KEYNOTE SPECH 

Plenární zasedání, projev tripartity Rady EU, EK, EP 

(Řím, úterý 19. 5. , 14.30)

President of the European Commission, Vice-President of the European Parliament, Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

· I am delighted to represent the CZ PRES at the European Maritime Day (EMD) in Rome  for three reasons :

· First, the Council was one of the three institutions that initiated the EMD a year ago. As a representative of the Council presidency I am glad to see the Integrated maritime policy progressing. Let me use this opportunity to thank President Barroso and his people to be a main force behind this conference. 
· Secondly, the idea of the EMD fits well with the Czech Presidency’s motto   - Europe without barriers. Why? Because only within a politically and economically integrated European Union free of barriers the Integrated Maritime Policy can fully realize its  potential.   

· Last but not least, being in Rome in the capacity of the new Minister for European Affairs of the Czech Republic has a very special significance for me. It was in this city where more than 90 years ago our first President  Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk started in December 1914  his political campaign for the independent Czechoslovak state. 

· The importace of Integrated Maritime Policy is not limited only to the coastal states. The Czech Republic clearly demonstrates the potential the Landlocked Countries have in the European maritime industry – particularly as sub-suppliers for shipyards – to illustrate there are about 170 direct and other 13.000 indirect industrial sub-suppliers for the maritime industry and ship-building in the Czech Republic alone. 

· The role of the Landlocked Countries in the Maritime policy of the EU   was discussed in detail at the Conference on Maritime Clusters in Landlocked Countries, the CZ PRES organized together with the European Commission  in Prague last month (27/4/09) 

· The Conference showed that clustering plays a significant part in the overall European maritime industry and it should be given greater attention by individual Member States in particular through supporting infrastructure and financial aid for national clusters

· One of the major conclusions of the Prague Conference  was the fact that Landlocked Countries are very well placed when it comes to innovation and research in the maritime industry.  This is in particular the case of the Offshore maritime technologies. 

· Promoting Innovation and research is crucial for the EU to be able to better counter not only the impact of the economic crisis but also the intense global competition within the maritime industry. That is why, the EU‘s Landlocked Countries are very serious about it and fully support the objective of the “Light Industry” that is one of the goals of the Lisbon Strategy. 

· Furthermore, the CZ PRES negotiated a compromise at the Spring European Council over the 5 billion EUR package under the EERP (European Economic Recovery Plan). It includes funds for the Offshore Wind Energy and LNG infrastructure projects – both part of maritime technologies and industry policies of the EU and thus provides concrete financial means to our goals within this sector.

· The fact that this conference takes place in Rome is not only pleasant for all of us who will never stop admiring this beautiful city, but also logical and perfectly natural. Italy is not only a country with unique geographical situation and rich maritime heritage. It is above all one of the most active and committed players in the European context. I would like to sincerely thank our Italian colleagues for what they do in this field.

· Europe is without any doubt a maritime continent. The length of its sea borders just illustrates that. I am glad to see that after what the EU has done for instance in the Maritime Security issue, the approach is becoming much broader. In other words, there is a widely recognised fact that the EU needs an ambitious, well defined and truly Integrated Maritime Policy. 
