in the unigpedds on the attractiveness of the
activity of its basic organisation.

3b) Participation in the solution of problems congeng the rights of minorities (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorities and state naidistration bodies, the representation of
minorities in local and regional elected authoriteand committees for national minorities in
regions, statutory towns, communities etc.)

The situation has not changed. Due to the dispessttiément of the German minority on the
whole territory of the Czech Republic conditions flee activity of minority associations are
difficult. In the older generation “s opinion a @®@n citizen living on the territory of the
Czech Republic is hardly perceived and his righés reot subject to any discussion. In the
best case he works in a commission for civil affair a community or a town. In regions
where minority commissions work the German minotitgs its representatives (Brno,
Ostrava, Prague, Liberec, Krnov and Novésk pod Smrkem). Metropolitan authorities in
Prague, Brno, Usti nad Labem, Jablonec and Chanpriavides GAGMC with financial
support.

In other regions the minority participates accogdito its possibilities in public life.
Nevertheless, its members are not perceived a&émmans but the citizens. The situation
after local elections grew worse in some regionsansequence of coming new officials into
office. Further deterioration resulted from the @atation of district towns and the transfer of
powers to regions. Some metropolitan authoritiesoanced that the problems of minorities
fall within the competence of state administratioodies and not of municipal elected
authorities (Jihlava)

3c) The use of the minority “s language in privadad public life

The situatuion has not changed. The older Germansetuctant to speak German in public
because they are afraid of discrimination whictihesresidue of the past. Nevertheless, hardly
any person is denounced now when speaking foreagguiage. In smaller towns and
communities where people know one another toleraneeails, inter alia because of tourism
which attracts foreigners. In comparison with othmmorities the Germans have no
opportunity in the Czech Republic to visit cultua@ntres, theatres, museums and other
institutions with programmes in their language.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minorityaaguage

The situation has not changed. The problem consisthe use of first names which are
transferred to Czech (a person ,christened as Mensnilian® is registered as ,Jan"})

3e) Education

%8 This fact proves that the exercise of state adinatien is not unified. In the opinion of Ministf the
Interior such a situation should be changed.



It would be very helpful for the German minoritydapply the extended lessons of German at
all schools in regions with the larger number ofr@an families.

Education can be supplementeddentres of Czech-German Understandamgl by means of
German studies or seminars@bethe InstituteNevertheless, the minority suffers from the
lack of textbooks and financial means for the lezfsdassrooms and teachers “ salaries.

3f) Cultural activities

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleang

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatioin the language of the national minority
(periodicals, non-periodicals, radio and televisidmoadcasting, Internet etc.)

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cledng
4. The manifestations of intolerance and discringition towards the minority

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cledngn some regions intolerance is
demonstrated by the ignorance of local history,pn@isentation of facts, lack of interest in
common history and disrespect to ancestors (desiruof graves etc.). Although the

protection of graves and common cultural monuméatsits theoretical basis in the Czech-
German Declaration, the practice is different.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public authorities

The minority is aware of legislative insufficiensiand the lack of statutory instruments to the
rights of national minorities. This relates aboué ta the modification of the minority
educational system, double citizenship and propafgirs (restitution laws are not just to the
Germans). In addition, there are no statutory umsénts to putting forward a claim to an
interpreter for official agenda, especially at kineel of regional and local elected authorities.
The regulations of state administration for finagc minority organisations including
minority press are so limited that they do notl#@dhe operation of the directing body, for
example financing the secretariat and covering ettgenses on the publication of minorioty
newspapers (only 70%).

Insufficiencies exist also in the provisions of thegulations for the application of the
bilingual names of towns and communities. The cittea of towns and museums mention
original names. Why the names of towns and comnasndould not be bilingual, if they are
not prohibited in a commercial advertisement?

6. Problems in the comunity “s life

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not clangsAGMC has not finances for the
operation of its secretariat because the stats dotprovide them. It leads to difficulties
relating to the co-ordination of the activitieshmsic organisations and the absence of some
officials in nation-wide activities of the minority

7. The examples of good practice (the positiverapies of creating conditions for the development
of the minority, co-operation with public adminisdtion bodies etc.)

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleang

8. The own evaluation of the minority “s position

In 2002 the period before elections was marked \®rsion to the German ethnic group
roused by the statements of politicians.

6.5 POLISH MINORITY
1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

As opposed to other minorities dispersed on thelevharritory of the Czech Republic, the
Polish minority is concentrated orgSin Silesia (especially on so -called ZaolzZi). Teasus



in 1991 registered 61 542 Poles on the territoryhef Czech and Slovak Federal Republic;
57 573 of them lived in Bohemia, i.e. contempor@rech Republic. According to their own
calculations the total number of the Poles was 43 pgersons. The last census in 2001
showed the decrease of the number of the membetgsofinority in the districts Karvina
and Frydek-Mistek, totally by 7 995 persons. Nowadabout 37 000 Poles live in Zaolzi.
Out of this region (in Prague, Brno and Easternd®oi) other 15 000 Poles are settled. If
statistical data reflect the reality, it means tha number of the Poles in the Czech Republic
IS now 51 968 persons. Optimists estimate that nnimber oscilates between 60 - 65 000
persons. The fact that the Poles are concentriatétkéSin Silesia advantages them in
comparison with other minorities. Neverthelesss ttotmogeneity corrodes continuously.

2. The survey of organisations
2a) The types of organisations and their structure

The Poles in the Czech republic are well organigdld25 organisations are associated in
Congress of the Poles in the Czech Republ&ddition to the associations mentioned in the
previous Report there are following new ongstonus - Klub Polski w Brnie, Towarzystwo
Avion, Stowarzysenie Kurier Praskind Zaolzianskie Towarzystwo Fotografycznéery
important is PZKO which is active in 87 local grguprganising cultural activities of all
Polish organisations that work in individual comnti@s and playing the role of local cultural
centres.

2b) Members

The members of this minority are both the citizefhshe Czech Republic and the persons
with Polish citizenship and permanent residendbénCzech Republic.

Congress of the Polewas established on 3 March 1990Ciasky ®sin at the 1st Congress of the
Poles in Czechoslovakia. It represents the Pol&lonal minority in relation to the majority sotie
state administration bodies, local and regionadtet authorities and mass media and co-ordinages th
activity of Polish associations in the Czech Rejubt issues ,Glos ludu®, the newpaper in Polish
language published three-times a week, and bookotigh authors living in the Czech Republic. In
addition, it organises discussions, informal meggiwith politicians, trainings and seminars for
volunteers from civil associations as well as mamjtural activities. The representatives of the
Congress represent the Polish minority in locattelé authorities, Government Council for National
Minorities and the consultative body of the Minystf education, Youth and Sports for the affairs of
the minority education system.

Harcerstwo Polskie w Republice Czeskigjthe analogy of Scout Organisation associatirtylien

and adults further to pre-war Harcerstwo. The oiggional structure consists of groups and teams of
instructors (now 21 groups of ,Zuchs®, 12 groups,Bfrcers* and 4 teams of instructors). The
association issues the magazine ,Nasza Gazetkal oaganises many activities such as ,Festival
Piesni Harcerskiej* (Festival of Harcer Songs),aZlZuchowy"” (Session of Zuchs), ,Harcerski Rajd
Beskidski“ (Harcer March across Beskydy Mountainty activities consist in organising summer
camps and sportive and touristic competitions. dhganisation is a member of ,Association of
Organisations for Young People” in Prague.

Klub Polski w Pradz€Prague Polish Club) renewed its activity in 19@dtHer to Prague Polish Club
established in 1887 as one of the oldest compatssbciations on the territory of Bohemia. The aim
of the Club is to strenghten national awarenesadffition, the Club popularises the Polish culiare
Bohemia and organises lectures, discussions antingee Its members take part in various activities
organised by Polish Institute, celebrations of $tolhational days and anniversaries organised by
Polish Embassy etc.

Koto Polskich Kombatantow w Republice Czeski€jlub of Polish War Veterans in the Czech
Republic) was founded in 1991 but its origin fallshin the period of so-called ,Prague Spring" 1968
when Club of Polish Veterans was a part of PZKO.the era of communist normalisation it
terminated its activity which was not renewed unltie half of 1980s. The Club associates the
participants in the fight for freedom and indeperaein Polish allied troops or in the revolt agains



the Nazis between 1939-1945. It helps its memlersotve the problems with pensions, organises
commemorations, conferences and exhibitions angastgphistorical research relating to the anti-nazi
revolt. The club has about 140 members and issigeguarterly ,Wiarus“. In addition, it is associdte
in World Organisation of Polish Veterans in London.

Macierz Szkolna w Republice Czeskigjas established in 1991 as a successor of the g@re-w
organisation ,Macierz Szkolna w Czechoslowac;ji“.vialays it has about 4 000 members (above all
parents nad friends of school) Its mission is t@teare of the development of the Polish educaltiona
system in the Czech Republic and contribute toetfpgipment of schools and educational facilities
with Polish as a teaching language. It organiséisirell and sportive activities such as ,Bagyniecki
Festyn Szkolny“ (Bahenec School Feast) ,Gorski WiydRowerowy“ (Mountain Bike Race) and
»turniej Pilki Noznej o Memerial Alojzego Adamca“ (Alojzy Adamec SecdMemorial). In addition,

it organises the out-of-school- activities of papiand co-operates with non-governmental
organisations in Poland, especially Macierz ZieneisZynskiej a Wspolnota Polska.

Polonus - Klub Polski w BrnigPolonus - Polish Club in Brno) was registered ®7 It associates
the citizens of the Polish minority living in Brnéts aim is to strenghten national awareness and
popularise the Polish culture in Bohemia. The Qlakoperates with the Brno Metropolitan Authority
and its consultant for national minorities, PolEmbassy in the Czech Republic, Polish Institute in
Prague and the association Wspolnota Polska. Itioddiit organises lecures meetings and
discussions. In the seat of the Club Sunday Schaal established. At this school children learn
Polish language, habits and traditions. The clgo @larticipates in organising Polish Days in Brno.
Nowadays it has about 140 members.

Polski Zwigzek Bylych Wiezniéw PolitycznyctPolish Union of Previous Political Prisoners) was
established in 1998. It co-operates closely wittedh Union of the Fighters for Freedom. The
organisation follows the traditions of Klub Gusermdw established in 1947. It organises meetings
with politicians, journalists and young people abdife under the conditions of occupation.
Nowadays it has about 30 members.

