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EU Enlargement Pays Off

Prague 2 March 2009 – Today, a high-level conference on  “EU Enlargement - Five Years After“ organised in Prague by the Czech Presidency in cooperation with the European Commission, began to discuss the benefits of the enlargement to financial stability, the internal market and the mobility of labour within the European Union. The latest data from Eurostat show, for example, that after the enlargement exports from the EU-15 to the new Member States rose by EUR 121.17 billion to EUR 268.93 billion in 2008.
“The overwhelmingly positive impact on the European internal market has proved to be the principal argument in favour of enlargement,” said Alexandr Vondra, Czech Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs. At the request of the Czech EU Presidency, the Commission has published a study of economic achievements and challenges resulting from the enlargements in 2004 and 2007. According to the report, the enlargement added 0.5 percentage points of GDP growth annually in each old Member State, on average. In the twelve new Member States, the GDP grew on average by 1.75 percentage points every year.

“The figures clearly show that in the functioning internal market, the enlargement has contributed in a major way to the prosperity of the entire EU in the last five years. ‘Entire’ here means countries large and small, the North as well as the East, the South and the West - to put it simply, all the Member States of the EU”, said Alexandr Vondra. “Only a fully functioning internal market where rules are respected will help Europe overcome the current economic downturn and restart the motor of prosperity we have got used to,” added Vondra. In line with the motto of its Presidency, a “Europe without barriers”, the Czech Republic is pursuing full freedom of the movement of goods, persons, services and capital across borders.

Labour mobility data suggest that in almost all Member States the number of recent arrivals from non-EU countries exceeds the number of newcomers from other EU Member States. The only exceptions are Ireland and Luxembourg. Moreover, in most Member States the inflow of other EU-15 nationals has been larger then the number of recent arrivals from the Member States that joined the EU in the last five years.

Today’s conference is organised by the Czech Presidency in co-operation with the European Commission on the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the EU enlargement. The results of the conference should be presented and discussed in several EU Council configurations. The European Commission’s analysis is available from its press office. You can watch the conference live on the Presidency website www.eu2009.cz.

TRADE EU 15 vs. NEW EU 12 Member States
	DECLARANT
	PARTNER
FLOW \ PERIOD
	New 12 Member States (values in units of EUR 1 000)

	
	
	2003
	2007
	2008:

	EU15
	Import
	131 827 660,28
	215 452 006,88
	224 010 027,19

	
	Export
	147 760 730,93
	260 729 556,30
	268 927 855,12

	
	Balance (export - import)
	15 933 070,65
	45 277 549,42
	44 917 827,93

	France
	Import
	9 695 131,73
	19 412 556,36
	22 205 097,49

	
	Export
	13 562 964,70
	20 854 805,77
	21 436 885,79

	
	Balance (export - import)
	3 867 832,97
	1 442 249,41
	-768 211,70

	Netherlands
	Import
	5 444 918,27
	10 767 613,82
	11 948 545,58

	
	Export
	8 493 238,54
	22 083 247,93
	22 048 761,44

	
	Balance (export - import)
	3 048 320,27
	11 315 634,11
	10 100 215,86

	Germany
	Import
	59 943 588,05
	89 409 917,32
	95 720 142,54

	
	Export
	61 359 535,13
	109 384 372,38
	116 603 095,38

	
	Balance (export - import)
	1 415 947,08
	19 974 455,06
	20 882 952,84

	Italy
	Import
	14 155 371,60
	24 845 360,43
	24 008 257,94

	
	Export
	20 401 829,16
	31 615 894,39
	32 168 785,53

	
	Balance (export - import)
	6 246 457,56
	6 770 533,96
	8 160 527,59

	Utd. Kingdom
	Import
	9 450 915,91
	19 319 580,79
	16 716 843,18

	
	Export
	7 581 181,17
	10 916 766,36
	10 256 593,11

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-1 869 734,74
	-8 402 814,43
	-6 460 250,07

	Ireland
	Import
	586 664,10
	989 532,03
	1 028 759,94

	
	Export
	805 026,89
	1 636 373,19
	1 661 932,52

	
	Balance (export - import)
	218 362,79
	646 841,16
	633 172,58

	Denmark
	Import
	2 230 465,18
	4 530 000,10
	4 974 816,90

	
	Export
	2 323 059,64
	4 619 775,69
	4 540 161,67

	
	Balance (export - import)
	92 594,46
	89 775,59
	-434 655,23

	Greece
	Import
	1 518 595,63
	3 326 525,94
	3 369 220,97

	
	Export
	1 964 999,49
	3 737 631,59
	3 596 732,54

	
	Balance (export - import)
	446 403,86
	411 105,65
	227 511,57

	Portugal
	Import
	724 330,88
	947 314,51
	1 040 935,88

	
	Export
	470 918,73
	871 830,38
	932 003,66

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-253 412,15
	-75 484,13
	-108 932,22

