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Roundtable Debate

“Economic Interests and the EU Neighbourhood Policy: Challenges for the Czech EU Presidency?” 

Under the auspices of Hon. Alexandr Vondra, Deputy Premier for European Affairs

December 6, 2007

Mirror Hall, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Loretánské náměstí 5, Prague


The aim of the roundtable is to open a dialogue between representatives and experts of business sector and government to explore a potential of EU policies to enhance economic relations with Russia, Ukraine and other Eastern neighbours of the European Union. The event should produce jointly developed recommendations how to shape and employ available policy tools in strengthening relations with the Eastern neighbours of the European Union.


This event is organized by the Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI) under auspices of Hon. Alexandr Vondra, Deputy Premier for European Affairs, in cooperation with the Office of the Government and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic in the framework of the preparation for the upcoming Czech EU Presidency in 2009. 

Draft Program:

8:30 – 9.00
Registration

9:00
Keynote Address: Hon. Alexandr Vondra, Deputy Premier for European Affairs

9:20 – 10:30 
Panel I – European Neighbourhood Policy – Relevant to Business?

The framework of the EU’s external relations with neighbouring countries is of key importance to economic activities in the region. How to shape and employ available policy tools (EU-Russia common spaces, European Neighbourhood Policy, etc.) for strengthening our economic relations? 

Speakers:

Petr Pudil, CEO, Czech Coal, Member of the Board, Union of Industry and Transport

Vaclav Petříček, Chairman of the Board, Chamber for Commercial Relations with the CIS

10:30 – 11:00
Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:00 
Panel II – Challenges for 2008 and Beyond

What kind of impact on economic relations with the EU neighbours can we expect from enlarged Schengen area as of January 2008? Is visa facilitation program sufficient to ease the burden? To what extent will enhanced (´deep´) free trade agreements alleviate trading in sensitive commodities (steel, agricultural products, etc)? Is there a utility of sectoral approaches in energy, transport –Trans-European Networks (TEN), etc.?

Speakers:

Malgorzata Jakubiak, CASE – Center for Social and Economic Research, Warsaw

Veronika Movchan, Academic Director, Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting, Kiev 

12:00 – 12:30
Buffet Luncheon

Working languages will be English and Czech (simultaneous translation will be provided).

Please confirm your attendance by Monday, December 3, at marian@pssi.cz
The Prague Security Studies Institute (http://www.pssi.cz) is a non-profit think-tank established to advance the building of a just, secure, democratic, free-market society in the Czech Republic and other post-communist states. PSSI also aims at identifying and analyzing foreign policy and security-related issues in the area of transatlantic relations. PSSI is closely affiliated with PSSI Washington Inc. (http://www.pssiwashington.org/) which is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organization committed to expanding and deepening the field of security studies and enriching the public policy debate on security-related issues in the U.S.–Czech relationship and the Atlantic Alliance more broadly. 
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