Polskie Towarzystwo Medycne w Republice Czeslejlish Association of Health Service Officers
in the Czech Republic) was established in 1991s the successor of ,Klub Medyka“ within HV
PZKO which has been working since 1975. It assesitie members of the Polish minority who work
in health services, i.e. doctor, pharmacists antsesy and co-operates in health organisations,
reputable doctors, Polish associations, assocmtainthe Poles living abroad and young people,
especially students of medicine. In addition, itublishes printed matters and organises training
courses. It is a member of Federation of PolishitHegsssociations Abroad which mediates short-term
affiliations for its members abroad, especiallyGarmany, France and Sweden, and for Polish doctors
from other countires. Its partner in Poland is Charrof Doctors.

Polskie Towarzystwo Artystycne ,Ars Musica(Polish Artistic Association ,Ars Musica“) was
established in 1999. Its aim is to propagate tHaui of thePolish national minority in the Czech
Republic, especially music, folklore and theattédnds about 20 members, mainly teachers, artigts an
enterpreneurs. In addition, it associates 6 ensssnihe student choir ,Collegium luvenum®, the
mixed choir ,Canticum Novum®*, the choir ,Musicae Ames", the mountaneer bands ,Zorémbek"
and ,Sémsiek” and the student ensemble ,Szkapa't @bksociation organises ,Przeglad Kapel
Ludowych” (Folk Bands Show) and co-organises ,PlagégSzkolnych Zespoléw Spiewaczych”
(Children School Choirs Show), ,Festiwal Piesni &zécej* (Children Song Festival) and the
recitation competition ,Kresy".

Polskie Towarzystwo Spiewacze ,Collegium Canticofuffolish Singing Association ,Collegium
Canticorum®) was established in 1992. It attemgtsha propagation of chorus, chamber and solo
singing. At the same time it is a promoter of tledigh mixed choir ,Collegium Canticorum*“ (which
was established in 1986 and its first promoter W&s PZKO). The choir is a member of Polish
Association of Choirs and Orchestras in Warsaw@nidn of Czech Choirs. Its repertoire consists of
classic works , adaptations of folk songs and danwedern and experimental music. The choir
succeeded several times in international and ratiéestivals and recorded several CDs. The
members of the association take special care ofcalueducation of pupils, especially at primary



schools with Polish as a teaching language. Thecad®on is also a sponsor of children choirs
~Wiolinki“ and ,,Crescendo”.

Polskie Towarzystwo Turystycne ,BeskidgSki* (Polish Touristic and Sportive Association ,Beskid
Slaski*) was established in 1991 as a successor of ,PTTEdB8#aski* in Czechoslovakia which was
founded in 1922. The associations propagate touaisthacquaintance with the region. It organises
regular touristic activities whose participants asevarded with touristic badges. The most popular
activities of the association are the table-tertaignament (since 1993), winter mountain march
(since 1995), New-Year march (since 1996) and eyesy welcoming to Spring. In addition, the
association organises ,Rajd o Kyrpce Macieja“ (NadhMarch), the every-year activity within the
folklore festival ,Gorolski Swieto“. Since 1999 ttessociation has been working within ,Klub 99*
which organises the meetings of senior playersaiER soccer teams and various sportive activities
for young people. Nowadays it has 402 members988% 2001 it has organised about 230 walking
trips and 50 trips by bus, bike trips and otheivéas.

Polsko Zwigzek Kulturalno-Gwiatowy (Polish Cultural and Educational Union - PZKO, PQES
with its 16 000 members the most numerous Poligharosation associated in Congress of the Poles.
PZKO eas established on 27 June 1947. Since this tlahas been creating the extensive
organisational structure. Both local groups arelNtain Committee divided into sections for history,
dance, theatre, literature and art implement tlagtivities. Within the association many choirs,
theatres and dancing ensembles work. 87 local grafipPZKO along with its Main Committee
organise every year many cultural and educatioci@iies on the whole dSin territory. The most
popular activity organised by PZKO every year sih®d6 is ,Gorolski Swieto” in Jablunkov. It is the
largest folklore show and at the same time the mmggbrtant cultural and social activity of the Rabli
national minority. ,Gorolski Swieto" has been ongsed for several years within the framework of
mutual co-operation on Czech-Polish borders asragiaso-called ,Week of Culture in Beskydy
Mountains®. Once in two years PZKO organises ,e$tPZKO" in which thousands of people take
part. In the last festival on 25 May 2002 in Ka&iB8 folklore enembles and 24 choirs of the
association perfomed. In addition, PZKO has itsfggsional puppet theatre ,Bajka“ and issues the
monthly ,Zwrot“, ,Kalendarz Slaski* and other putditions. Within the association many dancing
ensembles and theatres implement their activities.

Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy PolskigAssociation of Polish Journalists) was establishied995.
The association is a voluntary non-political orgation of Polish journalists which represents their
interests both in the country and abroad.

Towarzystwo Aviorwas established in 2000 as a Czech-Polish arisgociation. Its founders were
Renata Putzlacher-Buchtova, Jaromir Nohavica arigni#w Siwek. The association followed up
with Czech-Polish meetings in the cafe aih Theatre which have been organised since 1996. |
organises literary and music programmes, concents theatre performances. The association
presented its magazine ,Silesian Genius Loci* i0@@t the theatre ,Na zabradli“ (Theatre on the
Railings) in Prague and at the theatre ,Husa magmku“ (A Goose on the String) in Brno (and in
2001 at BSin Theatre).

Stowarzyszenie Emerytow Polskidssociation of Polish Pensioners) was establisine@991. At
present it represents the interests of pensioflensexr the Czech Republic who worked in Poland and
now get partial or full pension from there. Theaasation has about 120 members.

Stowarzyszenie ,Kurier Praski“ w Pradzg@\ssociation ,Kurier Praski“ in Prague) was estsitiid in
1994 for the issue of the monthly ,Kurier Prasksince 1992 it has been published by the Consular
Department of the Embassy of the Republic of PolanBrague). The aim of the association is to
support the Poles living in Prague and its surrcuggland the dissemination of the Polish culture.

Stowarzyszenie Miodziezy Polskie{Association of Polish Youth) is a successor of aaginal
association which worked in 1947 - 1952 and 196870. In addition, it follows up with the
activities of ,Club of Young People” within PZKO fwen the Association did not exist oficially). The
Association organises cultural, social and oth¢ivities. One of the most popular of them is ,Rajd
Filipka“, the two-day march to Filipka, ,Dni Kultyr Studenckej* (Students Culture Days) and
.Pozegnanie Szkoly" on the ocassion of the ternmmadf the school-year. This activitiy takes place



in the centre of the Main Committee of PZKO in Kiagla. Nowadays the Association has about 120
registered members and many supporters.

Stowarzyszenie Os6b Praqaych i Ucgcych sie za Granig (Association of Persons Working and
Studying Abroad) associates the Poles with Czedpatish citizenship who live permanently on the
terrirory of the Czech Republic and work or studyoad. It helps these persons to solve problems
resulting from their situation (for example the Iplem of social and health insurance, everyday
crossing the border etc.). At present it has aBé0tmembers.

Stowarzyszenie Przyjaciél Polskiej gk (Association of the Friends of Polish Book) was
established in 1999. It aim is to propagate Poligdrature including €Sin authors. The most
important activity is ,Exhibition of Polish Bookgfresenting thematically diverse books of the larges
Polish publishing houses and also regional liteeataf TeSin Silesia. From among other activities the
readers competition for the pupils of primary sdeoand ,Discussion Forum® for the students of
secondary schools can be mentioned. The assocla®about 60 members.

Stowarzyszenie ,Rodina Kafégka“ (Association ,Katyy Family*) was established in 1991 as an
association of Polish prisoners of war murderewirld War 1l on the territory of the Soviet Union.
The association works in previous districts Karvar Frydek-Mistek and co-operates with similar
associations in Poland. Nowadays it has more Si@aactive members.

Stowarzyszenie ,Szkola Polonijna w Pradgéssociation ,Polonie School” in Prague) is a memb

of Congress of the Poles since 1993. This orgaaisaissociates people who are interested in Polish
language, culture, science, art and traditionsorfianises the teaching of Polish language and
acquaints with the events in Poland.

Towarzystwo Nauczycieli PolskicfAssociation of Polish Teachers) was established980 as a
successor of Towarzystwo Nauczycieli Polskich w dboslowacji (which has been working since
1921 and after World War Il was not allowed to merits activity). The aim of the association is to
protect the interests of Polish teachers nad thHisiPeducational system in the Czech Republic. It
helps to prepare syllabuses, textbooks and profesisieducation for its members. In addition, it
organises methodical conferences for teachers artitipates in various activities of Polish schools
At present it has about 400 members.

Zaolzianskie Towarzystwo FotograficzrifPhotographic Association of$in Silesia) was established
in 2000. Its photographers publish their photogsaph ,Zwrocie”, ,Kalendarz Slaski* and ,Glos
ludu®, organise lectures, art workshops and exioibit and develop co-operation with similar
organisations in the country and abroad.

Zrzeszenie Literatow Polskici{Association of Polish Writers) was established 1890. The
organisation is a member of Association of Writainsl Moravian-Silsesian Association of Writers. It
co-operates with the association ,,Grupa Literacka(Biterary Group 63), organises literary sessions
for writers and literary competitions for young pémand issues books. Nowadays it associates about
15 writers.

Zrzeszenie Spiewaczo-Muzycne ,Przyjaz(Singing and Music Association ,Przyj#2 associates
the mixed choir ,PrzyjaZ’ which was established in 1958. In 1966 - 1993¢heir implemented its
activity within Cultural Centre of Czech Army Mine Karvina. Since 1993 it has been working as a
separate ensemble. The ensemble has 51 membeits anchestra has 20 members. Its repertoire is
diverse - from sacral and opera compositions toufawpand musical ones. During its career the
ensemble won several awards.

Stowarzyszenie Elektrotechnikow Polskich v Republi€zeskiej(Association of Polish Electro-
technicians in the Czech Republic) was establisied1999. The organisation associates
electrotechnicians and students of electotechricahches of study, organises seminars, trainings,
consultations and trips and issues its own ,Biulétyt co-operates with the same organisationhién t
country and abroad. From among the Polish orgaoisaStowarzyszenie Elektrotechnikow Polskich
w Gliwiciach and SEPG in Bielsko-Biala play the mable.

In addition to the above associations it is neggsta mention one which is not a member of the
Congress of the Poles, i.e. Stowarzyszenie Eladhotiikéw Polskich.



