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V Praze dne 2 © . ledna 2009

VaSe Svatosti,

piijméte, prosim, mé upfimné pozdravy a projev me hluboké ucty a respektu. S obdivem
sleduji Vase neutuchajici usili v boji za lidskou distojnost, lidska prava a demokracii ve svété.

Chei Vs ujistit, Ze v tomto Vagem snaZeni stoji Ceska republika po Vasem boku.

Rok 2009 je rokem mimot4dného vyznamu pro mou zemi. Je rokem, kdy Ceska republika
se poprvé ujala funkce pfedsednické zemé v Radé Evropské unie. Je rokem, kdy si pfipomindme
mnohé vyznamné udalosti, mimo jiné 20 let od padu Zelezné opony, &i 5 let od rozsiteni EU
o desitku novych ¢&lenskych zemi. Tato vyrogi jsou té2 mezniky v budovédni novodobé historie

vztahii mezi Ceskou republikou a Svatym stolcem.

Vage Svatosti, hlavnim mottem ptedsednictvi Ceské republiky v Rad& EU je Evropa bez
bariér. Budovéni svéta dcty k Clovéku, vzijemného respektu a solidarity vyZaduje netinavné dsili
nds viech pfi odstrafiovani bariér mezi lidmi, vzty&enych na zakladech pfedsudkd a nenavisti.
Ujistuji Vas, Ze i tomto smysiu vnimame naSe motto. Je to na§ zavazek viem obyvatelim

Evropy.




Vasge Svatosti, v tomto vyznamném okamZiku d&in mé zems, pfijméte, prosim, jako
projev nasi tcty k Vasi Svatosti a piihladeni se ke kiest'anskym tradicim na$i historie dar VIady
Ceské republiky. Kniha Horae Principii de Rohan, jeji faksimile si dovoluji Vad Svatosti
jménem teské vlady vénovat, patti ke klenotlim Narodni knihovny Ceské republiky, je nedilnou
sou¢asti naseho bohatého kulturniho dédictvi a dfikazem kfestanskych kofeni nad{ historie.
Kofend, jichZ si musime byt neustle védomi pfi hledani cest dal§iho rozvoje nadi zemé i celého

evropského kontinentu.

Vase Svatosti, pfijméte, prosim, projevy mé nejhlubsi ucty.
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Jeho Svatost
Pape? Benedikt XV1.
Vatikdnsky méstsky stat
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Your Holiness,

please accept my cordial greetings and allow me to express my deep respect. It is with
great admiration that I follow your unwavering effort in promoting human dignity, human
rights and democracy worldwide. I would like to reassure you that in those endeavours
the Czech Republic is with you.

2009 is a year of exceptional importance for my country. It is a year in which
the Czech Republic has, for the first time in history, assumed presidency of the Council of the
European Union. It is a year in which we remember numerous important events, inter alia the
twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall, or five years since the EU enlargement by
ten new member countries. These very anniversaries are also milestones in building our recent
history of relations between the Czech Republic and the Holy See.

Your Holiness, the motto Czech Republic has chosen for its presidency in the EU
Council is Europe without barriers. Building a world of respect towards human beings,
mutual respect and solidarity requires unwavering effort of all of us, in removing the barriers
dividing human beings, barriers that were made on the foundations of prejudice and hatred.
I can reassure you that this is how we also perceive the motto. It is our commitment to all the

citizens of Europe.

Your Holiness, at this special moment of our history, please accept a gift from
the government of the Czech Republic, as a mark of our respect towards Your Holiness and
a sign of our identification with the Christian values of our history. On behalf of the Czech
government, I would like to give you a facsimile of the book Horae Principii de Rohan, one
of the treasures of the National Library of the Czech Republic that is an integral part of our
rich cultural heritage pointing to the Christian roots of our history. The roots we must keep in
mind at all times when seeking ways of advancing our country as well as the whole continent

of Europe.

Your Holiness, please accept my deepest respect.

His Holiness
The Pope Benedict XVI
State of the Vatican City




