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Decriminalisation does not lead to 
increase in use

EMCDDA  (201 )8 . Cannabis legislation in Europe, p.22.



U-curve of drug regulation
U-shaped relationship between substance use-related harms/well-
being and the level of prohibition

Global Commission on Drug Policy (2021). Time to end prohibition: https://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Time_to_end_prohibition_EN_2021_report.pdf

https://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Time_to_end_prohibition_EN_2021_report.pdf


Why is the strict prohibition harmful?

• Increases risk behaviours and harms of drug use
• Increases negative consequences of drug use (incl. infectious 

diseases, overdoses)
• Stigma and discrimination
• Limited access to medications and (health, social) services
• Criminal market threating justice and rule of law
• High social costs including law enforcement 
• Overflowing prisons
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6www.thelancet.com/hiv, Vol 6 May 2019, e269



Limited availability of harm reduction 
and treatment interventions in Europe



It is time to change



It is time to change

• Balanced approach between public health and criminal justice system
• Firm respect for human rights: human dignity, equality and non-

discrimination
• Proportionality of control: different drugs pose different and various 

harms
• Proportionality of sentencing, refusal of death penalty
• Depenalisation and decriminalisation of minor offences (use, possession, 

cultivation for personal use...)
• Alternatives to imprisonment and coercive sanctions
• Implementation of effective harm reduction and treatment responses
• Gender and minority sensitive approach



Rethink, Rebuild, Repower

Thank you for your attention 
Questions, comments?

mravcik.viktor@vlada.cz
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