In addition to civil associations there is one Wiy associatiorKlub Kultury seated in finec.
One of the largest activities of this associatigrihie film festival , Brlice Film Summer”. The 10th
festival was held in September 2002. During itsytear history more than 300 films have been put
on. Another activity is ,Zloty Rajd“ (Golden Marchfor the pupils of primary schools and
“Melpomenki“, the show of theatre performances. Mgowith the Congress of the Poles the Club
organises the rock festival ,Zlot".

2c) Priorities

In spite of different points of view and politicaims all Polish associations reached an
agreement on these priorities of the Polish miganitnew conditions after 1989:

- to preserve the ethnic identity and cultural intaerie of the Poles in the Czech Republic
in the widest sense of the word (culture, art, itials, education, young people ‘s
upbringing, educational system);

- to create the common Polish representation forctmemunication with both Polish and
Czech authorities;

- to change Zaolzi into the ,cultural bridge" betwd@miand and the Czech Republic.
2d) Main planned annual activities of the minoritys organisations

See above.

2e) The presentation of the minority “s organisat®on the Internet

The well-known are these pages: www.polonica(@angress of the Poles), www.pzko.cz
(PZKO), www.arsmusica.cfArs Musica), www.mouchdthe regional information server
with references to the pages of organisations, adshoassociations and ensembles),
oczechach. infand_opolsku.c¢gcommercial pages - information service about Rbkamd the
Czech Republic in Polish and Czech).

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of manal minorities
3a) Asociation
Conditions are very good. There are no obstaclasgociation.

3b) Participation in the solution of problems congeng the rights of minorities (coo-peration with
local and regional elected authorities and statenaidsitration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiesnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

The Polish minority has their representatives gala@ouncils on the territory ofé§in Silesia,
especially those of the political movement ,Coexigia“ and other political parties, and
independent candidates. In 38 local councils mioa@ tL00 representatives are the members
of the Polish minority.Committees for National Mitees in individual communities co-
operate actively with Polish organisations. Newadhs, it must be said that these
Committees still look for the aims of their actiuitTwo representatives of the council of
Moravian-Silesian region are the members of thasRahational minority. Even there the
Committee for National Minorities was establish@he member of the Congress of the Poles
in the Czech Republic has been working in the Casion of the council of the capital
Prague for a long time. Within the Parliament & ®zech Republic the Polish minority has
its representative in the Senate (2 senators -obrtke Union of Freedom and one of the
Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia). In the i@har of deputies the Polish minority
has one deputy (of the Union of Freedom) Nevertislthese representatives are not the
advocates of Polish interests in the right sengbefvord because they defend the interests
of their political party. At the parliamentary ldwbere is no body which would guarantee the
minorities regular participation in the solutionmbblems which relate to their rights. At the
level of the government and the Ministry of Edueati Youth and Sports there are




consultative bodies where the members of the Palistority have their representatives (3
members in the Council and 1 member in consultdtodies of respective ministry).

3c) The use of the minority * s language in privaded public life

In private life the members of the Polish minonitse Polish (or dSin dialect) without any
inhibition and limitation. In public life and commication with authorities the atmosophere
for the trouble-free use of mother tongue is notfevourable. This results from the absence
of bilingual insciptions on the authorities and lbuildings on one hand and unwillingness
of the clerks on the other.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minority laaguage

Although Register of Births, Marrianges and Deatttd admits the use of names and
surnames in Polish language, the authoritieststill to Czechicise them. Registry offices are
slow in affirmative disposing the application foragting the certificate of birth with the
applicant “s first name in his mother tongue {nethe form in which it was registered in the
register of birthY? The only way is to apply for the change of theneavhich costs 1 000
crowns.

3e) Education

The Polish educational system in the Czech Republa part of the state one. In spite of
strong assimilation pressures (in 1960 Polish sishwere attended by 10 700 pupils while in
1989 by only 5 400 pupils) the system of Polishosth under Czech conditions is still
unique. At the beginning of the school-year 200@8¢his system consisted of 28 primary
schools (16 incomplete ones), 1 grammar school Roltsh classes at several secondary
schools. In addition, there were 36 kindergartéesd. In the school-year 2002/2003 primary
schools with Polish as a teaching language weended by about 3 500 pupils. Since 1
January 2003 this system has been undergoing eéwitianges. Every school had to become
a legal person or - in case of small number of Isupmerge with another school into one
legal person. Due to this reform which was impletaednn the second half of 2002 almost all
Polish kindergartens as separate subjects wereddicpd (only 4 of 36 kindergartens
remained separate while others merged with theese®&olish or Czech school into one legal
person). Even the number of schools with Polish saching language decreased (only 20 of
28 schools remained separate). 6 small Polish $&hoerged with larger ones ( as their
dislocated workplaces) and 2 schools (in KoSaraia Ropice) had to merge into the Czech
legal person. This led to the end of the indepen&atish educational system. At variance
with pro-European integration policy and Europstandards the state released itself from
responsibility for the minority educational systemmd transferred it to communities which
often suffer from the lack of finances for the aagm of one school - to say nothing of two
ones (i.e. Czech and Polish). Since 1 January B80dhas not imposing upon neighbouring
communities to compensate expenses on pupils afva sthool. This measure omits the
specific character of &in region where are both Czech schools and thitbeRaslish as a
teaching language. The teachers of schools witlsiiPak a teaching language in the Czech
Republic are educated above all at the Ostraveetsity. Since 1995 their postgradual study,
preparation of syllabuses, plans and textbook®cteh and translation of textbooks for
Polish schools has been ensured by PedagogicateClentthe Polish Minority Educational
System inCesky Tsin established by the Ministry of Education, Youahd Sports. For
keeping the existing position of the Polish edwral system the participation and aid of the
state is necessary. Because of the small numharpits most of Polish schools have to apply
for an exception from law with respect to the numifepupils in one class.

%9 See Note N.58.



3f) Cultural activities
The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cledng

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatioin the language of the national minority
(periodicals, non-periodicals, radio and televisicmoadcasting)

Thanks to state grants 4 periodicals in Polishigseed, i.e. the every-other daBtos Ludu,
the fortnightly Nasza Gazetkand the monthlieZwrot and Kurier Polski. In addition, the
monthliesJutrzenkaand Ogniwofor pedagogical purposes and the fortnightly of weterans
Wiarus (without state subsidiegre published. Radio broadcasting in Polish langudd
minutes a day) is ensured by the Czech Radio Gstildwe issue of the broadcasting of Polish
programmes within the regional programmes of thea®a studio of the Czech Television is
being disussed.

4) The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

The manifestations of intolerance and discrimimatiowards the Polish minority occur
rarely. If any, they are the acts of individualsr Example there were some attempts to limit
the long-term practice of the use of Czech andsRdinguages in various institutions (the
limitation of the use of Polish during liturgies).

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activitigf public authorities

The most problematic legal regulation relatinghte Polish minority is theprovision 8§ 29 of
Act N. 128/2000 Coll. on Communities which chargfes members of the community with
asking for introducing the names of communities buaidings of state administration bodies
in Polish by means of petitions. Such a provisisrdiscriminating. In addition, it incites
passions, sets on the Poles against the Czechb@@rechs against the Poles and instigates
creating the lists of the ,burdensome® membershef national minority. The proofs of this
fact can be found in many articles in Czech newspap

Also the regulation of the minority educational teys has negative impact. The
establishment, cancellation and operation of prynsahools falls fully within the competence
of communities and the state releases itself fresponsibility for minority schools. In
addition, it does not provide the communities witiancial contributions to covering the
increased expenses on the operation of minoritgash

6. Problems in the minority “s life

In the opinion of the Polish minority the most mieg issue is the superficial awareness of
the graduates and students of Czech schools dfishary of the Polish national minority in
TéSin Silesia. Due to this ignorance the Poles aresidered to be immigrants and exotic
strangers who ,eat Czech bread and sing PolishsSsohtpst of the Poles have been pointing
out this problem for many years. In the past it wasresolved and therefore it deepens more
and more. The graduates of Czech schools do not amray from their forms any positive
picture of the Poles in the Czech Republic. Theeothig problem is the fact that the
Moravian-Silesian region carries out a minorigligy which is in contradiction with the
minority policy of the government and central auitis. The minority feels it to be
wrongdoing because it is not allowed to deciddfitse its affairs. For example in case of a
competitive bidding with respect to the functionaoflirector of an educational facility it can
not delegate its representative to the competiteenmission as its legal member. A
consultative vote in this commission is not satidey for the minority. Much ado results
from the problem of permission to the graduatesPofish universities to execute the
profession of a doctor in the Czech Republic. &ib697 the Ministry of Health has been
granting the permission to execute the doctor 6$egsion to a Czech citizen who graduated
in Poland only after the validation of his diploraad so-called approbation exam which
should ,verify the compatibility and level of heslucation with respect to the requirements of



Czech health services.” The members of the Polistonity with Czech citizenship consider
the duty to pass this exam to be wrongdoing. Theycanvinced that this measure is the
direct discrimination of doctors and the attemptptevent from increasing the number of
Polish intellectuals in ZaolZi because the memhsrghe Polish minority with Czech
citizenship who ask for the permission to exechtedoctor “s profession on the territory of
the Czech Republic are evaluated in the same whyedsreigners form exotic countries who
have nothing to do with the Czech Republic with &xeeption of their will to work. In the
past similar problems related also to the graduatdesaw Faculties. They had solved their
problem before court and they succeded.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive eghes of creating conditions for the development
of the minority, co-operation with public admins#tion bodies etc.)

Communication with some central authorities is godadividual persons show their
understanding and good will.

7. The own evaluation of the minority ~ s position

The Polish minority is very active in all fieldsgWorganised and stimulated. As a minority
society it requires certain conservativism fordesselopment. From time to time this feature
can seem fallaciously to be negative. The Polescarengaged in their problems which they
are not often able to solve by themselves. Th@eeixthe support of the Czech society but
mostly in vain. The state does not facilitate tipasition at all.

6.6. ROMA MINORITY

1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleandhe representative of the minority
point out the fact that less and less people inCthech Republic declare their membership in
the Roma minority. This situation is alarming ahdsiexpected that it will even get worse
(see clause 4).

