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LOCATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL
QUARTER IN OSLO

• The historical axes are important 
• Oslo’s most important axes
– Karl Johans gate (Oslo’s main thoroughfare, 

which runs from Oslo Central Station to the 
Palace)

– Akersgata (runs from the Governmental 
Quarter to the old fortress)

• The Parliament building is at the centre of 
the axis

• Short distance from the Governmental 
Quarter to the Parliament building



Den triste 
foranledningen:

Terrorudåden i 
Regjeringskvartalet 
22. juli 2011

The tragic 
background:

The terror atrocity in 
the Governmental 
Quarter on 22 July 
2011



THE TERROR ATTACK IN NORWAY ON 22 JULY 2011

• Bomb in the Governmental Quarter:
– 9 people killed

• Shooting at the summer camp on 
Utøya island:
– 69 people killed

• The buildings in the Governmental 
Quarter
– Extensive damage to four of the buildings
– Less damage to the remaining buildings



WHAT HAPPENED FROM 2011 TO 2014

• Clearing up and 
reconstruction
• Commissioning of less 

damaged buildings
• Reports
• Investigations
• And even more reports and investigations
• Minister Aaserud’s resolution of 2012



CABINET MINISTER RIGMOR AASRUD

• The government has decided that development of 
the Governmental Quarter will be carried out in 
accordance with a governmental and not a 
municipal plan. This is on the grounds of both 
security and progress. 

• Statsbygg has been tasked with planning
• The Governmental Quarter will be located at the 

original site in Oslo city centre or close to the 
original site

– January 2012:



PRIME MINISTER ERNA SOLBERG –
RESOLUTION OF MAY 2014:

• Confirms location decision from 2012

• Concentrated redevelopment of the existing area

• Colocation of all ministries, including the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

• High environmental standard

• Will be reconstructed with quality, durability and 
sobriety



PRIME MINISTER ERNA SOLBERG –
RESOLUTION OF MAY 2014:

• Security forms the basis of the entire planning 
process for the new Governmental Quarter

• Flexible and future-orientated workspaces 
• Activity-based workplaces
– The premises are being designed with different work 

modes in mind, including high-concentration work, 
small meetings and project work, etc.

• Area norm of 23–25 m² gross area per employee 
(including common areas) 



PRIME MINISTER SOLBERG – RESOLUTION OF MAY 2014:

• Retain one of the four damaged 
buildings – H block – from where 
the Prime Minister operated.
• Demolish the three remaining 

buildings
(demolition of S block)

• Retain G block from 1905, which 
was only slightly damaged



WHAT HAPPENED FROM 2014–2019

• Parallel assignments (idea phase – what is 
possible and – more importantly – what is not 
possible)

• Zoning plan

• Room and function programme

• Planning and design competition

• Demolition

• Preliminary technical works beneath the ground

• Early design project





SIZE

• A major project that is also very special
• For the government – and with a background 

story
• Government Building Complex: 80,000 m2 of 

new buildings
• BTA – New building (basement):  40,000 m2 

• BTA – New building (light areas):  80,000 m2 

• BTA – Renovation: 40,000 m2 

• Facade area: 55,000 m2 

• Paving on streets and squares: 30,000 m2



GREEN PARK AND NEW BUILDINGS



THE PROJECT’S SOCIETAL GOALS: 

“The new Governmental Quarter 
shall provide effective inter-
ministerial communication with the 
necessary level of security from a 
50-year perspective” 



CITY LIFE AND URBAN SPACE



CO-LOCATED GOVERNMENTAL QUARTER

• Provides effective inter-ministerial communication with less duplication 
of joint functions

• Provides future flexibility 

• Joint construction represents a financial advantage

• The government’s security committee has recommended building a co-
located Governmental Quarter rather than multiple buildings spread over 
a larger area.



CO-LOCATED BUILDING COMPLEX – PERIMETER SECURITY

• A vital measure and a clear prerequisite of the zoning plan is the 
provision of perimeter security over an extended area beyond the 
Governmental Quarter. 

• The perimeter security will ensure that pedestrians and cyclists can move 
freely in the area, while vehicles will require authorisation.

• The perimeter security will make the buildings more “inviting”. 



ROOM AND FUNCTION PROGRAMME 

• Activity-based worksplaces
• Area framework:  23 m² per 

employee
• Flexible – provision for possible 

change to structure, tasks and 
work modes

• Contribute to increased inter-
ministerial interaction and 
communication. 



IMPORTANT ASPECTS

• The new Governmental Quarter has the generality and flexibility to manage changes in 
ministerial structure, task distribution between ministries, new ways of working and 
technological development. 

• There is flexibility with regard to change in structure, task distribution and new ways of 
working .

• There is also space efficiency, which forms an important part of the project’s 
environmental goals.

• Physical solutions, technological tools and business culture are interdependent with 
regards to creating flexible and effective inter-ministerial communication. 



TAKE A LOOK INSIDE



IMPORTANT EXPERIENCES THUS FAR

• A political resolution which is clear about the project’s goal achievement (societal 
goals and effect-oriented goals) and which shall be followed up in subsequent 
resolutions.

• A good change process among employees with user involvement, mapping of 
prerequisites and focus on development trends within office buildings and shared 
functions, – “vision work”, study trips, breakfast meetings, etc. 

• Transparency in the process surrounding the development of the Governmental 
Quarter. Both physical solutions and organisational measures. Noise is inevitable. 
However, there is no real alternative

• Ongoing information to interested parties both “internally and externally”. 



September 2019:

«The Prime minister is not going back to «Høyblokken»»



Thank you


