Prague,  August 2015

Your Excellency,
Dear Madam Chancellor,

| was deeply saddened to learn about the passing of Mr Egon Bahr.

As a key architect of Willy Brandt’s Ostpolitik, Mr Bahr helped open a new chapter in the
relations between East and West, seeking “change though rapprochement”. One of important
outcomes of this effort was also the Treaty of Prague, concluded between The Federal
Republic of Germany and Czechoslovakia, which lead to the restoration of diplomatic
relations between the two countries.

The demise of Mr Bahr is a profound loss of a great European who essentially contributed to
promoting political dialogue across the Iron Curtain. | am convinced that the important legacy
Mr Bahr left us, teaching us about the immense power of dialogue, will continue to inspire
many generations to come.

Dear Madam Chancellor, on this sad occasion, please accept my deepest condolences. Please
extend my sympathy also to the family of Mr Bahr.

Yours sincerely,

Her Excellency
Mrs Angela Merkel
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany

BERLIN



- Pracovni preklad -

V Praze dne srpna 2015

Vase Excelence,
vazena pani kancléiko,

byl jsem hluboce zarmoucen, kdyZ jsem se dozvédél o tmrti pana Egona Bahra.

Jako hlavni architekt Ostpolitik Willyho Brandta poméhal otevfit novou kapitolu ve vztazich
mezi Vychodem a Zapadem, s cilem dosdhnout ,,zmény skrze sblizeni®. Jednim z dilezitych
vysledku této snahy byla také Prazska smlouva, uzaviena mezi Spolkovou republikou
Némecko a Ceskoslovenskem, ktera vedla k obnoveni bilateralnich diplomatickych vztahd.

Umrtim Egona Bahra ztracime velkého Evropana, ktery zasadnim zpasobem pfispél
k podpofte politického dialogu napfti¢ Zeleznou oponou. Jsem piesvédéen, ze dulezity odkaz,
ktery nam pan Bahr zanechal a ktery nés uci o obrovske sile dialogu, bude inspirovat mnoho
budoucich generaci.

Vazena pani kanclérko, dovolte mi, abych Vam pfi této smutné pfilezitosti vyjadiil upfimnou

soustrast. Tlumocte, prosim, mou tcast také rodin¢ Egona Bahra.

S pozdravem,

Jeji Excelence
pani Angela Merkel
spolkova kanclérka Spolkové republiky Némecko

BERLIN