2. The survey of organisations
2a) The types of organisations and their structure

In principle the situation has hot changed. Mosbajanisations have local character and
their competence is limited (sometimes within oaegé family). There are only several
organisations whose competence exceeds this framwer Democratic Alliance of the
Romain Valasské Metici, Dzennoin PragueAssociation of Regional Roma Representatives
in Rokycany andAssociation of the Roma in Moravia Brno. The more and more Roma
associations want to transform into beneficiaryoamsgions which have more opportunities
(to provide services etc.).

2b) Members

In principle the situation has not changed. Onby @issociation of young studertthinganoi
and new associations of professionally seccessfuing people Romea worth while
mentioning.

2c¢) Priorities

The priority of every Roma association is to impéh projects relating to the leisure of
children and young people from disadvantaged enwient. For the implementation of their
aims they have to ensure a worker - for exampleoa& consultant within municipal
authorities, an activist or a student who deal®ama problems - who would draw up the
project and train the Roma members of civil asgmria in the field of the association “s



activities, management of property etc. Otheoniy is to establish community centers
where the Roma could implement their activitiess llso necessary to ask elected authorities
within municipal and regional authorities for thBoeation of non-residential premises to
Roma civil associations. A new positive trend stémtoccur within Roma organisation. Roma
centres (from time to time supported by local Roroanmunities) which have ever been
focused on leisure activities like dance and siggiow organise groups whose aim is to give
additional training to Roma children and prepaentifor school. Nevertheless, in the Eoma
environment such a preparation is problematic. Withe above activities they sometimes
co-operate with the students of secondary schowsuaiversities in a community or a town
who then become qualified teachers of childrennditey similar educational facilities. The
state should support this trend and enable to aserdhe number of such teachers. The
additional training groups should focus on theppration of selected Roma pupils for
entrance examinations at secondary schools aneénsities. Other important foci of interest
are sport, culture, social activities and the mation of Roma periodicals, i.e. not only those
which get government subsidies (see below) but thiese which are published by regional
associations - for examphéevo DzZivipenissued by the association of the same nanitegké
Budgjovice.

2d) Main annual planned activities of the minoritys organisations

See above. Step by step the popularity of Intevnati Day of the Roma (8 April) is
increasing.
2e) The presentation of the minority ~ s organisats on the Internet

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleangthe only new address is
www.romea.cz(the association of professionally successful gomeople). According to
accessible information from non-profit organisatiand parties in South-Bohemian region no
organisation has its own internet pages. Informagioout these organisations are accessible on
the internet addresses of municipal and metropoditahorities. It will be necessary to convince
these organisations that they should create theirioternet pages.

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of matal minorities
2a) Association

There are no obstacles to association. Every iddali or group can establish his/its
association freely.

3b) Participation in the solution of problems conteng the rights of minorities (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorites and state adistration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiemnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

The members of the Roma minority have no represeatan the Chamber of Deputies. At
the central level of state adminsitration 5 Rom@lkeyees work (2 in the Ministry of the
Interior, 1 in the Ministry of Labour and Socialfairs, 1 in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1
in the Ministry of Transport and Communications dnih the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports).

In addition, the Roma have their repreentativehénconsultative bodies of the government:
a) Government Council for the Affairs of the Roma Coumity. It has 26 members - 14 of
them are the Roma who represent individual regiand 12 - representatives state

administration (deputy ministers of key ministriesf) the Council Office 3 Roma worked
in 2002;

b) Government Council for National Minorities. The R@minority is represented there by
3 members; one Roma works in the secretariat oEthencil.



At every Regional Authority a new function of Roma-ordinator of Roma consultants was
established. Empowered Local Authorities disposspafcialists, pedagogical assistants and
fieldworkers. The number of persons who deal in Rgroblems is not still sufficient. After
parliamentary elections in 2002 no Roma represgstsinority in Chamber of Deputies of
the Parliament of the Czech Republic (Monika Midtlava, the deputy of the Union of
Freedom, did not candidate once more).

3c) The use of the minority “s language in privada public life

Roma language is more and more driven out as aeanétingue and replaced by ,Czech®
which has insufficiencies both in vocabulary andngmar. The fact that the Roma leave their
language is often connected with the attempt torigetf the bonds with Roma civilisation
(,romipen“) because of social atmosphere - i.ersiea to the Roma - that is hardly born
even by those who put up with their ethnicity alnalttforces them to disown - either partly or
totally - their Roma origin.

Driving Roma language out is facilitated also bg tact that the Roma come into touch with
their mother tongue only in their households. Trsblem relates especially to young people:
they do not hear Roma language from the televisiot if they hear it from the radio, it
happens very exceptionally. Roma language is ned a$ school and both Roma and other
pupils come to know nothing of the Roma culture. tB& other hand, it is possible to meet
Roma students of secondary schools and universitiesdo not speak Roma but they want
learn it and revive their bonds with the Roma ¢ation. Nevertheless, the chance that their
dream will come true is still minimal. It is notfficult to explain why such a tendency is
typical of the students of secondary - and not arym schools: the awareness of own identity
always results from the higher level of educatidnch provides not only knowledge but also
necessary self-confidence. The Roma pupils of pgirsahools should have the opportunity
to cultivate their language and acquire its writterm because at home they can not do it.
Nevertheless, the optional teaching of Roma at gmnand secondary schools as well as at
universities is today almost impossible becauseheflack of Roma scholars, i.e people
capable to teach Roma language at the profesdievel In this situation the young Roma
who would like to revive their bonds with the Rowigilisation remain in the half of their
way. The first step towards the realisation of @is1 consists in increasing the number od
students of Roma studies not only in Prague bwi atsother universities. Although the
representatives of universities have good willyehis still the lack of experts who would be
able to teach this branch of study.

In the worst situation are children whose pareotsiot speak Roma at home but bad Czech.
Most of Roma families living on the territory ofehCzech Republic speak their ,mother"
tongue, especially Slovak (with East-Slovak accd®écent development in Bohemia is more
favourable to the second alternative: Roma langwaljesurvive as the language of beautiful
stories, songs, folklore and solemn occasions wherRoma will converse with one another
in order to express ritually their national idepntiNormally - even at home - they will speak
the language of the majority and during internaglaneetings they will speak English.

When Lady-Minister of Education, Youth and Sporttr® Buzkova appreciated along with
other pedagogues also Milena Hibschmannova, theaRsmmolar, and Eva Davidova, the
well-known ethnographer, it was the expressionespect for Roma language. In addition,
the appreciation of ethnographer Eva Davidova leyNinister of Culture can be considered
a very positive signal. Nevertheless, the mostafalki of all honours is the Order of Merits
granted to Milena Hilbschmannova and ing. Karel hielo by president Vaclav Havel.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minoritylanguage



Roma surnames are stil preserved but there are peome (in mixed families) who have
their surnames changed according to those of gatners from the majority society. Also
most current Roma names are still used, but yoamgnts tend more and more to give their
children modern ones taken over from Sweden andaBdgr well-known world film stars.

3e) Education

Education has the principal importance for the Rooeenmunity. Most of problems,
especially social ones, result directly from the level of education. It is difficult for many
Roma children to stand up to the Czech educatsysiem. When they start to attend school
in the age of six they have not social, motoric Emgjuage skills needed for the entrance at
the first grade of primary school. Many Roma atgld do not speak Czech at home and
therefore they do not master it. It means that theyot know the Czech culture and lifestyle
and land themselves in troubles, if they want smdtup to the majority of Czech pupils in
their class.

Many of these children live in troublesome familgagfering from long-term unemployment
and financial and social difficulties. Due to tlfégt the large portion of such families do not
trust in the Czech society including schools. Thaye no motivation to initiate and support
the education of their children. That is why relaly many Roma children have not chance to
enter the first grade of primary school. If so\tlaee expelled during the first school-year. In
these cases they can be transferred to a ,preparaess” where the lessons run in small
groups consisting of both Roma and Czech childrigh the postponement of the attendance
at school, learning problems and psychical insigficies.

The aim of preparatory classes is to prepare pdpilsng one year for the entrance at the first
grade of normal primary school. Nevertheless, dely Roma parents send their five-year or
six-year children to preparatory classes. This Umgness has several reaasons.

- Roma parents do not feel that education is impoftartheir children;

- it seems that there is a financial barrier whick hagative impact (for example paying
dinners, teaching aids, school-fees etc.);

- other barrier consists in the lifestyle of unemgdyfamilies. The parents have adopted
the changed all-day rhytm and unwillingness toqrenfany obligation. They are not able
to prepare children for school, go and see whettiey washed, dressed and took their
breakfast and send or accompany them to schoolerNeless, the problem relates also
to children themselves, because they are older shapears and attendance at school is
compulsory for them. Absence and cutting lessoasissues to which attention must be
paid.

The representatives of the Roma community feel thet is one of issues that has the

strongest impact on their position in our countfythe society accepts the fact that most of

Roma children enter the first grade of school wiité ignorance of language and social (not

mental) handicap, it will attempt at the solutidntliis problem adequately and effectively.

One of the solutions this problem is to take adwgatof the function of a Roma pedagogical

assistant at classes with Roma pupils. At firsisihecessary to consider whether such a

pedagogue is qualified enough to educate childfethe Roma minority. When preparing

himself for his profession he does not get in toudtih basic information about the Roma
culture, history etc. It must be difficult for hitn approach Roma pupils at his class. From the
very beginning he should prevent from the intolemn@sponses of other pupils and explain
less evident differences between both groups. Wniately, teaching at a primary school
does not enable to give children objective infoioraabout the Roma culture which would
allow them the correct insight into the complexkgemn of the co-existence of the Roma with
the majority society and their integration. Infotioa about the Roma culture is absent also



in textbooks for primary schools. Certain progresthe thought of students can be registered
at secondary schools for which the organisatdan in Needdrew up the manual of
intercultural upbringing. This manual includes tbeparate publication ,Chapters of the
History of the Roma“. The question is whether aod lthis manual is utilised.

It is a pity that the time for forming future pasnof view - i.e. the time of attendance at
primary school - based upon intercultural upbriggmas been wasted. School is still a hostile
environment for many Roma. The Roma scholars krwaw the success of a Roma child at
school necessitates friendly personal communicdtietveen school (teacher) and family.
Without such a communication failures will continaled there will be no chance to change
existing situation. Such a change necessitates rmarle energy and work of teachers but
under existing conditions it is not possible tofifuhis task. Nevertheless, more effective
variant of taking the load off a teacher “s ba@nthis co-operation with a Roma assistant has
not been found yet.

It is evident that certain educational role is pldyalso by some Roma media, especially
magazines. In addition, the foundatiddsw SchooandVududcan be helpful. Unfortunately,
information about the Roma and other minorities has been icluded in the curricula of
history, music education, literature &%t.