	Spain
	Import
	3 938 518,31
	8 889 392,04
	8 733 603,84

	
	Export
	4 736 422,26
	7 972 230,59
	8 073 775,32

	
	Balance (export - import)
	797 903,95
	-917 161,45
	-659 828,52

	Belgium
	Import
	4 842 593,41
	8 533 962,65
	8 670 379,66

	
	Export
	6 190 737,34
	12 611 234,57
	13 480 991,58

	
	Balance (export - import)
	1 348 143,93
	4 077 271,92
	4 810 611,92

	Luxembourg
	Import
	198 872,56
	266 086,08
	434 759,62

	
	Export
	295 846,37
	947 261,10
	998 317,87

	
	Balance (export - import)
	96 973,81
	681 175,02
	563 558,25

	Sweden
	Import
	4 301 766,78
	7 850 934,73
	8 154 666,80

	
	Export
	4 273 120,13
	7 803 017,22
	6 945 295,78

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-28 646,65
	-47 917,51
	-1 209 371,02

	Finland
	Import
	2 059 182,60
	3 450 998,01
	3 668 912,27

	
	Export
	3 420 391,03
	5 419 043,29
	5 371 128,47

	
	Balance (export - import)
	1 361 208,43
	1 968 045,28
	1 702 216,20

	Austria
	Import
	12 736 745,27
	12 912 232,07
	13 335 084,58

	
	Export
	11 881 460,35
	20 256 071,85
	20 813 394,46

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-855 284,92
	7 343 839,78
	7 478 309,88


Source: Eurostat, 2009.

TRADE NEW EU 12 Member States vs. EU 15

	DECLARANT
	PARTNER
FLOW \ PERIOD
	EU15 (values in units of EUR 1 000)

	
	
	2003
	2007
	2008

	New EU 12
	Import
	135 778 227,5
	267 604 893,9
	263 571 140,8

	
	Export
	131 647 220,4
	236 186 147,1
	238 120 568,0

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-4 131 007,1
	-31 418 746,9
	-25 450 572,8

	Malta
	Import
	1 918 375,3
	2 488 026,8
	2 220 542,4

	
	Export
	926 739,0
	1 023 480,2
	820 294,2

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-991 636,3
	-1 464 546,6
	-1 400 248,3

	Estonia
	Import
	3 071 318,2
	6 536 042,4
	5 602 922,4

	
	Export
	2 731 584,4
	3 991 841,7
	3 989 047,8

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-339 733,8
	-2 544 200,7
	-1 613 874,6

	Latvia
	Import
	2 356 857,6
	4 905 086,2
	4 112 478,4

	
	Export
	1 582 012,7
	2 317 588,1
	2 159 941,8

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-774 844,9
	-2 587 498,1
	-1 952 536,6

	Lithuania
	Import
	3 769 674,2
	8 034 886,1
	6 887 308,4

	
	Export
	2 652 704,2
	4 703 943,0
	5 353 174,6

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-1 116 970,0
	-3 330 943,1
	-1 534 133,8

	Poland
	Import
	36 892 945,6
	76 538 676,1
	79 624 316,4

	
	Export
	32 710 102,3
	64 307 859,0
	65 948 491,5

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-4 182 843,4
	-12 230 817,1
	-13 675 824,9

	Czech Republic
	Import
	26 943 058,2
	54 387 472,8
	53 719 787,1

	
	Export
	30 070 718,8
	57 581 535,7
	59 273 417,8

	
	Balance (export - import)
	3 127 660,6
	3 194 062,9
	5 553 630,7

	Slovakia
	Import
	10 266 402,6
	19 254 939,3
	19 327 957,5

	
	Export
	11 739 226,0
	24 728 844,3
	25 137 755,0

	
	Balance (export - import)
	1 472 823,4
	5 473 905,0
	5 809 797,6

	Hungary
	Import
	23 254 540,1
	38 742 398,2
	36 647 254,4

	
	Export
	28 062 798,9
	41 494 363,6
	39 444 858,1

	
	Balance (export - import)
	4 808 258,8
	2 751 965,4
	2 797 603,6

	Romania
	Import
	12 222 683,2
	28 089 570,3
	27 017 406,3

	
	Export
	10 571 197,0
	17 015 188,7
	17 463 853,0

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-1 651 486,2
	-11 074 381,6
	-9 553 553,3

	Bulgaria
	Import
	4 765 605,3
	9 777 009,0
	9 834 322,9

	
	Export
	3 769 440,4
	6 649 651,2
	6 702 301,4

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-996 164,9
	-3 127 357,8
	-3 132 021,5

	Slovenia
	Import
	8 232 963,5
	14 724 097,9
	14 410 814,1

	
	Export
	6 595 434,2
	11 831 748,2
	11 347 934,6

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-1 637 529,3
	-2 892 349,6
	-3 062 879,6

	Cyprus
	Import
	2 083 803,8
	4 126 689,0
	4 166 030,5

	
	Export
	235 262,6
	540 103,5
	479 498,3

	
	Balance (export - import)
	-1 848 541,2
	-3 586 585,6
	-3 686 532,2


Source: Eurostat, 2009.
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