3f) Cultural activities

The Roma culture is characterised by songs, poking tales, music, dance, plastic arts and
so-called pseudoculture.

There are many poets, writers and musicians amosmdrbma. They have been working on
the top of so-called Roma representative culturerfany years. The Roma are traditionally
embued with music and dance. Every Roma is a namgiéilthough this slogan is not valid
absolutely, distinctive and often outstanding music indoubtedly one of the best
contributions of the Roma culture and the tradaicrorner-stone of the identity of the Roma.
The Roma are still perfect professional musicigithough some of their bands are unique
they are not commercially successful and remairmjoiuwith respect to mass media. It is
good that at least the tratition of handicraftgriture etc. has been preserved.

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatioin the language of the national minority
(persiodicals, non-periodicals, readio and televisibroadcasting, Internet etc.)

4 Roma periodicals - partly in Roma language -Amaro gendalos, Kereka, Romano Kurko
and Romano Hangobave been publishedn addition, the project for the publication of the
magazineRomano Vodwas submitted in 2003. Some of those who implerttgaminority
press projects have problems with accountancyopedation. This year a new programme of
grants will be announced.

Programmes in Roma&pma vakerenstill have their broadcasting time in the CzeddR.
Thanks to the civil associatidZenothe first Roma internet radio in the Czech Repubias
established under the titlRadio Rota Internationalhe attractive programme in Roma,
Czech and English gives the listeners all ovenmtbdd new information about world events,
the Roma, Roma music hit-parades etc.

As to the Czech Television, it is possible to rebitkfor the absence of any programme in
Roma and documents relating to the Roma culture. st programme of this kind was the
previous cycle ,Children of the Moment* (1999) whiin 20-minute sequences provided

%9 |t is worth asking some young Roma to elaboraterésting projects and submit them for approvaé Th

most modern technologies - CDs etc. - should besedi. One of these projects is being elaboratedhley
association ROMEA headed by Jarmila BalaZzova.



documents of high artistic quality on various featuof ,romipen“ and cultural themes. The
Roma can take part only in such discussion progresnoh the Czech Television which relate
directly to respective Roma issue. The Roma therasatonsider this to be a mistake. If they
are really an integral part of the society as alejh@hy can not they participate in any TV
programme which does not deal in Roma problems? eknsting situation proves that the
society still does not respect them. Are the emgasyof the Czech television more than
ordinary citizens of this state? On the other hdhere are still few programmes which deal
in this delicate and actual question on professiand constructive basis (i.e. the solution of
concrete problems). The public opinion researclowshthat the majority society considers
co-existence with the Roma to be one of the larngesilems. Nevertheless, it seems from TV
screen as if this problem is negligible.

The representatives of the minority appreciate operthe shopRomenin Prague and
organisingkhamoro Roma World Festivain the opinion of some people the government
subsidies and grants of individual ministries aifeused to no avail in many small festivals
instead of the support of long-term projects. le thpinion of others regional cultural
activities are necessary because they are acae$sitiie Roma anywhere out of Prague. The
only festival can not contribute to the preservatod the Roma culture in all regions of the
Czech Republic.

4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimiti@ns towards the minority

The Roma are more and more afraid of the acknowl®égt of their origin because it is an
obstacle for them. This fact can be proved by themmlary case of one Roma woman in
Hradec Kralové whose potential employer mentionedailLabour Agency form that he
refused to admit her to work because of her Romai@ty. This case was presented in mass
media and the woman has chance to succeed befare®@d\Nevertheless, her case is a
normal thing experienced by many Roma.

Efforts exerted on preventing from continual verdadl physical attacks gaianst the Roma are
still vain. In addition, young Roma are still keptit of discothéques, clubs etc. This fact
humilites young Roma and leads them to set themselyp as the members of other
etnicities®” The first steps to the solution of this problenvédideen made in co-operation
with civil initiatives in the Czech Republic: thergblems of the refusal of service in
restaurants, offences, ordering out of public ag#gringement of Act on the Protection of a
Consumer etc. are being solved. Unfortunately, mhmber of the cases physical racism
(attacks, deaths etc.) does not decrease.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activitgf public auhorities

In the opinion of the Roma - and especially theangultants - the reform of public
administration was not efficient because the nundfeRoma employees dealing in this
problem decreased. The function of a Roma assistashtconsultant still is not registerd in
catalogues of jobs in Labour Agencies.

The application of law in the course of sanctiognihe various manifestations of racism is
not sufficient. In addition, there is no law on tiguidation of all forms of discrimination.
Since 1993 the problem of employment and housindy@fRoma in the Czech Republic has
not been solved. Young Roma families have no chaocbuy a house or a flat. This
necessitates the extensive support and activityeoRoma non-profit organisations.

%) |t would be useful to initiate the establishmehta group which would deal in mapping similaressact
as a ,testing" team and collect evidentiary facts.

%2 It is worth considering to engage important Ramd other personalities to participate in orgamishe
campaign against racism and motivate other Romadtlition, their example could be a positive sigonalthe
majority society.



It is necessary to speed up the preparations agdtingons of Anti-discrimination Act
(which is one of the preconditions for the admissod the Czech Republic to EU). Up till
now its legilative preparation has not staft8dThis Act would determine that during the
investigation of possible discrimination a burdémof is on an accused person and not on
a victim.

Act on the Rights of National Minorities is formahd insufficient because it does not enable
the access of the representatives of national nitie® to local and regional elected
authorities. Committees for National Minorities st of the elected representatives of local
and regional authorities who need not be the mesniifeihese minorities.

In most of cases the Czech Commercial Inspectiomads able to punish those who
discriminate the Roma (in services and publicituisdns) including the owners of premises.
Even if a wrongful act is repeated, an offender Trade Permit Certificate is not usually
seized. In addition, it is not possible to entéavasuit for a harm to dignity. Due to this fact it
stands to reason that young Roma break themselvashabit to visit other than Roma
restaurants and clubs. Thus their traditional tsmtais becoming deeper and deeper.

The problem of social isolation of the Roma is sdiwneither by the above steps nor by
evicting the troublesome Roma tenants from states fio slums. This practice is more and
more frequent in our country. Deteriorated housiagditions affect above all ,troublesome*
Roma children whose successful start to life ipgdised. On the other hand, the rest of the
society does not profit from the eviction of troesbme Roma to slums at all - on the
contrary, soon it will face another - and even éargproblem. It is necessary to fall thinking
of this situation and prevent from similar trends.

Another insufficiency which can be removed is tlaetfthat both state and municipal
policemen are not educated in the field of intdrtgal issues. The aversion of policemen to
the Roma is evident. If this aversion is to be reaibin the whole society, it will be
necessary to pay special attention to policemen.

Another problem consists in the indolence of thaetg over the situation of all minorities in
our country. Such a phenomenon shows somethingensaour society. Due to it this theme
should be continuously and reasonably discussethanstate television within the main
programme schedule and in appropriate broadcaisires.

6. Problems in the minority “s life

Large unemployment results in the poverty of thenRanhabitants.The government of the
Czech Republic should elaborate certain progranmooecgption) for removing the threat of

unemployment. In the field of education it is nesa@yg to convince the Roma inhabitants on
the importance of self-education and pay attentomhe education of children and young
people. Educational process should start in thespheol age of a child by means of his
placing in kindergartens and pre-school classeglwhre available in almost every town in
the Czech Republic. The largest problem of the Reoramunity is housing. The lack of

finances for paying rentals and services causesRibraa many problems with keeping

families together. Young families should attempolataining own flats (by means of building

save, mortrages, loans etc.).

%9 The remark of the sponsor of a bill: in accordawité the legislative plan of the government thé oit
the ensurance of equal treatment and protectiomstgdiscrimination is to be submitted until 30 Mar2003
(the interdepartmental circulation of a draft bftbr comments ended on 14 March 2003). The bill ceduto
sections will be submitted to the government WBitilAugust 2003.



Another problem is racism. It is necessary to ligie all extremistic organisations, prevent
from their demonstrations and attacks againstiaens regardless their race and points of
view, liquidate so-called latent racism againsteottitizens and adapt the thought of people
to the conditions of a multicultural society befdne admission of the Czech Republic to EU.
Nevertheless, according to some people the ligwdaif extremistic organisations does not
solve the problem. Thus the society does not igebfrextremists. The only result is their
change-over to illegality where they will go on imamg. In addition, their well-wishers would
consider them to be ,heroes”. It is necessary tehhese organisations under control and
therefore it is recommended to permit their denmatisins during which they will be under
surveillance of arms of the law. This variant isté&ethan their conspirations.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive eghes of creating conditions for the development
of the minority, co-operation with public adminisition bodies etc.)

Since 1990 the solution of Roma problems has beegrgssing. Many Roma study at
secondary schools and universities and their nunmoeeases continuously. More and more
young people are interested in their contributmeommon efforts in this field. The attitude
of the state towards the Roma starts to be openhamnd is a chance that the problems will be
really solved. It is necessary to appreciate th@@md new conception of the intergation of
the Roma community into the society and the sa#ibn of various programmes of the
government of the Czech Republic concernig thisesfor example Programme of the
Support of Roma Students of Secondary SchoolsUamdersities, fieldwork programmes,
introduction of 14 coordinators into Regional Autlies all over the Czech Republic,
preparatory classes, support to the non-profitasethe continuous implementation of the
pilot programme concerning the admission of the bens of national minorities to the
function of the employees of the Police of the @z&epublic and Roma pedagogical
assistants etc.). Many procedures are still slagdvaordinated insufficiently.

8. The own evaluation of the minority “s position
Many indices are better but much more of them restade their improvement.

6.7. RUTHENIAN MINORITY

1. The own estimation of the numner of the membefghe minority and its settlement

The qualified estimation is very dificcult becauke number of the Ruthenians in the Czech
Republic is very variable (even from the historipaint of view). Hardly any ethnicity was
affected by such an official liquidation of its ;ma“. It happened to the Ruthenians after
Worls War 1l when the territory of Sub-Carpathibdikraine was annected by the USSR.
While according to the census in 2001 1 106 Rutreniive in the Czech Republic, in fact
this number is much higher. It results from thet that the Ruthenian ethnicity was oficially
»-abolished" and its members in the whole ,Eastdock’ had to accept either Ukrainian or
Czech/ Slovak citizenship. Although it is provéait after the annexation of Sub-Carpathian
Ukraine to the USSR many Ruthenians decided totthes®® Czechoslovakia, during
following years they had to put up with the fdwt their ethnicity in fact did not exist. It is
understandable that they preferred either CzecBlmrak ethnicity over the Ukrainian one
(census-papers did not include the column ,Ruthehia

These people - and their descendats - gradualiyndet®d or during the communist era
resiged from their origin and lost any motivatiomdaneed to identify themselves with an
ethnicity to which they have ever belonged. Thisaion more or less survives even now.



Nevertheless, many Ruthenians have been resettiige Czech Republic from Slovakia
and Romania (these people live now in the northegions of the Czech Republic).

In addition, many persons from Sub-Carpathia whavithin occasional ,non-official
communication” - declared their membership in thghRenian minority have been living and
working in the Czech Republic for a long time (altilgh their number is difficult to estimate).

The settlement of the Ruthenians in the Czech Rapisbdispersed. Most of them live in
Prague, Northern Bohemia and Northern Moravia amdesof them in Central and Southern
Moravia.

The relatively reliable ,indicator® of the numbef the Ruthenians is the Roman Catholic or
Orthodox church and their liturgies and pilgrimageswhich many believers of church
communities from all regions of the Czech Reputale part.

2. The survey of organisations
2a) The types of organisations and their structure

Association of the Friends of Sub-Carpathian UkegialFSU) with its Ruthenian section was
founded in 1990. By its original name it followed with the similar organisation working in
the Czechoslovak Republic before World War Il. AF&&sociates both the members of the
Ruthenian minority and the Czech well-wishers ob-&larpathian region, its natives and
people who are interested in the history, presedtrature of Sub-Carpathia and tourism on
its territory. AFSU is a member o¥World Organisation of the Rutheniarsnd has
representatives in its supreme body, Warld Council of the Rutheniank.has its branches
in Brno, Jindichiiv Hradec andCesky T3in. Every year it organises its regular general
meeting which evaluates the activities of the pasiperiod, approves the action programme
and elects the Executive Committee.

Other organisation i©bg’estvo Rusinowhich associates the Ruthenians on the territbry o
the Czech Republi¥¥)

2b) Members

AFSU has now 902 members and tens of non-organisgtiwishers (for example the
subscribers of its magazine). Totally it has aldd0 members and well-wishers.

In addition, the organisation has members abrohdy Participate in its activities inter alia
by articles in the magazirneodkarpatska RuéSub-Carpathian Ukraine), lectures organised
by the National Museum and donations (mostly fer likmanitarian aid to the Ruthenians in
Sub-Carpathian Ukraine).

2c) Priorities

The main priorities are the restoration and develeqt of the Ruthenian identity, the support
of activities in the country and abroad, the cagnitand study of the history and actual
problems of the Ruthenians, cultural, educatiomad aditorial activities, the support of
cognitive and touristic trips across Sub-Carpathidkraine and co-operation with the
organisations of Ruthenian national minorities itov&kia, Hungary, Sub-Carpathian
Ukraine, Poland, U.S.A. and Canada. Further prezritare the collection of documents,
photographs and artifacts from ther history of Rwghenians (several years ago an agreement
was concluded with Department of Modern Historyhef National Museum in Prague which
aids in the collection and registration of the abdecuments), the increase of the number of
the members of AFSU (including non-organised pesseho are interested in the activity of

) AFSU has no concrete information about the reahmer of the members adbb&estvo Rusinov.
Nevertheless, it co-operates with this organisatiater alia the preparation of the common extdlpition
Ruthenians in 2003.



this organisation) recruited from the members ef Ruthenian minority, and the more active
participation of young people in the organisatisnactivities.

2d) Main planned annual activities of the minoritys organisation

Educational and editorial activities are being eredd. Other priorities are lectures and
informal meetings and co-operation with other orgations (National Museum, Masaryk
Democratic Movement, cultural institutions) in onggng lectures and exhibitions, especially
the exhibitions of photographs (for example theveahing exhibition of snaps by
photographer Rudolf Stursa in Sub-Carpathian Ukrathis exhibition succeded in many
towns in the Czech Republic including Brno and Beagnd interest in it has not fallen off up
till now. Other exhibitions were - and will be -lden Jindichav Hradec, Nové StraSeci,
M¢lnik and many other localities of the Czech Rem)bliAFSU issues the series
Podkarpatska Rusvhich include many scientific studies, memorialwnes, documents,
historical and politological studies and even Isl&tres (within the editiowerchoving. Six
times a year the magazirfeodkarpatska Russ issued, since 2003 partly in Ruthenian
language. Along with other Ruthenian organisation$rans-Carpatian region AFSU issues
Czech-Ruthenian Calendar. In 2002 the bust of geesi T.G.Masaryk made by sculptor
Josef Vaice was unveiled in Uzhorod in co-operatwath these organisations (especially
Club of T.G.Masaryk) and in the presence of Petiai, the Chairman of the Senate of the
Czech Republic, and other politicians. AFSU sufgporganising cognitive and touristic trips
to Sub-Carpathian Ukraine (organised by the travghiagency” within SPPR Sub-Carpatia
- about 10 trips a year). For several seasonsrije iave been complicated by introducing
the duty of visas with Ukraine. In spite of thigtf#he trips are still organised.

2e) The presentation of the minority “s organisat®on the Internet

The internet pages of these organisations are loegaded.

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of matal minorities

3a) Association

As mentioned above, the members of the Ruthenitiona minority live dispersed on the
whole territory of the Czech Republic. They keepmptual contacts by means of regular
general meetings of AFSU, meetings and informaltmge organised by its branches as well
as cultural and social activities (for example tagumeetings in the caféavkg. An
important platform for discussions and mutual comiwation is a magazine. The members of
the Ruthenian minority communicate by means of dmes (the Greek-Catholic church with
which the organisation maintain contacts but whieave to be strenghtened and also the
Orthodox one with which the contacts are beingdistaed).

3b) Participation in the solution of problems congeng the rights of minorities (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorities and statenaidistration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiesnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

The minority co-operates with Government Council Kational Minorities, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Czech Foreign Institute, Praguel &rno Metropolitan Authorities and
elected authorities of other towns (for examplei&t).

3c) The use of the minority “s language in privadad public life

Because of the small number of the Rutheniansdian the territory of the Czech Republic
there is no problem; the bilingu@lzech-Ruthenian Calendaias been published for several
years.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minorityaaguage

This item is not specified.

3e) Education



The cycles of lectures about the history and ptteskethe Ruthenians, the territory on which
they lived (live) and the actual issues of Sub-@tran Ukraine have been organised for
several years. In co-operation with Departmeri¥lofiern History of the National Museum a
similar project is being elaborated. Some actigiti@gformal meetings, lectures) within
Masaryk Democratic Movemeand the publications ot the editi®odkarpatska Ruas well

as the lectures and editorial activities of therespntatives of AFSU in the mass media and
on the occasion of cultural and educational aetisihave educational character.

3f) Cultural activities
See above 2c) and 2d).

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatioin the language of the national minority
(periodicals, non-periodicals, radio and televisbnoadcasting, Internet etc.)

See above 3c).
4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

The members of the Ruthenian minority have no epee with the manifestations of
intolerance or discrimination. In the Czech majorgociety they meet with good will,
understanding, support and aid, if needed. Thisdac be proved by the spontaneous respond
to appeals for humaitarian aid (for example in aaisoods and landslip in Sub-Carphatian
Ukraine several years ago). Such a sympathy eesudr alia from the awareness of the fact
that thousands of the Ruthenians fought bravetii@enCzech troops during World War 11.

As to the attitude of the representatives of ofiaimganisations, AFSU meets with

understanding and support. It is worth while mamtig that on the occasion of unveiling the
bust of T.G.Masaryk several Czech politicians cameaJzhorod. This mutual respect is

intensified also by the fact that the RuthenianSuib-Carpathian Ukraine take up a realistic -
not a romantic - attitude towards their historyeqant and especially future. It is also
remarkable that the awareness of the membershiphen Czech society prevents the
Ruthenians from any contact with mafias from fori@ewiet Union.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public authorities
This item is not specified.
6. Problems in the minority “s life

Recently the Czech party enetered into contact with Embassy of Ukraine and some
organisations which associate the members of thraihllan national minority. The edges of
mutual relations which sometimes had occured weweshed up, inter alia thanks to
favourable atmosphere in Government Council foridwatl Minorities. It is possible to
believe that in the early future useful co-opematith the Ukrainians will be established.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive egles of creating conditions for the development
of the minmority, co-operation with public administtion bodies etc.)

In addition to the activity of Government Counadr fNational Minorities it is possible to
mention also the activity of Commmision for Natibdinorities in Prague Metropolitan
Authority and interest of Brno authorities in thenk of

the local branch of AFSU.

8. The own evaluation of the minority” s position.

It is evident from the above facts that the Rutaemational minority in the Czech Republic
IS not numerous. Although their position in theistccorresponds it, the Ruthenians could
be more active in all respects. A lot of artistsRoithenian origin (according to the family tree
of one of both parents) play an important rolehia tultural life of the Czech Republic (for
example guitar player &an Rak, painter ili Sopko, film and theatre director Ladislav



Smoljak etc.) When queried by newspapermen duniggviews they willingly acknowledge
their origin but in public they scarcely ever astthe members of the Ruthenian ethnicity.
This fact does not relate to VIPs only. What a pitgt the Ruthenians living in the Czech
Republic neither feel pride in their ethnicity rprt it over in cultural and other fields.

6.8. RUSSIAN MINORITY
1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

The estimation oscilates between 16 - 20 000 pergtwe exact calculation is difficult for
many reason®) Most of Russian-speaking emigrants do not feelrted to acknowledge
their ethnicity, inter alia because both in Rudtanpire and Soviet Union the ethnic groups
mixed within the culture presented in Russian laggu The Russians are settled on the
whole territory of the Czech Republic. Most of théwe in Prague, Karlovy Vary, Brno and
other larger towns.

2. The survey of organisations
2a) The types of organisations and their structure

Most of organisations are civil associatiof®ugsian Tradition, Russian Institute, Russian
Obcina, Qrag). Some associations are informal and unregistered.

2b) Members

The estimation of registered members is about 3p@dfons.

2c) Priorities

Priorities vary according to the activity of indivial organisations. All these organisations
attempt at good relations and better mutual unadedshg with the majority society as well as
good mutual relations and confidence among indafidgroups of Russian-speaking
emigrants which differ one another by the motivésemigration, living experience and
culture, mutual cultural enrichment, interest irodand useful relations between the Czech
Republic and their mother country and the admissibthe Czech republic to EU which
promises economic prosperity and access to othirres.

2d) Main plannes anual activities of the minorityg ‘organisations

Such activities are meetings on the occasion ofonapt festivals, cultural programmes
(concerts of classical music, the presentation s and poetry by Russian authors,
exhibitions of plastic arts etc.) and the issuepefiodicals and works of local authors in
Russian language.

2e) The presentation of the minority s organisat®on Internet

In 2002 the web pages of Association of Russiagdage Students ARTEK and Russian
Institute were cancelled for financial reasons.eDtlieb pages are utilised on the commercial
basis, i.e. www.i-ru.cz, www.gazeta.cz, www.prabatz, www.delparga.cztc. Some of
them are the platform for discussion fora and tbenrmunication of the non-organised
members of the minority. Because of the increasmgortance of this medium the
organisations associated within the editorial boafd,Russian Word“ prepare opening
common multilingual web pages.

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of matal minorities
3a) Association

% According to final results of the census in 200dit number is 12 369 persons (see Appendix N. 7).



The biggest obstacle to the association of the neesntif the Russian national minority is the
lack of finances and the absence of appropria@mizes for libraries, videothéques,
phonothéques and archives, organising social attdralactivities and work with young
people for the purposes of deepening the knowlexfgthe Czech history, nationalhood,
culture and social habits as well as following ughvihe cultural traditions of Russia broken
by Bolshevik coup d”état.

The Russian minority has been traditionally asgedianore within the Ortodox church than
in civil associations. It is a paradox that theéh©dox church is the only church in Bohemia
where the number of believers has been increakiogadays it is estimated to be about 100
000 persons. This church unites in Bohemia bothRihgsian and the Ukrainian, Belarusian,
Bulgarian, Greek, Serbian, Ruthenian and other riias (in 10 last years other churches
have registrated the decrease of the number afttkBevers by 30 - 50%).

The Orthodox church in Bohemia at the head of fi®@hristoph, the Prague archbishop,
pays considerable attention to work with new immaigs and young people and makes them
familiar with the moral and ethical values of thieriStian civilisation and democratic society.
The increasing number of people who are intereistéchristianity causes that most of them
can not get into the temples and often have todsiariront of them in every weather. The
lack of premises prevents from organising informadetings, Sunday classes etc. The
Orthodox church owned before the War a piece ofl lanMaria Square in Prague 1 for
building the cathedral. On the basis of agreemditt thhe Metropolitan Authority it provided
this land to the town for building the new Town Hdlhe Metropolitan Authority promised
in the above agreement to allocate to the Orthartaxch a new piece of land as soon as
building the cathedral is possible. Due to politidavelopment it is topical just now but the
Metropolitan Authority does not feel to be boundthg agreement from the twenties of the
last century. Unfortunately, during negotiations tbe purchase of an appropriate piece of
land the commercial interests of enterpreneurspagéerred. This step is considered to be
short-sighted, inter alia because of the contemmgarecrease of the criminality and drug-
dependence of young people. In addition, the caiitynof the citizens of the former Soviet
Union is increasing as well. These people arrivéhan Czech Republic to look for job, but
they live here in terrible conditions and sociallagion and therefore they are often misused
by criminals. The Orthodox church has sufficienperxence, interest and will to deal in these
problems and prevent them. That is why the people @me from the former Soviet Union
and find themselves in a difficult situation takesker at it. Nevertheless, without appropriate
premises and technical equipment which would bead pf the new cathedral it is not
possible to ensure effective aid and preventionhénopinion of the members of the Russian
minority the solution of this problem enables tdveoburdensome problems of both this
minority and the Czech Republic with minimal expesmand their prompt returnability.

3b) Patrticipation in the solution of problemsconagng the rights of minorites (co-operation with
local and regional elected authorities and statdmainsitration bodies, the representation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiesnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communitieis etc.)

The chairman of the civil associatioRussian Traditionworks as a member of the
Commission of the Council of the Capital Prague fdational Minorities. In other
communities such a participation relates to thatsm of individual problems and organising
individual activities.

3c) The use of the minority “s language in privaaed public life

In the private life of the minority Russian langeags utilised to the large extend, even during
communication with the Russian diaspora all oventiorld. In the public life all members of
the Russian minority attempt at learning and spgpkCzech as soon as possible.



Nevertheless, the similar character of both langsaglures to omitting literary Czech and
consequently leads to mistaking the terms and rdewstandings which complicate
communication with authorities. It depends exclabivon the willingness of clerks or

policemen whether a misunderstanding does not ehamg a conflict. That is why the

Russian minority wants to remove these complicationy means of seminars on mutual
adaptability for which it wants to gain the findgadcsupport of the state.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minority laaguage

Complications occur especially in the transcriptidrwomen “s surnames to Czech - but this
is not the problem only of the Russian minority.

3e) Education

In the Czech Republic there is several seconddrgas and universities with Russian as a
teaching language. Lessons are usually paid amdftite it is not acccessible to all social
strata of the minority. The representativeRafssian Institut@megotiates with the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports on the establishmena @rammar school with extendend
lessons of Russian language.. In our opinion tfeklpm could be solved with the increasing
demand for the teaching of Russian language metivhy the economic interest of Czech
and foreign companies in expansion to Russian rwarke

3f) Cultural activities

In 2002 the civil associatioRussian Traditiorsucceeded in gaining the financial support of
the Metropolitan Authority to several seccessfubjgets, i.e. the publication of books
mapping the destiny of the Russian emigrants, ¢hies of concerts of classical music under
the title ,Mutual Permeation and Enrichment of Gz@nd Russian Music in 19th and 20th
Centuries®, creating the editorial board nad prgyathe publication of Russian Wordhe
magazine serving as a source of information anfication of the Russian diaspora and its
organisations.The above association organises mgsetvhich usually include concerts, the
presentation of books by Prague Russian-speakitng,) music and poetry programmes etc.
The limiting factor of these activities is the laagkappropriate and cheap premises in Prague.
This problem should be partially solved by builditige House of National Minorities in
Prague.

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatiam the language of the the national minorities
(periodicals, non-periodicals, radio and televisidmoadcasting, Internet etc.)

Many commercial periodicals which deal also iniggies of the minority “s life, adaptability
and culture, are published in Russian language.JZech Radio broadcasts the 30-minute
programme in Russian language, while the Czechvissd® has the only programme
intended for the Roma minority. In 2002 the civdisaciationRussian Institutessued five-
times the news magazinéesti. As it did not comply with conditions for providing grant
from the State Budget, it had to interrupt this\aigt in the end of the year.

4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

These problems are perceived sensitively espediglihe young people. There are sporadic
cases of discrimination when organisers refusdldavadhe Ukrainians and Russians to enter
discothéques. Much more serious problem is thewietniaof some members of the Foreign
or Transport Police. Although these cases are dpprthey are discussed inside the minority.
The distrust of the objectivity of state adminisitra bodies leads to the fear of the affected
people to witness and thus their cases can notiestigated. The first case when an affected
person was ready to witness was registered in ZDB8.minority evaluates negatively the
behaviour of some policemen who should protect tb@mpatriots working here in inhuman
conditions and on the basis of an expensive worknpeand drawing minimal wages from



extortioners and criminals. Instead of this thegashen themselves require bribes. For many
people this is the first experience with westermderacy.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public activities

The large part of the members of the minority peecéhe attitude of the majority society
(and state administration bodies) towards the ntynas a ,tolerated evil®. This fact
strenghtens the tendency to seclude themselvesthemthers and assume a reserved attitude
both towards state administration bodies and tibbsee members of the minority who try to
improve these relations.

6. Problems in the minority ~ s life

The problem is the diversity of opinions, sceptitiand distrust resulting from previous
historical experience. The emigrants who lookedehtar their asylum from political
persecution and who tried to prevent by educatioomfthe communist putsch in
Czechoslovakia were for these manifestations o#lloy with their new mother country
punished in 1945 - 1946 either by illegal depootatio Gulags or execution. The dislike of
the majority society to distinguish between victiansd offenders was intensified with the
Soviet occupation in 1968 and guilty conscienceabse of colaboration with occupants. In
addition, the contemporary sensation-seeking masiandepicts the Russian minority as the
community of criminals.

7.The examples of good practice (the positive exlEsmf creating conditions for the development
of the minority, co-operation with public administtion bodies etc.)

The minority appreciates the steps of the Pragudrddelitan Authority, Pardubice
Metropolitan Authority and the Ministry of Culturghich provided financial support for the
publication of the boolPrague and Russia out of Ruséya Mgr. |.P.Savickij and the series
of concerts under the title ,Mutual Permeation &mtichment of Czech and Russian Music
in 19th and 20th Centuries”, the promise of finah@upport for the publication of the
periodicalRussian Wordn Russian language and providing premises foistieéal activities
of the associations of the minority etc. Very ga®do-operation with the radio statiGfiRO

7 - Radio Prague which supports its activiti€gech Association of Russian Scholansl a
lot of Czech publicists. This co-operation helpttdremutual knowledge of the minority and
the majority. As soon as the financial situatidiowa, we would like to take advantage of this
knowledge for organising seminars on mutual adalgsab

8. The own evaluation of the minority “s position

The position of the Russian national minority is filom satisfactory situation. The reasons
are mentioned above. On the other hand it mustioktisat the situation since 2002 has been
improving. The most important fact is that thisnlecontinues and strenghtens thanks to the
attitude of Government Council for National Minge&, Prague Metropolitan Authority and
other state administration bodies and local andoned) elected authorities. Some negative
excesses of individuals are compensated by thaedigeattitude of many VIPs of cultural,
social and political life. Unfortunately, the suppmf the government of the Russian
Federation to Russian-speaking minorities abroaubtsstill more than a statement. That is
why the members of the minority appreciate any supprovided by the government of the
Czech republic and local elected authorities.

6.9 GREEK MINORITY

The representative of the Greek minority did nobtio@ any new fact to clauses 2a), 2c¢) 2d),
3a), 4. and 8which would differ from the text published ireport on the Situation of
national Minorities in the Czech republic in 2001.



1. The own estimation of the members of the mingrind its settlement

The Greek community is settled on the territorytteg whole Czech Republic. Most of the
Greeks live in Moravian-Silesian region (Krnov, @st, Sumperk, Jesenikiiffec, Karvina,
Bohumin, Hawuov, Vrbno pod Prastlem, Albrechtice, Osoblaha, RivHrad, Rudoltice,
Krasné Lowky, Staré Purkartice, Jiidhov, Zlaté Hory), South-Moravian region (Brno,
Znojmo, Mikulov, Hevlin) and Prague. Separated fesilive in other localities (for example
Jablonec nad Nisou, Liberec, Hradec Kréalové, JilatySkov, Olomouc, Straznice).

All Greek organisations attempt at the long-terrd apstematic registration of the members
of the Greek minority on the territory of the CzeéRbpublic. IndividualGreek Communities
elaborate their own surveys of citizens. On thasbasmutual co-operation the total number
of the members of the Greek minority is estimatete about 5 000 persoftfs.

The survey of organisations
2b) Members

Association of the Greek Communities in the CzRelpublic has 775 members in 12
communities (Prague - 110 /not updated/, KrnovG At updated/, Ostrava - 87, Brno - 70,
Sumperk - 69, Jesenik - 6Ziffec - 61 /not updated/, Krnov-city - 58, Karvind4, Bohumin

- 50 /not updated/, Haitdv - 36, Vrbno pod Pradem - 18 /not updated.ycée of the Greeks
in the Czech Republicas 109 membersCzech Society of Modern Greek Studias 50
members,Society of the Friends of Nikos Kazantzakés 51 members (not updated) and
Club of the Friends of Greed®ms 164 members.

2c) The presentation of the minority “s organisati®on Internet

www.dialogos-kpr.cz Association of the Greek Communities in the CzegpuRlic, Greek
Community Prague, Club of the Fiends of GreeseNw.sweb.cz/hellenika(Hellenika
Foundation Fund, Greek Minority Brno, Lycée of tAeeeks in the Czech Republic, Czech
Association of Modern Greek Studiesj)yw.rokm.aktualne.cZGreek Community Ostrava),
http://mujweb.cz/www/csspnk/index.htfAssociation of the Friends of Nikos Kazantzakis

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of mawnal minorities

3b) Participation in the solution of problems relag to the rights of minorites (co-operation with
local and regional electred authorities and statdminsitration bodies, the rrepresentzation of the
minority in local and regional elected authoritiesnd committees for national minorities in regions,
statutory towns, communities etc.)

The Greek minority is represented in Governmentr€duor National Minorities by one
representative who is at the same time the meoflitbie Committee of Government Council
for National Minorities for co-operation with locaind regional elected authorities. Since
2002 the minority has been represented also irCramittee of Government Council for
National Minorities for grant policy, in the congative body of the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports for the affairs of national mities, in the consultative body of the Deputy
Ministry of Culture for the affairs of minority culre and in the Media Commission of the
Radio. The chairman déreek Community Praguand one member of the board of directors
are the members of Commission for National Minesti on the Territory of the Capital
Prague of the Council of the Capital Prague. Therman ofGreek Community Brnis the
member of the committee for National Minoritiestbé Brno Council, the member Gireek
Community Karvinds the member of the Committee for National Minestin Karvina.
Greek Community Jeserigkrepresented in the Commission for the Solutibthe Problems
of National Minorities in the municipal authoritgsenik.

3c) The use of the minority “s language in privaded public life

%) According to the final results of the census i02this number is 3 219 persons (see Appendix N. 7)



In private life Greek language is used individuallycording to its knowledge. In public life
it is not used. The Ministry of Justice registetsirterpreters in Modern Greek language.

3d) The use of name and surname in the minority laaguage

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleanghe Greek minority insists on right
to record women s first names into registers igioal form.

3e) Education

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleandhe teaching of Greek for pre-school
children is organised also &reek Community Brno.

3f) Cultural activities

The cultural activities of the Greek minority arery diversified and all organisations
participate in them. The most important culturadtifeals which enriched significantly the
cultural life in the Czech Republic are the seve@tieek festival in Krnov (organised by
Greek Community Krnov-citguthorised byAssociation of the Greek Communities in the
Czech Republic)the fifth Greek days in BrnoQreek Community Brno, Hellenika
Foundation Fund, Lycée of the Greeks in the CzesguBlic, Czech Society of Modern Greek
Studiesand Institute of Classical Studies of Masaryk Univerd#rno), the first Festival of
Lycée of the Greeks in the Czech Republigcge of the Greeks in the Czech Repukith

the support oHellenika Foundation Fund)'he organisers mediated their fellow-citizens not
only Greek history but also its present, folk crétufilms and gastronomy. They organised
lectures of university pedagogues, informal meetongh VIPs, performances of music and
dance and theatre, exhibitions and folk costumeades. all Greek communities prepare
cultural and social programmes for the celebratiminkgal holidays of the Greek Republic
on 25 March and 28 October which culminate in tilk party with music and dance.

3g) The dissemination and reception of informatioin the language of the national minority
(periodicals, non-periodicals, eadio and televisibroadcasting, Internet etc.)

The reception of information in Greek languageadasidered necessary but very expensive
and presently insufficienGreek Community Pragussues the quarterlgalimerasupported

by the Prague Metropolitan Authoritgsreek Community Brn@resents the summary of
events in electronic form under the titiIMantaforos tou BrnoActual information can be
obtained on www pages @reek Community Krnov-city.he reception of the signal of the
Greek satellite station EPT is individual. The wden and radio boradcasting in Greek
language is not ensured at all.

5. Insufficiencies in legislation and the activityf public authorities

Although the Greeks have been living on the tenyitof the Czech Republic for 55 years
some our compatriots who have not Czech citizenatepegistered as foreigners whose duty
is to prolong regularly their residence. ThesdoWwelcitizens have problems during their
study. In addition, they are not allowed to conellemployment contract for an indefinite
period of time and have limited possibility to dbta loan or a mortgage on a flat.

6. Problems in the minority “s life

The unresolved problem is still the settlementhef tease of non-residential premises for the
activities of Greek organisations with the exceptd Prague and Krnov.

7. The examples of good practice (the positive eglen of creating conditions for the development
of the minority, co-operation with public adminisition bodies etc.)

Good-co-operation with the local elected authasii®e appreciated by the representatives of
Greek Community Brndpr example they mention co-operationSeventh Greek Festival in
Krnov in June 2002 during which a partnership agreemex#t @oncluded between Krnov



and Athens (Pefki) and Krnov provided non-residdrpremises for the activity of the local
Greek community free of charge. In addition to thigove community the onlyreek
Community Jesenitonsiders co-operation with public administratiaalies to be good.

6.10. SLOVAK MINORITY

The representatives of the Slovak minority in ter@il did not mention - except clause 1 -
any new fact which would differ from the text psiéid in Report on the Situation of National
Minorities in the Czech Republic 2001.

1. The own estimation of the number of the membefshe minority and its settlement

According to the final results of the census ondrdh 2001 193 190 members of the Slovak
national minority live in the Czech Republic (aatiog to the census 1991 - for the Czech
and Slovak Federal Republic - their number was ntiba@ 314 000 persons). Most of the
Slovaks live in Moravian-Silesian region (43 63@%ti nad Labem region (22 214), Prague
(19 275), South-Moravian region (16 029), MiddleR@mian region (15 287) and Karlovy

Vary region (14 079).

6.11. UKRAINIAN MINORITY

The representative of the Ukrainian minority did neention any new fact to clauses 1, 2d),
2e),3a),-3f), 5. and 8. which would differ from te&t published in Report on the Situation of
National Minorities in the Czech Republic in 2001.

2. The survey of organisations

2a) The types of organisations and their structure

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleanéssociation of Compatriots and
Friends of Ukrainewas established before 2002. Their members areitizens of Ukraine.
In the future they want to focus their activitiesstly on the groups of foreign workers.

2b) Members

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleangssociation of Ukrainian Womdras
70 membersAsscoation of the Ukrainians and the Friends ofaitke has 150 members and
Forum of the Ukrainiankas 10 members.

2c¢) Priorities

The situation in comparison with 2001 has not cleangThe minority still issues its
periodicalPorohy.

3. Conditions for the exercise of the rights of matal minorities

3e) Education

Because of the dispersed settlement of the mindris/not possible to take advantage from
the possibilities offered by the state, for examiplethe field of the primary educational
system. The children of the compatriots att®idna Skolasupported byJkrainian Initiative

in the Czech Republic (UICRn 2002 the project received the grant from thedfoh the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports.

3g) The dissemination and reception of information the minority ~ s language (periodicals, non-
periodicals, radio and television broadcasting, émhet etc.)

The situation has not changed. Unfortunately, thaadbcasting of Regina Radio station in
Ukrainian language was terminated after 10 year80@2 probably because of the lack of
interest of an operator in this programme. Almasiminorities in the Czech Republic feel
that in fact they have not chance for access toomed) radio broadcasting. Therefore the



possibility to broadcast for minorities - even gshmmogrammes out of the main ,attractive”
broadcasting times - would be considered a break.po

4. The manifestations of intolerance and discrimitian towards the minority

The community registers some manifestations oflenémce and xenophobia of certain
groups towards the Ukrainian minority. NeverthgJesuch manifestations can not be
considered to be collective. On the other hansl startling that the commercial television can
broadcast an ,amusing” programme with jokes on dkeount of the Ukrainians (some
.artists* can - according to their own explanatadn,artistic licence” - even offend them).

6. Problems in the minority ~ s life

At the end of the year a meeting of the represeettof Ukrainian organisations in the
Czech Republiavas called on the basis of the initiative of UIGRthough the meeting did
not aimed at the unification of these organisatiahscame to concrete results, i.e. the
possibility to present all organisations on thegsagf the periodicaPorohy,removing the
duplicity of some cultural activities, more freque@mmon presentations during these and
other activities and the free move of the membérthese organisations according to their
interests. It can be expected that this agreemdhtcantribute to the solution of some
problems within organisations. It was stated dutimg meeting that it would be necessary to
enter into contact with the Ruthenian communitgause of the need to remove ,inherited*
discrepancies and co-operate.

7. The examples of good practice (the posaitiveraghes of creating conditions for the development
of the minoruty, co-operation with state administran bodies etc.)

The Ukrainian minority has good experience with tbe-operation with the Prague
Metropolitan Authority, the Ministry of Culture andther institutions. In 2002 the PO
supported the creation of the tablet which will ipstalled in 2003 in Uzhorod as the
expression of thanks to former fellow-citizens tteeir participation in the liberation of
Czechoslovakia; this act removes the long-term mG@mech-Soviet debt to their former
fellow-citizens born in this region.



